PARTICIPANT SUPPORT COSTS

Definition

Participant Support Costs are direct costs for items such as stipends, subsistence allowances, travel allowances, registration fees paid to or on behalf of participants or trainees (BUT NOT EMPLOYEES) in connection with meetings, conferences, symposia or training projects

Rules and Regulations Governing Participant Support Costs -- Summary

1. Participant support costs must be accounted for, separate from other costs.

2. No Indirect Costs may be charged against participant support costs.

3. Participant support allowances may not be paid to trainees who are also receiving compensation, either directly or indirectly from other Federal government sources while participating in the project.

4. Funds provided for participant support costs may not be used for other categories of expense without prior written approval of the cognizant Program Officer. Such requests are required to be submitted electronically using the FastLane system.

Applying the rules and regulations ( How to charge participant support expenses) 

1. In PeopleSoft, the following BUDGET CATEGORY items may be used in reporting participant support expenses:

. PTOTHR (Participant Support Other)

. PTSTIP (Participant Support stipend)

. PTSUBS (Participant Support Subsistence)

. PTTRAV (Participant Support Travel)

2. The corresponding RESOURCE TYPE to be used with any of the above budget category:

. PCOST (Participant Costs)

Why it is important to use the Resource Type of PCOST with the above listed Budget category list?

When this is done, Indirect costs calculation will be suppressed in compliance with sponsor rules and regulations.

Are there exceptions to the rules stated herein?

Yes, there are exceptions. Sometimes sponsor determines to allow F&A (Indirect cost charges) on participant support expenses. The contract document will clearly state the appropriate conditions, whether or not indirect costs are allowable, with regard to participant support costs.

When a contract allows indirect charges, the RESOURCE TYPE of PCOST need not be used. 

