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Overview
UMBC believes the responsible use of laboratory 
animals is essential for research into the understanding, 
prevention and treatment of human and animal 
disease. The benefi ts of animal research to human 
and animal health are virtually unchallengeable and 
are substantiated by scientifi c literature. However, 
researchers at UMBC share the public’s concern 
about the responsible use of animals in research. All 
research employing live vertebrates must be reviewed 
and approved in advance by UMBC’s Institutional Animal 
Care and Use Committee (IACUC) to ensure that animal 
use is necessary and that high standards of humane 
care are observed. This is the case whether or not the 
research is supported by Public Health Service (PHS) 
funds and whether or not the research is conducted at 
UMBC or at another institution as a result of a subgrant 
or subcontract.

The IACUC is responsible for evaluating the care and 
use of animals to ensure humane and scientifi cally 
appropriate care. The committee follows the Animal 
Welfare Act of 1966 and all subsequent revisions 
(regulated by the USDA) and Public Health Service (PHS) 
guidelines. Specifi c duties include periodically reviewing 
UMBC’s program for humane care and use of animals, 
regularly (at least once every six months) inspecting the 
institution’s animal facilities, investigating any concerns 
regarding the treatment of animals used in research, 
and review, approve, and require modifi cations to 
ongoing research activities. 

Before Beginning Your Project
Before submitting an application, all animal care staff 
and research personnel, including faculty, graduate 
students and undergraduate students, that use animals 
in any research or teaching project must complete 
the on-line education module on animal care and 
use testing. The University uses the Collaborative 
Institutional Training Initiative (CITI) web-based courses 
to satisfy this requirement for UMBC researchers.

Review the IACUC web site for important information on 
submitting protocols and to download the appropriate 
application forms. Once you have completed the training 
program, the application steps are:

•  Download the appropriate application forms and 
informed consent documents from the IACUC website

•  Electronically submit the protocol and any 
accompanying documents to iacucsubmissions@
umbc.edu

•  Once the electronic submission has been performed, 
one copy of the completed application, signed by the 
investigator, must be forwarded to the Human and 
Animal Research Protections Offi ce, bwtech@UMBC, 
5523 Research Park Drive, Suite 310, Baltimore, 
Maryland  21228. Protocol applications will not be 
processed until the application is received. 

The IACUC meets four times a year. New or renewal 
protocol applications must be submitted to the Human 
and Animal Research Protections Offi ce (HARPO) at least 
45 days in advance of the scheduled meeting. For the 
yearly meeting schedule, visit the IACUC website at the 
address below. 

For more information, visit http://www.umbc.edu/iacuc

Contact:
Timothy Sparklin   
Human and Animal Research Protections Offi ce
bwtech@UMBC
5523 Research Park Drive, Suite 310
Baltimore, Maryland 21228

410-455-2737 – phone
410-455-3868 – fax
HARPO@umbc.edu
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