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Date:       March 21, 2007
To:          Vice Presidents, Deans, Chairs, Directors and Administrative Support Staff

From:      Arlene Wergin, Ph.D, Director, International Education Services

                Jim Citro, Director, Administrative and Operational Services, Financial Services

Subject:  H-1B Faculty Visas



As you know, the processing of H-1B Faculty visas can be lengthy.  We strongly urge you to give the office of International Education Services (IES) as much advance notice as possible, but no less than two months from the issuance of the appointment to when the individual is expected to begin their work at UMBC.

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) charges $190 for each petition processed. Additionally, a separate check of $500 must be sent to cover “fraud prevention and detection” costs.  It is also possible to request “Premium Processing” from the DHS for an additional $1,000.  Premium processing allows the petition to be expedited so that the approval comes within 15 days, as opposed to approximately two months in the regular route.  Premium processing is not necessary for each petition.  It is not necessary for extensions of existing H’s or for those transferring their H status to UMBC from another university.  

In the past, the university expected the individual international faculty member to pay both the $190 filing fee and the expedition fee, when necessary, with personal funds.  It is now allowable for departments to pay the fees associated with the filing and expedition of the visa petition.  The $500 fraud prevention and detection fee remains a mandatory expense of the department and cannot be passed on to the foreign national.  Additionally, the expenses for dependents continue to be the responsibility of the international faculty member and not the university. 

If you have questions regarding the timing of the H process or whether the expedition route should be requested in a given case, please contact Dr. Arlene Wergin (ex 5-2624).  If you have an accounting question about obtaining the required filing or expedition fees, please contact Mr. Jim Citro (ex5-3632).
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