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AMST Welcomes Tamara Bhalla about literature in tBr|fms
Bhalla adds that she is pleased to be atUMBC

Dr. Tamara Ayesha Bhalla joined the because shebdés both aninBid
AMST faculty this year as Orser knows all the perfect trails in the region and
an Assistant Professor. Warren Belasco can help me learn more about
She is an exciting new | ocal and global food dJult
scholar who brings
expertise in South Asian- Jason Loviglio Receives USM

American studies,
transnational studies,
gender studies, and multi-
ethnic Ilteratures to the department. She also
provides depth and breadth to the new
comparative studies focus within American
Studies, and the department considers itself
fortunate to have recruited her to our campus.
Dr. Bhalla received her Ph.D. in literature
from the University of Michigan in 2008. Her
dissertation, Between History and Identity:
Reading the Authentic in South Asian Diasporic

Regents Award

Dr. Jason Loviglio has been selected for
the University System of Maryland Regents
Faculty Award for
Teaching Excellence.
He was recognized at
campus reception on
April 1 and will receive
his award at the spring
meeting of the

: . . Regents.
Literature and Community , combined

. ; ; Dr. Pat McDermott , AMST chair, wrote in
ethnographic research and textual analysis to her | etter of Dnlmudliaiat Nt

study the ways in which bicultural readers use

popular literature to negotiate issu es of identity,
community, and nation. DrrBhal | aés r esea ngqjﬂ
influences her approach to teaching. In her revised
version of AMST 200: Multicultural America and L L .
her new advanced course AMST 410: Identity Professor Loviglio is re_ma_rkable in his ‘?‘b"'ty to
Politics, Authenticity, and Race, she frames the combine a manner which is fully engaging to

cassroom as an ﬁinterpretiv%tUd%m&l%\fﬁ q?pecgagengeshthem

which she guides and facilitates complex analysis develo ed Icoﬁrsceé on Americar, d?ve?s“nm;\gg‘;g]n L
of cultural texts. P y

Dr. Bhalla grew up in Alexandria, Virginia media and communications, and he has been a

and feels very connected to the culture and frequent' and effective mentor for students
community of the Baltimore -Washington area completing research projects for Departmental
where she has retained personal and professional Hogors, adnumber of Whﬁm hdave prgsented at
connections. She appreciates the ways in which Unh_ergra uate Researc aﬂ. Crea:jtlve .
UMBLC is an institution of higher learning that Achievement Day. His teaching and mentoring

reflects the diversity and dynamic growth of the contributions , outside the department, range
region and has found fAdteac ItqumnF St ,%’i\/l §efn|n%rsotcbdoqto§al aﬂ%/éﬂpg for
rewarding than | would h ave expected because students in the Language, Literacy, an Iture
UMBC delivers on stalsaent dlpr99éag

appreciatest he ways in which AAmer.i egieﬂty §% hl"jlsdpfoy-:-'gfd leadership for

at UMBC naturally aligns with the way | think pment ofMeddMB|pos

known throughout the campus as a brilliant and

g teacher who instills a sense of excelleng
s t uDd. EchQrser.ndted A hisl

supporti ng letter, ,AAs|la ¢
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and Communication Studies. Initially a Dr. Orser views the Gwynns Falls Trail as a

certificate, it became a full-fledged major in 2007, significant example of the contemporary
immediately attracted a strong following, and Aigr eenway s o Thaidea builds antthe
now counts 150 majors. UnderDr.Lovi gl i o 6 s Olmsted Plan for Baltimore, developed at the
guidance, the program grounds media studies in a peak of the urban parks movement a hundred
solid academic social and cultural studies base years ago, which recommended securing stream
providing students the intellectual tools they need valleys like the Gwynns Falls as parkland. In the
before they tackle the currenti and ever- early 1990s an impressive civic coalition
changingi technological requirements of the field. advocated a hiker-biker trail the length of the
MCS has strong ties to American Studies.Dr. valley as a new way of fulfilling the earlier vision,
Kimberly Moffitt offers several courses key to and completion of the trail from the Inner Harbor
both programs, and Dr. Nicole King has and Middle Branch to the end of 1-70 was
participated with MCS in programs conducted by completed in 2008. Dr. Orser says that greenway
the New Media Studio to bring new media like the Gwynns Falls Trail hold the promise of
production skil ksellliikneg of diimgthabhced receeational ppportunities and
the humanities. improving the environment in the current era of
Jason Loviglio also has been a frequent diminishing open space in urban areas and
presenter on pedagogical mattes at professional elsewhere.
conferences, including sessions at conventions of The book was published by the History Press
the American Studies Association on such topics in 2008. Proceeds for purchases from the Gwynns

as AThe Public University HRallsTrillCeund heseffit itdaetinittesiand, , o
ATeachlInig ®he Fire Next Ti pregrams imsugport of t he trail (for information,

ATeaching Diversity.o go to www.gwynnsfallstrail.org ).

He continues a fine tradition of recognition
for distinguished teaching in the department. Dr. Nicole King published an article, "Behind
Orser formerly received the Regents Award, and the Sombrero: Power and ldentity at South of the
he and Dr. Warren Belasco are past recipients of Border, 1949-2001, i Dixie Emporium:

UMBCOGs Presidentdal Teac hi TogrisnA Roadways, and Consumer Culture in
the American South. The University of Georgia
Press published the collection, edited by Anthony
Stanonis, in 2008. Ki n griicke describes the
creation of the famous neon roadside attraction in
South Carolina and the controversial Jewish
southerner and political powerhouse d Alan
Schaferd who built the business from the ground
up. In the introduction to the section fiColoring
the Market: Race and Consumerism®where the
article appears, Fi t zhugh Brunda
seems to defycommon sense that something as
preposterous and gaudy as South of the Border
warrants sustained reflection. Where others see
only one of the worst eyesores along the nearly

) ; : o two-thousand-mile length of Interstate 95, Nicole
part of its ongoing effort to h eighten appreciation King astutely discerns a telltale manifestation of a

of thﬁlstre?r? ct:or_rlldor. foton .c?m)}alex and contradictory reimagination of
ongthetrat ar € some 0O € Clstold e.r?on§idmeonsttity as a

beautifulgr een spaces but al so some ités
stressed old industrial brown fields. The tralil
links 30 urban neighborhoods, ranging from
some of the mostaffluent to some of the most
economically disadvantaged.

Faculty Book Notes:

Ed Or srew lbsk, The Gwynns Falls:
Baltimore Greenway to the Chesapeake Bay,
combines his interests in the social and
environmental history of the city and his passion
for preserving green space for its ecological and
recreational benefits. The book, which features
140 historic and contemporary photographs,
interprets the history of human interaction with
the landscape of the Gwynns Falls along the 15
mile Gwynns Falls Trail in West Baltimore. It was
sponsored by the Gwynns Falls Trail Council as

Warren Belasco  published two books last
fall. Both should be familiar to AMST students, as
they're inspired by courses he's taught at UMBC.
Food: The Key Concepts(Berg Publishers 2008)

) e
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is essentially a summary of "American Food"
(AMST 372) and is dedicated to his UMBC
students, especially those who provided such
tasty goodies during the semester.In it he makes
the case for
generalists, we study food as asystem. Such
holistic thinking actually restores our sense of
power and humanity, for when it comes to eating,
humansaregener al i st s, i . e.

His second book, Food Chains: From
Farmyard to Shopping Cart (University of
Pennsylvania Press 2008), caedited with Roger
Horowitz of the Hagley Library and Museum, is a
collection of historical essays that trace how
different foods move from production to
consumption, field to fork. Veterans of his senior
seminar, "The American Food Chain," know the
drill all too well.

"The Obama Effect" Conference

Two weeks before the
2008 presidential
election, Dr. Kimberly
Moffitt served as co
organizer of an academic
conference focusing on
the candidacy of then-
lllinois Senator Barack

held from October 23-25,
2008, at the University of
Minnesota, provided scholars and professionals
an opportunity to present their interpretations of
the senator's candidacy and campaign strategies
from a variety of perspectives prior to the
election. Presenters addressed issues of racial,
sexual, and religious identities, as well as global
public opinion, party politics, and voter
participation. There were 35 presenters during
the two-day event and over100 attendees.
Currently Dr. Moffitt and her co -organizers, Drs.
Heather Harris of Stevenson University and
Catherine Squires of the University of Minnesota,
are working to publish the proceedings of the
conference as an edited volume.

Obama. The conference,

April, 2009

Alumni Event Reflects on the year
1968-Forty Years Later

interdiAsciplinar Qlunguecgrpera,t stydents,and faculy

convenéd in the UMBC Commons on May 1,
2008, for a session reflecting on the tumultuous
eventsthat occurred in 196898 the withdrawal of

o By’ Ifrq;Tbtr}e Qr§5|d%ntlal race amidst mounting
opposition to the Vietham War, the t ragic
assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr., and the
urban disorders that occurred in Baltimore and
around the country in it swake, the assassination
of presidential candidate Robert Kennedy, the
protests at the Democratic National Convention
in August, the election of Richard Nixon in
Novemberd the list goes on.

Drs. Ed Orser and Joby Taylor
director of UMBCG6s Shr
program, led the occasion, sharing insights from
their AMST/LLC undergraduate/graduate course
on the Civil Rights and Peace Movements, and
students in their class presented highlights of
some of their research. Katelyn Chiarello
explored protest songs of the 1960s, while two
students considered UMBC themes Charlene
Kuo discussed the shortlived campus radical
newspaper, The Red Brick, and David Hoffman
reflected on the nature of student engagement.
In addition, adjunct faculty member Duncan
Campbell shared perspectives from theclass he
was currently teaching on the decade of the
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Alumna Mimi Dietrich Teaches Course
on Baltimore Album Quilts

Mimi Dietrich has
established a national reputation
as a practitioner and teacher of
quilting and as an expert on the
distinctive Baltimore Alb um
Quilts, produced byt he <ci t
women in the 1850s. The author of 14 books and
numerous articles, Mimi has consulted with the
Baltimore Museum of Art and the Maryland
Historical Society on major quilting exhibits. In the
spring semester, 2008,

i n r es fodthe AMST department, serving as
instructor for a unigue
Quilts, o which provided
and hands-on experience. Student participants
ranged from some who were experienced quilters

Conference Presentations Explore

the Civil Rights and Peace and knew of Mi miirepustation to those who
Movements confessed they had never learned how to thread a
needle. As a culmination of the course, the

The course teamtaught by Drs. Orser and students displayed the quilt panels ea_ch had made
Taylor also led to panel presentations on related at an end-of-semester clas_sroom exhibit, attended
themes at two conferences in the Spring semester, by students, faculty, and friends. _
2008. In each session,Drs. Orser and Taylor Mimipubl i shed an articl
provided the introduction and established the Colleged i n the spriQuing200 9
context, and students shared highlights from their Quarterly, the Journal of the National Quilting
research on local issues illustrating the themes. On Association, the organization which provided
April 5, the class presented at the conference hosted funding for materials used in the class.

by the University of BaltimorfeMeMBEN 0fo UMBLS gassin
Riots and Rebirth, o with al90dWmi pndpephugband, Bap, have been very
AConvergences and Diver ge ndWgintheAjmniAssogaliqn. rj ght s
and Anti-War Movements, Baltimo r e & &eé:k 0

later, on April 12, the class made a similar
presentation for the conference at UMBC on the
occasion of the 10" anniversary of the
establishment of the Ph.D. program in Language,
Literacy, and Culture, of which American Studies is
a constituent member. The conference theme was
i Bui |Bdidgesgn the City and Beyond:
Languages, Communiti e
t he panel bore the ti
Intersections in 1968: Reflections on the
Baltimore Riots/Rebellion and the Catonsville
Ni ne. 0

Kathy Ruth Vanessa Nakoski

r
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Council of Majors Corner

This past year has brought avariety of
entertaining and educational events for the
American Studies Council of Majors, a group of
undergraduate American Studies majors and
minors, led by
Dr. Nicole King

with assistance
-~ from Dr.
- Tamara
Bhalla . They
started off the fall
term with the
annual visit to the
Edgar Allen Poe
House in
Baltimore city.
This year the
group rounded
out the visit with
lunch at the
historic
Lexington
Market. In
addition to a number of informal and fun pizza
lunches (including a festive, pre-Christmas break
party), in the fall term Dr.Bhalla, the newest
American Studies faculty member, spoke with
undergraduate majors about her current research
project in a talék
Representati on iTieNhnasakgdoa

Related American Studies events included
lectures in the fall and spring terms. The first by
David Matthews
author of Ace of
Spades documented
his experiences
growing up bi-racial
in inner -city
Baltimore. The
secondevent was a =
talk given by noted political writer , Clay Risen ,
author of A Nation on Fire: America in the Wake of
the King Assassination. The first event was
organized by Dr. Kimberly Moffitt and the second
by Dr. Nicole King. The Council looks forward to
an upcoming event late this spring on the
challenges faced by student athletes at UMBC and
will end the academic year with a celebration for
graduating majors.
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News From Alumni

Brian Gambel (1972)surprised his wife
Sue (Beville) (1973) with a return visit to UMBC
to celebrate the 40" anniversary of their meeting
while AMST majors in the early years of the school.
Both had attended Baltimore city high schools (he
at City and she at Western), but they first met in an
English class at UMBC.

Mary Wyatt  (1972)is Executive Director of
the TKF Foundation, based in Annapolis. Founded
by Tom and Kitty Stoner, TKF works with
community and institutional partners to create
natural, meditative places at sites in the Baltimore,
Annapolis, and D.C. Areas.

Mary was involved, on behalf of TKF, with the
funding for UMBCOs tree
which make up the Joseph Beuys Sculpture Park,
the 6™ anniversary of which was celebrated at
observances on campusOctober 3, 2008. The
beautifully-i I | ustr at ed b oo kOpen
Spaces,Sacred Places,published in 2008, was
dedicated to Mary in recognition of her
contribution to TKF projects.

Millie Rahn  (1974) Gave a talk in the fall,
2008, in the Seamen6s B
Massdt he bet hel (or d$veby me

Dick fame, likely to strike a chord with all students

L 3s$ists in cygating four regional folklife festivals in
New England, teaches heritage studies as an
adjunct at Plymouth State University , completed a
project documenting the basket-making and
carving traditions of northeastern Native
Americans, and has just launched the New England
Folk Music Archives.

Cathy
Bielawski  (1977)
received the Board of
Regents Award for
Outstanding Service
to Students. The
award was presented
at a Regents meeting
in September in
recognition of her work

Jason Loviglio,
Cathy Bielawski
with students as a coach mentor, instructor,
recruiter and advisor. Cathy is Director of




6 American Studies

Undergraduate Student Servicesfor the College of
Engineering and Information Technology.

Paul lwancio  (1979)was featured in a
Baltimore Sun article in November, 2007, on the
release of a new CD by the Baltimore Songwriters
Guild entitled
is credited as the founder of the group, described in
the article as fa
who were interested in communicating and
collaborating regularly in an open and comfortable
at mo s p HHe is & long-time member of the
Information Technology staff at UMBC.

Tim O'Malley  (1984) is an officer of
AmeriNational Community Services (ACS), which
helps housing agencies deliver affordable housing
programs through provision of financial services.
He writes that "what | learned from the department
has served me well, both professionally and
personally." Tim's daughter, Lauren, is now a
sophomore at UMBC, majoring in Political Science
and playing on the softball team.

Michael Geise (1997) received his Ph.D. in
History in May, 2008, from American University
with a dissertation on "A Federal Foundation for
Wildlife Conservation: The Evolution of the
National Wildli fe Refuge System, 19201968."
Michael came to UMBC from Maryland's Eastern
Shore, where his father was an administrator at the
Blackwater National Wildlife Refuge, so his
research continuesa family commitment.
Currently he works in the Office of the Registrar at
American University, and he and his wife, UMBC
alumna Danielle, live in Cheverly, Md.

Lauren Madow  (2000) is back from a
f il mmaker 6 dnPéris &ant Belfastland p
working for the Kennedy Center as a teaching artist
with the "On Location" project. She travels around
the US helping kids make documentaries about
artists in their communities. The project takes her
to ten different cities and concludes in June.

Aaron Krebeck  (2000) returned to his
native Charles County to work as a librarian, where
one of his recent projects has been creating an
online digital archive of oral histories from the few
remaining survivors of the fatal 1926 La Plata
tornado. He \eartenedcetsleatn thatt

ASongPaulf r om a B&HaanRithez d (2C01)thgs.a position as

community of

April, 2009

the AMST Council of Majors, which he helped to
found, is still going -s
composed set of bylaws and a few sprints to the
SGA would be my one lasting achievement at
UMBC! 0o

Senior Analyst at the General Accounting Office.
eclectic musicians

Christina Keen  (2001) completed her
Masters of Social Work at Florida State University
in spring, 2008.

Sutton Stokes (2002) is a freelance writer
and editor living in Missoula, Montana . His nifty
blog can be found at
http://www.suttonstokes.com/

David Wright (2003) received his JD at
the University of Maryland Law School last year
and is currently clerking for Judge Patrick
Woodward, Maryland Court of Special Appeals.

Phu Pham (2004) has been hired as a book
conservator for the Smithsonian in D.C.

Lindsey Loeper (2004) is the new Special
Collections Archivist in the Albin O. Kuhn Library
at UMBC. She completed her M.L.S. from the
Cadllege of Information Studies at the University of
Maryland, College Park in 2007. Her
responsibilities in Special Collections include
oversight of the Center for Biological Sciences
Archives, as well as personal, regional, and
institutional archivalcolle ct i on s . It
Lindsey back on campus, and we send
congratulations on her appointment to the
permanent position.

o

Leah Sanford (2004) teaches3 grade in
Howard County public schools.

Casey (Humphrey) Grenier (2004) is
teaching 2" grade in Calvert County public schools.

Stephanie Crawn Sylvester (2004) works
in the Human Relations department at Maryland
Environmental Services.

Katie Llewellyn (2004) is Special Events
h Madagyer for the France-Merrick Performing Arts

O |
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Center at the Hippodrome, the renovated theater Jack Mullee (2008) was awarded a
on downtown Baltimoreds weFulbrigt Sctiodarship for 2008 -09. When he
returns from Argentina in November, he hopes to
Kathleen Jackson Richardson (2005) continue his studies and work toward a Ph.D in
teaches kindergarten at Holabird Academy, a public either anthropology or sociology.
Title 1 school in Baltimore City. She writes,
"because our school has been in "turn around" Lauren Woody ~ (2008) just completed a
mode, we have haq a huge increase in enrollmgnt, successful threemonth stint running the UMBC
and Baltimore Public Schools CEO Dr. Alonzo is Women's Center while director Mikhel Kushner
calling us "one of his favpgrLifjcgeschools. "0 SHe sllay s
that her class size is large this year, but that the
students are doing well, and she hopes that when
t hey graduate in 2025, Ahopefully FQCAJM}QN%VYS t hem wil|l |
III
attend UMBC! Ed Or sfeacdlss on West |[Bal
: Gwynns Falls and the Gwynns Falls Trail has
e it O | (200 PESeIe S parer oL Oy iopeier s prfessiona nerest i r
. . . . ’ and environmental history, his persona
ggggsozad bséthe Unlvder Sity oLBaltl_moresm é\/l arch, commitment to preserviné and ICénhancing park
. A graduate student in American Studies at ) ) .
Boston University, Mary spoke in a panel on sp?ce n IB e}ltlmore, a;nd hAlsolloverof tt}[e ﬁ ut C:f dogrs bi
constructive responses in the aftermath of the riots, ( bl'e a Y b eo ra ; ﬁ e !
presenting a paper entit]l e@" 'r?ﬁwlzpﬁ;t%enho BSJWEP'%Q%?F[%% itorn
Through Community Design: The Early Years of wynns ralls, hé has nad a busy year ieading tours
Balti moreds Neighborhood Df r&qnf rRNCe hilt\laé' ql%souatlon'of
ecreation and Parks and the Urban Affairs
. . . Association), historic preservation organizations
H|euTruo_ng (2005) |sw_ork|ngas§1_ (Bal t |) Mo r ep Herit g e andll ma
Program Coordinator for the National Coalition for and Landscapes), andstudent groups (g Towson
Asian Pacific American Community Development. University enSiror;mental histor%/ clalloss AMST
. . Departmental Honors students, and UMBC
edu caZtia(l)%h:trYJ :heﬂgealopkirgcl)?r?iz/;s?tygﬁg 9 students working on the trail and park as part of an
substitute teaching in the Anne Arundel County Qltgrgaélvae rSpélr:jg Brg:e;]k pr(:)glrja?)l. Iin g)ctorbe; Tjei SRV
public schools. Mor ni ngo program in an ifnte
Greg Walsh  (2007) teachesfourth grade at Sterner, actually conducted as they walked
Hammond Elementary School in Howard County (sometimes b_reathlessly) ‘?"0”9 the trail. This
He recently started his Ma s t progéam with a ' summer he will team up with Visual Arts faculty
focus on classroom pedagogy member Steve Bradley to produce a downloadable
' audio tour for users of the Gwynns Falls Trall,
Vanessa Nakpski (_2008) was accepted into the Leoail:]l:irrlwggorsjltsrgrr:gﬂ;&theai(;}}zht?]rtlanv%:fr;ﬁ& and
September he poke nthe seris hosed b the
assistantship. Her fall semester study included CR:eentSer;o;L:rk;arr]] EnvwgntTeEnleEduca;lotn anl(Jj velt o
theories and methods of American Studies and food imorint: T h G( %: - [~ |
studies, a subject begun with Dr._ Warren I_3e|as_co at amngr.lJrLl. 16 hg wil swezlknatntf?e Villaae Lea?nin asffan
UMBC. And she has taken particular satisfaction P y . % |t 9 9 L
in her opportunity to teach introductory courses ; in FieIdZ'CRgstorlinn Natur(:ll HeriltameoaI:)ne the(z) n nipre:
fact , s h e stwdentstare wonderfumy G : % | ‘ag 9
(mostly) and whenever my own classes get wy nEnd S a S - od : WY
overwhelming, they remind me whyl 6 m .héer e Mor nin gac‘)p pperaor ger a rﬁ goarI\ nM:rnl‘ ho
interview with show host Sheila Kast in advance of
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his March 27 lecture at MICA in the Shaping the
City Lecture Series on
The Legacy of Resident a | Raci al

Kirsten Crase , a doctoral candidate in
American Studies at the University of Maryland,
College Park,presented a portion of her
dissertation research at the American Society for
Environmental History conference this spring, and
her paper,A Wi el di ng Pl ace,
Environment i n Anacohag i a
been accepted for the American Studies Association
convention this fall. She also recently attended the
Appalachian Studies Association conference and
will be participating in the upcoming Lilly -East
Conference on College and University Teaching as
part of her work with the Center for Teaching
Excellence at the University of Maryland, College
Park.

Warren Belasco has been doing a lot of
traveling dur ing his 2008 -9 sabbatical. He's given
talks on "The Ethics of Eating" at Washington
University (Saint Louis), Concordia University
(Montreal), and CCBC (well, that was right here in
Catonsville). In February 2009 he chaired and
commented on a panel titled, "Eating Right:
Regulating the Consuming Body," at a food history
conference hosted by the University of California,
Davis. He's also been part of a traveing discussion
of how American Studies scholars might inform
public food policy. So far this panel has met at the
annual meetings of the Association for the Study of
Food and Society (New Orleans in 2008, Penn State
in 2009), and at the American Studies Association
meeting in Albuquerque (October 2008). A version
of their conversation will be published soon in Food
and Foodways. In October he gave a paper on "The
World of Soy" at Johns Hopkins University's Center
for the Livable Future. And he has made multiple
treks to Boston, where he has been consulting in
the Gastronomy Program at Boston University. In
the fall he taught a graduate seminar therei "The
Many Meanings of Meat." For variety he also taught
some first year classes on food studies at
Georgetown, UC Davis, and UMCP. His journal,
Food, Culture and Society, expanded to four issues
a year in 2008. He is currently thinking about
starting a new research project, tentatively titled ,
"D.C. Eats: An Eco-Culinary History of the Nation's
Capital." The title needs work, but so does the rest

H o me a @apedat the Association for Asian American

April, 2009

of the book. To prod the project along, he's giving a

i B | papek "Terreirt at thegWhiterHouBe?' at aifamad r e||:
S e g r ecgndetemce at Pean State this May. In light of the

Obamas' recent decision to dig a vegetable garden

on the White House lawn, the paper asks whether a

local, sustainable food system is really viable in the

Baltimore -Washington region.

In April , Tamara Bhalla  will be presenting

a StutliesAnpfHprmlulw. @He papey is entitled, A L i t
Identification and the Politics of Representation in
Jhumpa Lahiri's The Namesake part of the panel
0 n dsric Bodies, Community Formations, and
Cultural Re/ Conf i g Dr. Bhalla ltasaso 0
organized a roundtable that was accepted by the
American Studies Association for the annual fall
conference. The rouradt a
Citizenship and the Politics of Belonging: South
Asian Americans as a Multicultural Case Study,0
and brings together scholars in multiple fields,
including Dr. Franklin Odo, head of the
Smithsonian I nstituti
Islander program.

Nicole King presented apaper,"Smiling
Faces, Beautiful Places:The Marketing of Identity
in South Carolina's Tourism Industries ," at the
Organization of American Historians (OAH)
Annual Meeting in Seattle, Washington on March
26, 2009.

Jason Loviglio publishedii Sound E
Gender , Voice and the C
Radio Journal: International Studies in Broadcast
and Audio Media in July of last year. This July, he
will present his current research on the cultural
work of public radio at the Radio Conference: A
Transnational Forum in Toronto. His presentation,
entitled, "This American Life and Neoliberalism,"
will examine the cultural politics of Ira Glass'
popular weekend public radio program. In the fall
of 2009, he will team-teach aHumanities Scholars
courseon "The Human Voice in Social Context"
with Christine Mallinson of the Language, Literacy,
and Culture program.

Kimberly Moffitt co-wrote a chapter with
Dr. Heather Harrisentitled, n A Cr i t i c al
of African American Women through the 'Spiked
Lens,™ which appeared in Fight the Power!l: The

onlb
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Spike Lee Reader published by Peter Lang in
2008. The chapter reviews six of Lee'dilm to
analyze the themes associated with the
representations of African American women and
their relationships with African American men.

Duncan Campbell is currently working
on two projects. The first, an article provisionally
t i t INmeteenthAiCentury Anglo-American
Relations: Myths and Re a | i it beiagspregared
for the Historical Journal . Both Campbell and his
editor hope that this will be completed by the
summer. His second project, a collaboration with
Dr. Kimberly Moffitt, is an edited collection of
essays provisionally titted, The 19806 s:
and Transitional Decade? When not jumping from
one century to the next, he teaches two courses: one
on the 196006s and the
Dream. He sitill lives in Alexandria, Virginia for
ease of travel to both UMBC and the Library of
Congress.

A

Pat McDermott is currently attending the
2008 -2009 HERS Institute for Women Leaders in
Higher Education at Wellesley College. She also has
beeninvitedtopar ti ci paxferdi n AThe
Roundtable on Women's Academic Careers: The
Presumptions and Burdens of P r o atfOxford
University's Harris Manchester College this
summer.

Kathy Bryan is working with the
Kauffman Foundation entrepreneurship initiative
on campus. The purpose of the grant is to
encourage the university to provide students with
more grounding in entrepreneurial thinking and
skills throughout the university. The grant funds a
series of faculty institutes to encourage course
creation and revision. Sheis working on a
participant -observer project to study how this
process varies among the disciplines.

Mike Hummel enjoysteaching courses on
television and ethnography at UMBC. He is
currently working with a fourth informant on his
research project, a series of life history profiles of
local creative artists.

ot h egude&tﬁ cor{nme dv, r'mtés
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Internships

The American Studies department encourageq
all majors to consider an internship. The
internship seminar explores the intersections
between academic analysis and professional
experience. Experiential education provides the
opportunity to apply critical con cepts to situations
outside the classroom; in turn, the internship
supplies new questions and hypotheses to bring
back to the classroom. The internship experience
helps to prepare students for careers utilizing their
major by allowing them to work in appr opriate
:&epiqg% llrn%(% ontacts, explore further career
avenues, and add to their professional resumes.

During the 2008 -2009 academic year,

'J\wergs%ip]s. Reyhan
ezgec interned at Atlantic Video, Inc. in
Washington, D.C. Natalie Walters  interned at
Discovery Communications in Silver Spring,
Maryland. Melanie Mapp interned in
promotions at the WPOC 93.1 radio station in
Baltimore during the fall, which led to a more
involved internship on the Mickey Amelia and
Spiegel Morning Show at 98 Rock in Baltimore
during the spring semester. If you tune in you may
hear Melanie because she is actually part of the
show. Also, during the current semester Katelyn
Chiarello is completing an internship with
Americorps, a program of the Corporation for
National and Community Service. Samantha
McGarity is currently assisting the curator of the
Greenbelt Museum, and Jennifer Clary  is
interning at the Visionary Arts Museum in
Baltimore.

Students taking the internship seminar must
complete 120 hours at the internship, meet every
other week with Dr. King and other internship
students, keep a weekly blog, and complete a final
project relating the internship experience to issues
in American Studies. The internship seminar is
graded pass/fail. The internship seminar meets
every other Monday from 2:30 -5pm during the fall
2009 semester. For more information on
completing an internship for upper -level credit
please email Dr. King atnking@umbc.edu. An
internship is a great way to spend your summer.
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AMST Student Awards

2008
Outstanding Achievement in American
Studies
Emma Aguilar
John O. Mullee
Vanessa Nakoski
Simran Noor
Joe Tobesman Student Award
Sharon Rzepkowski

2009
Outstanding Achievement in American
Studies
Susan M. Kane
Elise C. Pohl
Joe Tobesman Student Award
Winona F. Caesar
Scott N. Swick

Department Honors

Five students completed AMST
Departmental Honors in 2 007-2008: Vanessa
Nakoski, Simran Noor, Elise Pohl, Lauren
Snyder, and Nancy Tewell. Departmental
honors students undertake a series of selected
readings with the
complete a major research project.

Four 2007-8 AMST Departmental Honors
students presented thei
Undergraduate Research and Creaive Achievement

Day, April 23, 2008
are in parentheses):
Vanessa Nakoski, A wil | Ferrell

Under gr aduat eDabtimcTayloir ni t yo dervice. 0

Lauren Snyder, fiThe
Function of

Belasco)

C eBmilgiogn i t vy

Simran Noor , iNei ghbor hood
A Strategy for Redevelopment of West Baltimored
(Ed Orser)
Nancy Tewell, AfEconomic
City:

depart ment Jise Ahetican Bast AthleticrCdnference

(their

FiimspandoMaheademic

Mo d e WarrerCo f f e e h 0 u Jenrsfer Mdtthews

Uni v 2008s i Sheyworked in tolleatioris th@anagement for

Di ver si ttye piinting procdsd aacharckivél conservation.
Col umbBd®rserMar yl ando (
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Written versions of Si mr a n  ahdNMNanch
Tew e | res@asch projects were selected for
publication in the spring, 2009, edition of The
UMBC Review.

Two students are completing Departmental
Honors for 2008 -9, Susan Kane and Alex
Hyland. Their projects have been accepted for
presentations at URCAD on April 22:

Alex Hyland , AThe Baltimore (i
i n Sust ai n adsbndoviglio and Bdg o
Orser)

SusanKane, fiDesi gni fSgnsittve | t u

Curricula in Native American Reservation Schools:
The Semi no lKathyBryaniand red (
Orser).

Spotlight on AMST Majors

In 2008 five AMST majors were inducted into
t he Phi Beta Kappa Soci
most distinguished academic honorary society:
Jennifer Matthews, John Mullee, Vanessa
Nakoski, and Lauren Snyder.

UMBC mends PRavdalk et
its 2008 Male Sportsmanship Award
UMBCO s

named
Johnson
rwimerar ch at

f &lselPoltl y, a dogble inajor in AMST anthe s
Music and an accomplished cellist, received the
Achievement Award in Music in spring, 2008, for
achi

~

was selected for an
internship with the National Museum of American
History in Washington, D.C. , in the fall semester,

the graphic arts department on a project involving
print blocks for #APicto
which required her to learn a great deal about both

r al

D a | |
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MAY 2008 GRADUATION CELEBRATION
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AMST IS GOINGGH TECH

email, please send your current email address to Caro

(harmon@umbc.edy You will still be able to receive

mail by simply not sending your

American Studies has arrived in the 2tentury! You will now be able to receiv
all future editions of the AMST newsletter through email as well as on our

website (vww.umbc.edu/ams}. If you prefer to reeive your newsletter
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AMERICAN STUDIES UMBC
1000 Hilltop Circle

Baltimore, MD 21250
Telephone 413556276

Fax 4104551027

Email harmon@umbc.edu

Faculty

Warren Belasco, Professor

Tamara Bhalla, Assistant Professor
Kathy Bryan, Lecturer

Nicole King, AssistanProfessor

Jason LoviglioAssociateProfessor

Pat McDermott, Associate Profess@Ghair
Kimberly Moffitt, Assistant Professor

Ed Orser, Professor

Carol Harmon, Administrative Assistant

UMBC
An Honors University in Maryland

American Studies Department

University of Maryland, Baltimore County
1000 Hilltop Circle

Baltimore, Maryland 21250

PHONE: 4104556276
FAX: 410-4551027
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The American Studies Newsletter i
a publication of the American
Studies Program at UMBC

Editor: Carol Harmon

Special thanks to Eric Housman, n
student assistant, for all his hard
work.

To submit articles, pictures, or othg
items for the next newsletter
contact: Carol Harmon, Departmen
of American Studies, UMBC 1000
Hilltop Circle, Baltimore, MD
21250, emailharmon@umbc.edu
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