
university of maryland baltimore county • fall 2012

americanstudies



2 • FALL 2012

N E W S 
Joining the department

Professor Theodore S. Gon-
zalves  is  the newest addition to 
the American Studies  faculty. He 
joined the UMBC community in 
the Fall of 2011. Prof. Gonzalves 
comes to Baltimore by way of 
Honolulu, Hawaiʻi, where he was 
an associate professor of Ameri-
can studies at the University of 
Hawaiʻi at Mānoa. He was  affili-
ated with the Department of Eth-
nic Studies, the Center for Philip-
pine Studies, and the Program in 
International Cultural Studies. 
Before his  time in Honolulu, he 
lectured and taught courses as a 
graduate student on several 
campuses in his native California. 
Prof. Gonzalves  earned a bache-
lor’s  degree in political science 
from Santa Clara University, a 
master’s  degree in political sci-
ence from San Francisco State 
University, and a doctorate in 

comparative culture at the Uni-
versity of California at Irvine. His 
academic career began in 1991 
and, in addition to teaching in 
California and Hawaiʻi, Prof. 
Gonzalves has taught in the Phil-
ippines and Spain. His projects 
have taken him to the Philippines 
in 2005 as a U.S. Fulbright Sen-
ior Scholar, the Library of Con-
gress as a Moeson Fellow, and 
to Europe, as a resident faculty 
director at the International Col-
lege of Seville. In 2004, he was 
named a Visiting Artist and 
Scholar at the American Acad-
emy in Rome. Prof. Gonzalves 
has released four book-length 
works, two of which were pub-
lished in 2011—Filipinos  in Ha-
waiʻi, a pictorial history of one of 
the islands’ largest communities; 
and Carlos  Villa and the Integrity 
of Spaces, a collection of essays 

on a critically-acclaimed visual 
artist and educator. In the Fall of 
2012, Prof. Gonzalves began his 
3-year term as chair of the 
American Studies department. 
Please welcome the newest 
member of our AMST family!
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with Dr. GonzalvesQ&A 
Q: What do you enjoy most about teaching?

A: There’s an aspect of paying forward the knowledge and training I’ve been 
given that I take a lot of pleasure in. I understand that really to be more of a re-
sponsibility and a lot of times that can be very satisfying—to witness students 
making their own connections and wanting to share what they’ve learned with 
others. But there’s another side to it, and that’s when I also get a chance to learn 
something. It could come from discussing material I’ve assigned dozens of times 
before and being able to recognize something there I had passed over or from pre-
paring activities and assignments from new material. I’m sure a lot of faculty can 
relate to this: teaching can be a great way to learn. 

Q: What do you see as challenges for the department?

A: Recruiting new majors to AMST is going to be a central goal. And our alumni 
base is going to play a crucial role in the next few years as we continue build on 
the kind of community-making this department has encouraged over the years. 
Every AMST class becomes an opportunity to create dynamic if only temporary 
communities. So, our classroom work is always important in that regard. But the 
programming that takes place on campus and in the surrounding area will also 
speak volumes about what we value intellectually—concepts and themes that are 
at the core of what we do in American Studies such as power, place, and identity. 
As the campus community continues to grow—with first-years and transfers and 
so-called “non-traditional” students—we’ll need to stay in touch with our former 
students because they’re going to be some of the best reasons why anyone should 
be an AMST major. I’d welcome any of our graduates to speak in our classes be-
cause they’ll be able to report back to us about what those concepts like power, 
place, and identity mean in their careers, projects, and neighborhoods.

Q: Any surprises from your first year at UMBC?

A: I had no idea you folks had earthquakes on the east coast! During faculty orien-
tation in August of ‘11, the ground shook and some light fixtures rattled a bit. It 
instantly felt at home.

The American Studies department wishes to thank Professor Carole McCann, 
who served as interim chair of the department during the 2011-2012 academic 
year. In recent years, the department faced a lot of challenges with the shuffling 
of personnel. All of the faculty and staff have taken on a variety of duties to keep 
the department’s administrative work on track. But Dr. McCann deserves special 
recognition for keeping all of the trains running. In the Fall of 2012, Dr. McCann 
continues her teaching and work as the Director of UMBC’s Program in Gender 
and Women’s Studies.
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WARREN BELASCO [PROFESSOR EMERITUS] Since “retir-
ing” in May 2011, Warren Belasco has been busier than 
ever, mainly in the food studies world. Since last June he 
has been serving as Executive Director of the Association 
for the Study of Food and Society, a 500-member interna-
tional network of food scholars that publishes a journal, 
Food,  Culture and Society, and meets annually. Being 
Exec. Director is somewhat like being a department chair 
in that you have to bug everyone to do the things they said 
they would, and they don’t pay any attention. In addition 
Warren has helped to set up an informal Chesapeake-area 
group of food scholars who meet regularly to discuss cur-
rent research. It’s quite remarkable how many academics 
are “doing food” nowadays, and many universities have 
groups of faculty collaborating to develop food courses and 
tracks, especially in American Studies. Along those lines, 
Warren chaired a panel discussion “What is the Place of 
Food Studies in American Studies?” at the ASA convention 
in Baltimore, October 2011; that session gave birth to a 
new ASA Food Studies Caucus that will sponsor its own 
sessions at the annual meetings. Belasco is also a Visiting 
Professor of Gastronomy at Boston University; in the fall 
of 2010 he taught his “Many Meanings of Meat” hybrid 
course as a graduate seminar at BU, and in the fall of 2011, 
he will be teaching a U.S. Food History seminar there. In 
addition to traveling to Boston several times to teach and to 
deliver the Jacques Pepin Lecture on Food, Wine, and the 
Arts (September), he has spoken about the future of food at 
Union College (October), the University of Sheffield, UK 
(November), and Virginia Tech (March). Closer to home, 
he talked about his new work on the culinary history of 
Washington,  D.C., at the German Historical Institute (No-
vember), the Culinary Historians of Washington (March), 
and the Food Scholars of the Chesapeake’s research collo-
quium (May). A preliminary chapter on this research, “Ter-
roir in Washington: Inventing Food Traditions for the Na-
tion’s Capital,” will appear in a forthcoming collection of 

anthropological essays, Food as Cultural Heritage (Ash-
gate). His essay, “Body and Soul,” which surveys changing 
ways of thinking about health and wellness, was published 
early this year in A Cultural History of Food In the Modern 
Age, edited by Amy Bentley (London: Berg, 2012). His 
essay, “Food and Social Movements,” is in press as part of 
Jeffrey Pilcher’s Oxford Handbook of Food History. At the 
moment he is writing an introduction to The AHA Survey 
of Food History, to be published by University of Califor-
nia Press,  as well as the preface to Food Words: Essays in 
Culinary Culture, edited by Peter Jackson,  to be published 
by Berg.  And along with two British colleagues, Anne 
Murcott and Peter Jackson, he is in the final stages of edit-
ing The Handbook of Food Research, forthcoming from 
Berg. 

TAMARA BHALLA [ASSISTANT PROFESSOR] In the Sum-
mer of 2011, Prof. Bhalla won the Dresher Center Summer 
Faculty Research Fellowship. In May 2011, she attended a 
junior faculty mentoring workshop sponsored by the East 
of California Asian American Studies Association at Penn 
State. In the Spring of 2012, Prof. Bhalla’s article, “Being 
(and Feeling) Gogol: Reading and Recognition in Jhumpa 
Lahiri’s The Namesake” was published in MELUS Journal. 
Also, in the Spring of 2012 she organized a panel, “Carib-
bean Ambivalence: Nation, Transnationality, and Outsider-
ness.” Prof. Bhalla will be presenting a paper on Jamaica 
Kincaid’s A Small Place at the 2012 American Studies As-
sociation Conference in Puerto Rico.

THEODORE S. GONZALVES [ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR AND 
DEPARTMENT CHAIR] In his first year at UMBC, Prof. 
Gonzalves taught a section of Multicultural America 
(which focused on histories of American non-violent social 
movements), Studies in American Culture,  Studies in Asian 
American Culture, and a 400-level course on the 
U.S.-Philippine War. In the Fall of 2011, Prof.  Gonzalves 

F A C U L T Y 
Updates
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published two books: a pictorial history of Filipino com-
munities in Hawaiʻi, and a collection of essays on the 
critically-acclaimed visual artist/educator Carlos Villa. In 
April, Prof.  Gonzalves presented his latest research at the 
Washington,  D.C. meeting of the Association for Asian 
American Studies. At the end of the Spring 2012 semester, 
Prof. Gonzalves completed a discussion guide for John 
Sayles’ 17th feature-length work, Amigo, which will be 
included in the DVD release of the film. For the Fall of 
2012, he is teaching two sections of Studies in Asian 
American Cultures and in the Spring of 2013, will teach a 
section of AMST 300 Introduction to American Studies as 
well as a graduate seminar on American cultural studies. In 
November 2012, he will make a presentation at the Ameri-
can Studies Conference in San Juan, Puerto Rico on John 
Sayles’ historical novel, A Moment in the Sun. Prof. Gon-
zalves is starting a new research project that involves re-
corded sound and revolutionary political movements of the 
1970s and 1980s. 

NICOLE KING [ASSISTANT PROFESSOR] During the sum-
mer of 2011,  Steve Bradley (Associate Professor,  Visual 
Arts UMBC) and Prof. King received the CAHSS/IRC 
Fellowship to work with the staff of UMBC’s Imaging Re-
search Center (IRC) to develop a digital mapping website, 
“Mapping Baybrook,” which focuses on the social history 
of the industrial neighborhoods of extreme south Balti-
more.  The Mapping Baybrook prototype has been popu-
lated and will debut at an event in Curtis Bay in the fall of 
2012. See http://mappingbaybrook.org/ in fall 2012 for 
more information. 

Prof. King also organized a panel for the annual meet-
ing of the American Studies Association in Baltimore dur-
ing October 2011 called “Baltimore City as Laboratory: 
Transformations of Urban History Through Public History 
Programming.” Prof. King’s book, Sombreros and Motor-
cycles in a Newer South: The Politics of Aesthetics in South 
Carolina’s Tourism Industry (University Press of Missis-
sippi), was published in the Spring of 2012. The book de-
velops the concept of the “newer South” through case stud-
ies on the South of the Border roadside attraction, contro-
versial site of the largest sombrero in the world,  and the 
historically black beach of Atlantic Beach, which is home 
to a popular but controversial motorcycle festival. These 
place-based case studies of overlooked tourist sites offer a 
new lens to view how issues of race,  place, and aesthetics 
affect social change on the ground.

In February 2012, Dr. King presented her recent re-
search,  “Mapping Baybrook: Environmental Justice in 
South Baltimore,” for a large crowd at the Village Learning 
Place in Baltimore as part of the Baltimore City Historical 
Society’s History Evenings programming. She also pre-
sented this new research at the Masonville Cove Citizen’s 
Advisory Committee meeting in April. 

Dr. King was an invited panelist presenting “Building 
Networks for Preserving Places: University and Commu-
nity Partnerships” as part of the “Public History as Civic 
Engagement: Place-Based Learning as Both an Opportu-

nity and a Problem for History Education” session at the 
joint annual meeting of the Organization of American His-
torians and the National Council for Public History (OAH/
NCPH). The session participants were invited to submit our 
papers for publication in The Journal of Urban History.  The 
day before the OAH/NCPH conference, Dr. King partici-
pated in the Milwaukee THATCamp. THATCamp stands 
for “The Humanities and Technology Camp.” It is an un-
conference: an open, inexpensive meeting where humanists 
and technologists of all skill levels learn and build together 
in sessions proposed on the spot. This “unconference” 
helped to develop Dr.  King’s skills and enhance her abili-
ties to plan for the second annual “Bmore Historic” uncon-
ference in Baltimore in 2012. 

KIMBERLY MOFFITT [ASSISTANT PROFESSOR] Dr.  Moffitt 
had an exciting year appearing as a frequent radio guest on 
The Marc Steiner Show (WEAA 88.9 FM) and Midday 
with Dan Rodricks (WYPR 88.1 FM).  She participated in 
radio segments associated with her research interests--
mediated representations of African Americans--as well as 
discussions related to her edited volume on the 2008 
Obama presidential campaign.

Dr. Moffitt (along with her co-editor Dr.  Regina Spell-
ers Sims) also received the “2011 Outstanding Book 
Award” from the National Communication Association’s 
(NCA) African American Communication and Culture Di-
vision and the Black Caucus.  While attending the NCA, 
she served as a panel respondent on two panels regarding 
the 2012 Obama presidential campaign and the Preparing 
Future Faculty program, a nationally-recognized endeavor 
tasked with preparing Ph.D. students for faculty roles.

Dr. Moffitt will be on leave in Fall 2012 completing 
two research projects focusing on Disney’s The Princess 
and the Frog, the first such movie to feature an African-
American heroine/princess. She is also working on a sur-
vey study on the response of Baltimore residents to the 
former HBO series, The Wire.

Upon her Spring 2013 return, she will be teaching her 
popular, Black Hair and Body Politics seminar.  She is also 
working on two new courses that will focus on the role of 
Disney in American Society and a Critical Decades course 
about the 1980s, which is based on another co-edited vol-
ume published in 2010.

Dr. Moffitt spends her remaining waking hours with 
her family who are camping and hiking enthusiasts.  She is 
also an active PTA parent and Girl Scout troop leader at her 
children’s school.

ED ORSER [PROFESSOR EMERITUS] Prof. Orser remains 
involved with the department,  especially through the activi-
ties of the Orser Center for Place, Community, and Culture, 
directed by Nicole King.  Nicole and Ed were co-
organizers of the Baltimore City Historical Society’s con-
ference on Baltimore neighborhood history on May 11, 
2011. Co-sponsored by the two organizations, the confer-
ence was hosted by the Maryland State Historical Society, 
and WYPR served as the media sponsor.

http://mappingbaybrook.org
http://mappingbaybrook.org
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Ed coordinated the judging of essays for the 2011 
Joseph L. Arnold Prize of the Baltimore City Historical 
Society for the best paper submitted on Baltimore history.  
The prize honors the memory of UMBC History professor 
Joe Arnold, who collaborated with Ed on publication of a 
history of Catonsville and was considered by many as “the 
dean of Baltimore historians.”  Judges included faculty 
from area universities.  This year’s award was conferred on 
Sara Patenaude for her paper, “Playing Fair: The Fight for 
Interracial Athletics in Baltimore.”  Sara, now a Ph.D. stu-
dent at Georgia State University, conducted her research in 
UMBC’s Masters of Historical Studies program under the 
guidance of Professor Michelle Scott.  

Given his passion for parks and environmental stew-
ardship, it may not seem surprising that Ed has taken on a 
part-time position as director for the Urban Resources Ini-
tiative, a partnership between the Parks & People Founda-
tion,  the Baltimore Department of Recreation and Parks, 
and UMBC and other area universities, to provide interns 
for projects in Baltimore’s parks.  This summer eight 
interns--undergraduate and graduate students--will under-
take tasks ranging from the study of the use of solar panels 
to wildlife management and outdoor recreation programs.  
Internships are also available for the fall and spring semes-
ters (posted on the web site of the Parks & People Founda-
tion).

MICHELLE STEFANO [WRITER-IN-RESIDENCE] Michelle L. 
Stefano is a Writer-in-Residence in the American Studies 
Department, spearheading the partnership between Mary-
land Traditions and UMBC. Maryland Traditions is a col-
laborative statewide folklife partnership program of the 
Maryland State Arts Council with support from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Arts, designed to create a lasting 
infrastructure for the documentation, promotion and cele-
bration of traditional culture in Maryland.

In November, 2011, Michelle’s paper, Responding to 
Change: the economic crisis, museums and ecomuseologi-
cal opportunities, was published as part of the Proceedings 
of the Kenneth Hudson Seminars (2009-2010) by the 
European Museum Academy. Focusing within the UK, the 
paper argues for a more community-based way forward for 
museums in response to increasing economic instability 
and diminishing government funding.

Michelle also co-edited Safeguarding Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage,  which was published by Boydell & Brewer, 
Ltd., in April, 2012. The volume includes contributions 
from twenty-five leading anthropologists, archaeologists, 
heritage scholars and practitioners to examine holistic ap-
proaches to sustaining local cultural expressions,  identities 
and values from throughout the world. It has recently been 
nominated for the Katherine Briggs Folklore Award estab-
lished by the Folklore Society of the UK. 

In April, 2012, Michelle organized a Humanities Fo-
rum discussion panel at UMBC on the concept of ‘authen-
ticity’  with respect to living cultural expressions.  Panelists 
included Dr. Theodore Gonzalves,  Dr.  Clifford Murphy of 
Maryland Traditions, Neil Silberman of the Center for 

Heritage & Society (UMASS Amherst) and Dr. Rachel 
Delgado of the Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage of 
the Smithsonian. 

In June, 2012, Michelle will be running a session on 
‘Interstitial Heritage’ at the Association for Critical Heri-
tage Studies conference in Gothenburg, Sweden. She will 
also be presenting the paper, Intervening Together? 
Authenticity, Change and Community Agency in Safe-
guarding the Singing and Praying Living Tradition (Mary-
land, USA),  co-written with Dr. Clifford Murphy. The pa-
per focuses on issues of authenticity,  change and commu-
nity agency during public folklore,  or ‘applied heritage 
studies’, interventions. Specifically,  it examines the process 
of promoting and safeguarding the Singing and Praying 
living tradition from the perspectives of its communities. 
This living tradition, which is unique to the Delmarva re-
gion, is an African-American devotional/musical tradition 
with origins in West African religion, Christianity, and 
African-American ring shout traditions. Michelle has re-
ceived a Professional Development Grant from the Ameri-
can Folklore Society to participate in this conference. 

For the past three years, Michelle has been teaching 
and leading workshops during the month of August as part 
of the Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology 
Centre (Bangkok) Intangible Cultural Heritage and Muse-
ums Field School in Lamphun, Thailand. This school 
brings together students, museum staff, archaeological site 
managers and heritage practitioners in the Greater Mekong 
Sub-region (Bhutan, China, Cambodia, Lao PDR, Thai-
land, Malaysia, Indonesia, Timor Leste and Vietnam). 
Michelle is also standing on the Organizing Committee for 
a conference with the Green Lines Institute for Sustainable 
Development (Portugal) that seeks to explore local-level, 
community-based (and community owned) heritage man-
agement approaches from across the world. Ecomuseums 
2012 will convene in Lisbon in September, 2012 and will 
bring together participants from Africa, Asia, Australia, 
North and South America and Europe.
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P U B L I C A T I O N S
New from AMST faculty
HOW SOUTH OF THE BORDER AND ATLANTIC BEACH RE-

FLECT CULTURAL SHIFTS IN A MORE INCLUSIVE SOUTH

In 1949 Alan Schafer opened South of the Border, a 
beer stand located on bucolic farmland in Dillon 
County, South Carolina, near the border separating 
North and South Carolina. As tourist traffic grew, the 
stand developed a faux Mexican border town theme 

featuring kitsch souvenirs  such as 
sombreros, toy piñatas, and viv-
idly colored panchos. Within five 
years, the beer stand had grown 
into a restaurant, then a series of 
restaurants, and then a theme 
park, complete with gas stations, 
motels, a miniature golf course, 
and an adult-themed shop. Flashy 

billboards--featuring South of the Border’s stereo-
typical bandito, Pedro--advertised the locale from 
hundreds of miles away. An hour south of Schafer’s 
site lies the Grand Strand region--sixty miles of 
South Carolina beaches  and various forms of recrea-
tion. Within this region, Atlantic Beach has  been a 
primary tourist destination for African Americans 
since the 1940s, as it was one of the few recreational 
beaches open to them. Since the 1990s, the beach 
has been home to the Atlantic Beach Bikefest, a mo-
torcycle festival event that draws thousands of Afri-
can Americans and other tourists  annually. Sombre-
ros and Motorcycles in a Newer South (University 
Press of Mississippi, 2012) studies both locales  to 
illustrate how they serve as lenses for viewing the 
historical, social, and aesthetic aspects  embedded in 
a place’s culture over time. In doing so, author P. 
Nicole King develops the concept of the “Newer 

South,” the contemporary era of southern culture 
that integrates  Old South and New South history and 
ideas about issues such as  race, taste, and regional 
authenticity. Tracing South Carolina’s tourism indus-
try through these places, King analyzes  the collision 
of southern identity and place with national and 
global commercial culture from the 1940s onward.

SCHOLARLY ESSAYS, POEMS AND CREATIVE WRITINGS 

THAT EXAMINE THE MEANINGS OF THE BLACK ANATOMY IN 

OUR CHANGING GLOBAL WORLD.  The body, including its 
hair, is  said to be read like a text where readers  draw 
certain interpretations based on signs, symbols, and 
culture. Each chapter in Blackberries and Red-
bones: Critical Articulations of Black Hair/Body 
Politics in Africana Communities (Hampton Press, 
2010), edited by Kimberly R. Moffitt and Regina E. 
Spellers, interrogates  that notion by addressing the 

question, “As a text, how are 
Black bodies and Black hair read 
and understood in life, art, popu-
lar culture, mass media, or cross-
cultural interactions?” Utilizing a 
critical perspective, each con-
tributor articulates how relation-
ships  between physical appear-
ance, genetic structure, and politi-

cal ideologies  impact the creativity, expression, and 
everyday lived experiences of Blackness. In this  in-
terdisciplinary volume, discussions  are made more 
complex and move beyond the “straight versus  kinky 
hair” and “light skin versus dark skin” paradigm. In-
stead efforts  are made to emphasize the material 
consequences associated with the ways  in which the 
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Black body is  read and (mis)understood. The aptness 
of this work lies in its  ability to provide a meaningful 
and creative space to analyze body politics—high-
lighting the complexities  surrounding these issues 
within, between, and outside Africana communities. 
The book provides  a unique opportunity to both 
celebrate and scrutinize the presentation of Black-
ness in everyday life, while also encouraging readers 
to forge ahead with a deeper understanding of these 
ever-important issues. Winner of the 2011 Outstand-
ing Book Award from the National Communication 
Association’s  African American Communication and 
Culture Division and the Black Caucus.

A PICTORIAL HISTORY OF ONE OF HAWAII’S MOST SIGNIFI-

CANT ASIAN ETHNIC COMMUNITIES. Nearly one in four 
persons in the archipelago of Hawaiʻi is of Filipino 
heritage. Representing one-fifth of the state’s work-
force, Filipinos have been in Hawai’i for more than a 
century, turning the rough and raw materials of sugar 
and pineapple into billion-dollar commodities. In their 
new book, Filipinos in Hawaiʻi (Arcadia Publishing, 
2011), authors Theodore S. Gonzalves and Roder-
ick N. Labrador trace a history from 1946—the last 
year that sakadas  (plantation workers) were imported 
from the Philippines—to the centennial year of their 

settlement in Hawai’i. Filipinos  are 
central to much that has been 
built and cherished in the state, 
including the agricultural industry, 
tourism, military presence, labor 
movements, community activism, 
politics, education, entertainment, 
and sports.

AN ANTHOLOGY SURVEYING THE MOST SIGNIFICANT 

AMERICAN ARTIST OF FILIPINO HERITAGE CURRENTLY AT 

WORK. Essays and poetry by Bill Berkson, David A.M. 
Goldberg, Theodore S. Gonzalves, Mark Dean John-
son, Margo Machida, and Moira Roth.       Carlos 
Villa and the Integrity of Spaces (Meritage Press, 
2011) features a gallery of 77 images of the artist's 
work from 1961 to 2011. Advance praise: “For this 
beautiful book, cultural studies  scholar Theo Gon-
zalves brings together the most relevant and impor-
tant voices  on the work of Carlos  Villa, which spans 
more than half a century. Together with Gonzalves’ 
own detailed and nuanced essay, which provides a 
rich context for our understanding and appreciation 
of Villa’s  art and life, they variously illuminate how the 

artist’s vision emerges 
from Filipino American 
history, how his work en-
gages the work of other 
American visual artists, 
and how he thinks about 
and makes art. The book 
ends as powerfully as it 
begins, with Villa’s  own 

words, both as a teacher and artist. Carlos  Villa and 
the Integrity of Spaces is the definitive work on one 
of the most important American artists  of our 
time.”—Elaine H. Kim, author of Fresh Talk/Daring 
Gazes: Conversations on Asian American Art. 
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Director of the Orser Center, Nicole King, 

worked with history and preservation organiza-

tions in the state of Maryland to plan the inau-

gural 2011 “Bmore Historic” un-conference at 

the Maryland Historical Society on December 2. 

The kickoff Bmore Historic event was also a Fall 

2011 Humanities Forum, Marci Reaven’s public 

lecture, “Giving the Past Presence: Public His-

tory Experiments in New York City,” at UMBC 

on December 1, 2011. Professors Orser and 

King served on the organizing committee for the 

May 11, 2012 conference, “Baltimore Neigh-

borhoods, Baltimore History” at the Maryland 

Historical Society. For more information about 

the conference or for a link to Marci Reaven’s 

talk at UMBC, please visit the Orser Center 

blog: http://amstcommunitystudies.org.

The Orser Center
FOR THE STUDY OF PLACE, COMMUNITY, AND CULTURE

http://amstcommunitystudies.org
http://amstcommunitystudies.org
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A L U M N I
Updates and advice
TRISH BALDWIN (AMST ’06) has 
been promoted to Classified Sales 
Manager, Recruitment, at the Bal-
timore Sun Media Group. Trish 
brings more than five years of ex-
perience in recruitment sales. 
Thank you to SUE HAHN 
(AMST ’06), Trish’s mother, for 
sending us the news!

EMILY HUNGER (AMST & VISUAL 
ARTS ‘06) recently joined the Field 
Book Project as a full time cata-
loger. She had worked previously 
as an intern for the project, cata-
loging 382 books related to the 
Pacific Ocean Biological Survey 
Program. Emily holds an MLS from 
the University of Maryland’s iS-
chool.

KEVIN KELEHAN (AMST ‘73), a 
partner with Carney, Kelehan, 
Bresler, Bennett and Scherr LLP, 
recently received the Trustees’ 
Award for Outstanding Service to 
Howard Community College. Kele-
han co-chairs the Howard Com-
munity College Educational Foun-
dation Campaign Council.

HILLARY LENNOX (AMST ‘12) con-
tinues her position at the National 
Park Service’s Historic Preserva-
tion Training Center, as a preserva-
tion maintenance worker (currently 
working at the Weir Farm National 
Historic Site in Wilton, CT). Grad 
school will have to wait another 

year, as she will have grown rest-
less while in school and is looking 
forward to the travel opportunities 
her job provides. Unfortunately (or 
fortunately?), Hillary hasn’t yet de-
cided exactly which path she 
should take from here, though she 
knows her future involves more 
time spent in a classroom. Advice 
to current students: “Say yes.”

AMANDA MOORE (AMST ‘12) 
plans on traveling to Portland, 
Oregon to visit friends and will 
spend multiple dates volunteering 
at the Vans Warped Tour with dif-
ferent non-profit organizations. 
She’ll be going back to work at 
Fieldstone Animal Inn where she’s 
been since high school and taking 
certificate classes at a local com-
munity college. Grad school is an 
option, but not at this exact mo-
ment, and eventually, Amanda will 
be moving to Arizona. Advice to 
current students: “Don’t stress 
yourselves out, everything is 
doable as long as you plan 
ahead and manage your time 
well.”

KAITLYN O’DONNELL (AMST ‘12) 
just moved into the Mount Vernon 
area of Baltimore City, and will be 
living with her fiancee for the next 
2-3 years. For the next year, she 
will be attending graduate school 
at the University of Maryland, Bal-
timore’s School of Social Work to 

receive a Master of Social Work 
degree. Kaitlyn will be concentrat-
ing on clinical maternal and child 
health. After she graduates in 
2013, Kaitlyn will be moving on to 
work in the maternal and child 
health social work field, preferably 
in reproductive/sexual health and 
education in a hospital/clinic set-
ting. Eventually, she’d like to work 
as a fertility counselor at a fertility-
focused hospital. Advice to cur-
rent students: “Make sure to 
take time during your college 
career to take classes that 
really interest you, especially 
within your American Studies 
major. My advisors were un-
derstanding and helped me to 
make my schedule really fit my 
interests and future goals, so 
remember that they are an ex-
cellent resource!”

JUANITA SINGLETARY JONES 
(AMST ‘83) and her husband Jim, 
celebrated their one-year wedding 
anniversary on February 26, 2012. 
Juanita is a construction contracts 
manager at Morgan State Univer-
sity and Jim is an information 
technology project manager at the 
State of Maryland Department of 
Human Resources.

Stay in touch with us! If you’re an alum or know of 
other AMST grads, please make sure we have 
your contact information!

Visit: www.umbc.edu/amst
E-mail: american.studies@umbc.edu

Follow: Twitter.com/umbc_amst  
Like: Facebook.com/UMBC Department of American Studies
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S T U D E N T S
Awards and research

The Outstanding Achievement in American 
Studies Award is given to those who have dem-
onstrated superior academic performance and 
made significant contributions to the school and 
the community. The following students received 
this award in the spring of 2012: Ryan Cabana, 
Hillary Lennox, and Kaitlyn O’Donnell.

The following made outstanding presentations at the 16th An-
nual Undergraduate Research and Creative Achievement Day 
(URCAD), April 25, 2012: Jason Dubbs, “There and Back Again: 
Analyzing Adventure Cycling in America” (Mentor: Dr. Theodore 
S. Gonzalves); Jordan Dubbs, “The American Road Trip: A 
Reading of the Landscape” (Mentor: Dr. Nicole King); and Hillary 
Lennox, “To Have and to Withhold: Projections of Thrift on the 
Modern Consumer” (Mentor: Dr. Kathy Bryan)

The Joe Tobesman Returning Student Award was 
named for an early alumnus of AMST and recognizes 
those who exemplify enthusiasm for learning, gener-
osity of spirit, and contribution to the lives of others. 
Ronnie Polk received this award in the spring of 
2012.

Congratulations!


