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RS#02:  Selection from Common Sense 
Written by Thomas Paine 

Of Monarchy and Hereditary Succession 

In the early ages of the world, according to the scripture chronology there were no kings; the 
consequence of which was, there were no wars; it is the pride of kings which throws mankind 
into confusion. Holland, without a king hath enjoyed more peace for this last century than any 
of the monarchical governments in Europe. Antiquity favors the same remark; for the quiet and 
rural lives of the first Patriarchs have a happy something in them, which vanishes when we 
come to the history of Jewish royalty. 

Government by kings was first introduced into the world by the heathens, from whom the 
children of Israel copied the custom. It was the most prosperous invention the devil ever set on 
foot for the promotion of idolatry. The heathens paid divine honors to their deceased kings, 
and the Christian world has improved on the plan by doing the same to their living ones. How 
impious is the title of sacred majesty applied to a worm, who in the midst of his splendor is 
crumbling into dust! 

Another evil which attends hereditary succession (passing the crown to the next member of the 
family that is in line for the thrown) is, that the throne is subject to be possessed by a minor at 
any age; all which time the regency acting under the cover of a king have every opportunity and 
inducement to betray their trust. The same national misfortune happens when a king worn out 
with age and infirmity enters the last stage of human weakness. In both these cases the public 
becomes a prey to every miscreant who can tamper successfully with the follies either of age or 
infancy. 

In short, monarchy and succession have laid (not this or that kingdom only) but the world in 
blood and ashes. 'Tis a form of government which the word of God bears testimony against, 
and blood will attend it. 

In England a king hath little more to do than to make war and give away places; which, in plain 
terms, is to empoverish the nation and set it together by the ears. A pretty business indeed for 
a man to be allowed eight hundred thousand sterling a year for, and worshipped into the 
bargain! Of more worth is one honest man to society, and in the sight of God, than all the 
crowned ruffians that ever lived. 

Thoughts on the Present State of American Affairs 

But Britain is the parent country, say some. Then the more shame upon her conduct. Even 
brutes do not devour their young, nor savages make war upon their families. Wherefore, the 
assertion, if true, turns to her reproach; but it happens not to be true, or only partly so, and the 
phrase PARENT OR MOTHER COUNTRY hath been jesuitically adopted by the King and his 
parasites, with a low papistical design of gaining an unfair bias on the credulous weakness of 
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our minds. Europe, and not England, is the parent country of America. This new World hath 
been the asylum for the persecuted lovers of civil and religious liberty from EVERY PART of 
Europe. Hither have they fled, not from the tender embraces of the mother, but from the 
cruelty of the monster; and it is so far true of England, that the same tyranny which drove the 
first emigrants from home, pursues their descendants still. 

I challenge the warmest advocate for reconciliation to show a single advantage that this 
continent can reap by being connected with Great Britain. I repeat the challenge; not a single 
advantage is derived. Our corn will fetch its price in any market in Europe, and our imported 
goods must be paid for buy them where we will. 

But the injuries and disadvantages which we sustain by that connection, are without number; 
and our duty to mankind at large, as well as to ourselves, instruct us to renounce the alliance: 
because, any submission to, or dependence on, Great Britain, tends directly to involve this 
Continent in European wars and quarrels, and set us at variance with nations who would 
otherwise seek our friendship, and against whom we have neither anger nor complaint. As 
Europe is our market for trade, we ought to form no partial connection with any part of it. It is 
the true interest of America to steer clear of European contentions, which she never can do, 
while, by her dependence on Britain, she is made the makeweight in the scale of British politics. 

A government of our own is our natural right. 

Of the Present Ability of America: with some Miscellaneous Reflections 

These proceedings may at first seem strange and difficult, but like all other steps which we have 
already passed over, will in a little time become familiar and agreeable; and until an 
independence is declared, the Continent will feel itself like a man who continues putting off 
some unpleasant business from day to day, yet knows it must be done, hates to set about it, 
wishes it over, and is continually haunted with the thoughts of its necessity. 
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