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Did the Reality Match the Expectations for Kansas Homesteaders? 

RS#01: Kansas Farmers: Evidence (Group 1) 
 

Directions:  Analyze the historical sources and complete the chart and questions 

found on the Kansas Farmers: Document Analysis Worksheet. 

Be specific and detailed in your answers. 

 

Robert Burgin Homestead, Barber County, Kansas 

 

 

 

Robert Burgin homestead, Barber County, Kansas. Between 1880-1890.   

Kansas Historical Society, Topeka, KS.  Kansas Memory.  Web.  28 June 2010. 

 

 

 

 

The photograph depicts a homestead sometime between 1880 and 1890.  The photograph was possibly 

taken to document the progress of the family’s homestead.  Nothing is known about the photographer.  
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Ada McColl gathering buffalo chips 

 

 

 

 

McColl, Ada.  Ada McColl gathering buffalo chips.  1893. Kansas Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 

Kansas Memory.  Web.  29 June 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ada McColl was a prairie woman who enjoyed photography.  She photographed herself doing a 

common chore on the prairie, gathering chips for fuel.  Many places in Kansas and other prairie 

states lacked trees.  The photo is taken in 1893, near the end of the settlement of Kansas. 
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Prairie Fire  

 

 

 

 

The article, written in 1879, describes the impact of a prairie fire.   The prairie fire was possible due to 

the dry conditions during the time period.  The author is unknown, but the article was printed in Burrton 

Telephone.   
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Burrton Telephone. Prairie Fire. March 22, 1879.  Kansas Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas.  Kansas 

Memory.  Web. 29 June 2010. 


