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A Word From UMBC CWIT Director  
Dr. Penny Rheingans 

Iôm so pleased to be able to introduce this inau-
gural issue of the CWIT Update. Weôve had a 
busy year full of new faces, big changes, and 
impressive accomplishments. Weôve captured a 
sample for you here. 
 
In the last year, much of our effort and energy 
has centered on the two Scholar Programs 
housed in CWIT. The CWIT Scholars Program 
provides scholarships and support programming 
for highly qualified students in chemical and 
biochemical engineering, computer engineering, 
computer science, information systems, and 
mechanical engineering who are committed to 
increasing the representation of women in those 
fields. The SITE Scholars Program uses a grant 
from the National Science Foundation to fund 
scholarships and support programming for 
highly qualified students in the same five majors, 
extending the focus to include transfer students, 
underrepresented minorities, and students with 
financial need. Our Scholars are retained and 
graduate in their majors at a high rate, get great 

experience in internships and research 
labs, learn to become leaders, and move 
on to exciting jobs and graduate programs. 
One of the recent innovations of which I am 
most proud is our new Student Board, a 
group of Scholars who have stepped up to 
take an active part in shaping what CWIT is 
and will become. 
 
Increasingly, we are working to expand the 
CWIT influence more broadly across the 
College of Engineering and Information 
Technology.  Weôre working to make stu-
dent voices heard by sponsoring student 
meetings with department chairs, focus 
groups, and a survey about academic and 
gender climate in the College. Weôre reach-
ing out to more students through our Affili-
ates Program that invites COEIT students 
to take part in selected CWIT activities. And 
finally, our Scholars are getting out the message 
that engineering and IT are fun by participating 
in recruiting and outreach activities. 

Meet the New Assistant Director  
I come to UMBC with a Masters of Educa-
tion in College Student Personnel from the 
University of Maryland, College Park, where 
I worked at the University Career Center 
with experiential learning initiatives. I also 
have a Bachelors of Arts in Psychology 
from the University of Arizona, where I 
worked with student success programs 
such as TRIO and other campus-based 
programs. For the CWIT Scholars program, 
my experience with teaching, counseling, 
advising, and career development have 

proven to be an excellent complement to 
Pennyôs vast IT knowledge and experi-
ences in academe. We make a great team! 
 

Having a background in College Student 

Affairs, I am well aware of many of the 

issues of STEM underrepresentation in 

college and beyond. It is for this reason that 

I sincerely believe in the mission of CWIT 

and I wanted to be a part of it. After begin-

ning this position in July, I have had the 

pleasure of being able to work with 

some of the best and brightest Engi-

neering and IT students ï women and 

men who are learning what it takes to 

be a leader in their field and have the 

desire to make a difference ï as well 

as so many great CWIT supporters on 

campus and off. I am very pleased to 

be a part of this organization and am 

excited about what the future of CWIT 

will bring.  
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The next year holds new people, new activities,   
and new challenges. Should be fun. 
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Among numerous UMBC aca-
demic honors, such as Presi-
dents List and Deans List, 
within the past year the fol-
lowing CWIT and SITE scholars 
have received other honors 
and awards from UMBC and 
beyond: 
 

Hariklia Karagiannis: Received 
ǘƘŜ άhǳǘǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ {ŜƴƛƻǊέ 
award in Computer Engineer-
ing from the Department of 
Computer Science and Electri-
cal Engineering at UMBC 
 

Emily Toy: Received the John 
B. Schwartz Scholarship from 
the Department of Information 
Systems; Accepted into IS Mas-
ters program at UMBC 
 

Krishna Sheth: Inducted into 
the Kappa Theta Epsilon (KQE) 
Honors Society; Received a 
scholarship from Scholarship 
America through Verizon 

 

Angela Nealen: Member of 
¦a./Ωǎ .ƛƻ5ƛŜǎŜƭ /ƭǳōΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
ǿƻƴ a¢±Ωǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ά5ǊŜŀƳ LǘΣ 
5ƻ Lǘ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜέ ƛƴ WǳƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
best sustainability idea  

 

Caroline Scheck: Member of a 
team for the Baja SAE (Society 
of Automotive Engineers) In-
ternational Competition; Ac-
cepted into the Mechanical 
Engineering Masters program 
at UMBC. 
 
 

Michael Rahimi: Received a T. 
Rowe Price Scholarship 
 

Paula McCusker: Named    
ά9ƳŜǊƎƛƴƎ [ŜŀŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¸ŜŀǊέ 
by the Office of Student Life for 
her work in SGA 
 

Amy Ciavolino: Graduated from 
Harford Community College in 
May 2009 with an A.S. in Mathe-
matics with High Honors; In May 
нллфΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀ ά/ƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ 
ǘƻ 9ȄŎŜƭƭŜƴŎŜέ ŀǿŀǊŘ ŦǊƻƳ IŀǊπ
ford Community College as a 
student leader in the Phi Theta 
Kappa Honor Society. 
 

Methzli Rodriguez: Received 
awards for her volunteer work 
with Project HEALTH  
 

Mariano Mumpower: Won First 
tƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ¦a./Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ-ŜǾŜǊ άLŘŜŀ 
/ƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴέ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΤ wŜπ
cipient of a competitive NASA 
MUST Scholarship; Inducted into 
the Phi Theta Kappa honors soci-
ety 
 

Kevin Lee: Member of a team 
for Baja SAE, who won 1st place 
for cost efficiency and 7th place 
overall in a competition in Ala-
bama last year 
 

Justin Bass: Inducted into the 
Tau Beta Pi Engineering Honor 
Society 

WHAT ARE THE 
SCHOLARS UP TO? 

 
September: 
09/04- CWIT Family Meeting  
 and Meet & Greet  
09/09- Conversation with  
 President Hrabowski  
09/16- SITE Family Meeting and       
 Meet & Greet 
09/16- Meet Your Faculty       
 Reception  
09/23- Brown Bag Lunch with 
 CSEE Chair,  
 Dr. Nicholas  
09/30- Visionaries in IT Forum, 
 Speaker: Martin Roesch, 
 Founder and CTO of 
 Sourcefire and Creator of 
 Snort  
 

October: 
10/05- CWIT Family Meeting 
10/07- UMBC Career Fair  
10/07- Scholars Reception 
10/10- 1st Annual C-WHAT?     
 Day 
10/19- SITE Family Meeting 
10/21- Networking Panel 
 

November: 
11/02- CWIT/SITE Family  
 Meeting: Pick your 
 classes event 
11/09- Brown Bag Lunch with   
 ME Chair, Dr. Carmi  
11/11- IS Brown Bag with        
 Dr. Sears, Chair of the IS     
 Department  
11/18- Resume Building &   
 Finding an Internship 
 Workshop 
11/18- Visionaries in IT Forum, 
 Speaker: Gary Marino, 
 CEO, Bill Me Later  
11/20- Northrop Grumman 
 Speaker: ñA Recruiterôs 
 Perspective on Seeking a 
 Job during Tough  
 Economic Timesò 
 

December: 
12/02- CWIT Walk-In Day at  the 
 Shriver Center: Resume 
 Review & UMBCWorks 
 Orientation  
12/07- CWIT/SITE  Family Meet
 ing, Guest Presenter: Dr. 
 Michael Varhol, Counsel
 ing Center  
12/15- CWIT Finals Study Break  

Scholars Report: Internships, Awards and  
Accomplishments 

CWIT & SITE Scholars at 2008 Scholars Reception 

CWIT and SITE students completed 
internships and research projects 
within the past year at these sites: 
 

Aberdeen Proving Ground, Army 
Research Laboratory 
Aegis, Inc. 
Black & Decker 
Booz Allen Hamilton 
Colver Power Project 
Constellation Energy Group 
DCS, Inc. 
Edgewood Chemical and Biological 
Center 
Enterprise Community Partners 
Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
Garret Brothers, Inc. 
Geico 
Global Portal for Women in IT Project 
Johns Hopkins University Applied 
Physics Lab 
Johns Hopkins University School of 
Medicine 
Lee Electronics, Inc. 
Lockheed Martin Corporation 
Maritime Applied Physics Corporation 
Math Computational Project 
National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) 
Northrop Grumman Corporation & 
Electronic Systems 
{ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 9ǾŀƴƎŜƭƛŎŀƭ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ 
Church 
UMBC Biomaterials and Tissue Engi-
neering Laboratory 
UMBC Department of Chemical and 
Biochemical Engineering 
UMBC Information Systems Depart-
ment 
UMBC INSPIRE Program 
UMBC Micromaterials Lab 
UMBC Office of Information Technol-
ogy 
Verizon Telecommunications 

 
 
 
 
 


