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Congratulations

Scholarships Recipients!
$250 HAPP Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship 

Shaina Kroll and Julie Barlage
$1000 HAPP Barbara E. Burkman Endowment Fund Scholarship 

Kira Medaris

Hello!

Weam Ali, a new graduate student will be advising students for the spring 2003 semester. She will also be the advisor for the HAPP Council of    Majors.
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Visit the Bulletin Board
Don’t forget there is an

electronic Bulletin Board

available on the HAPP

department website

( www.umbc.edu/happ/)

that contains a variety of

program relevant information. Be sure to visit the

site often, as it is frequently updated. Any changes

of importance to the program will always be

posted on this bulletin board.
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Life after Graduation: 
Check out the Alumni Corner in the HAPP web site for information on past graduates. http://www.umbc.edu/happ/alumni.html
Consider A Summer Internship

Internships provide a special chance for students to gain experience in their chosen field. Not only does a placement look good on a resume, but the professional skills gained can help smooth your transition to employment. Use an internship to open doors and jump start your career. Below find several opportunities:

The National Association of Health Services Executives (NAHSE) offers internship program each summer to promote the development of black health care professionals. Due Date April 15th, 2003.

The Shriver Center has organizations seeking HAPP student interns, such as the American Academy of Pediatrics, American Red Cross, and the Office of the Attorney General/Health Advocacy Unit. Fill out an application at the Shriver Center and find out if one is right for you. 
      Call : 410-455-2493                                                                                                         
Become a Peer Health Educator

The Peer Health Education Program, sponsored by Student Health Services and the Department of Social Work, needs open-minded, enthusiastic, assertive individuals to deal with such student health issues as sexuality, drug and alcohol use, and more. This is a valuable learning experience for HAPP students interested in the public health field, specifically health education. Educators accepted into the program can earn up to three upper-level credits through HAPP 499. To apply, pick up an application form in the HAPP office located at ACIV 348.


Fall 2003 Internships

ACT NOW!!

If you are planning to do a Fall 2003 Internship and have not already completed an application and met with Joyce Riley, pick up an application from the HAPP office and sign up for an 
appointment as soon as possible!

Oprah’s Angel” Visits UMBC

By:  Karis Pallone

Her patients call her Dr. Gloria.  Dr. Gloria Wilder-Brathwaite, M.D., MPH, was the featured speaker at the annual Slobodon B. Petrovich  Memorial Lecture, held in Albin O. Kuhn Library on February 12th.  As a pediatrician and Director of Mobile Health Services at Children’s National Medical Center, Brathwaite has spent the last decade providing medical care on wheels to patients living in some of the most poverty-stricken areas of Washington D.C.  Three mobile medical units serve as her office, and these units roll into various locations five days a week,   providing medical care to all children regardless of their ability to pay.


Brathwaite is no stranger to poverty, and remembered being frequented with sickness and hunger as a child growing up in Brooklyn, New York.  Her mother single-handedly raised Brathwaite and her two siblings while working three jobs to get the family off of welfare. “We slept in lawn chairs at the kitchen stove each night for warmth.  And since there was no heat in our house, my mother would stay up throughout the night and fill pots of boiling  water to create some heat.  She would, in the morning fill those same pots and we would wash at the kitchen sink.  I washed at the kitchen sink well into high school,” she said.  Despite the hardships and hectic work schedule, Brathwaite’s mother made certain to attend her children’s school events, served as the president of the PTA for one year, and pushed for her children to succeed academically.  Presently, between Braithwaite and her siblings there are two bachelor degrees, two masters, one Ph.D., and one M.D.  Brathwaite credits her mother as being her role model and hero. “My mother’s story is intended to make you think,” she shared.  “Think about what wakes you up in the morning, what makes you want to work hard, what is your mission, what makes you want to fight.  My mission is quite simple,” she said, “It is to make sure that all persons have a basic human right to wellness and that all persons should have equal access to health care, food, and shelter.” She encouraged everyone to advocate for their mission despite challenges and setbacks.  “In identifying and following your mission, do not be afraid of failure and roadblocks.  You must earn your stripes.”


Brathwaite has endured her share of challenges.  She became pregnant for the second time and gave birth all during her fourth year of medical school at Georgetown University.  Presently, Brathwaite and her husband who is a police officer, have four children ranging in ages from one to sixteen.  “Every time I’m pregnant [my patients and their parents] start knitting stuff and frying catfish,” she laughed. Part of Brathwaite’s appeal is her contagious smile and glowing personality.  She has made it part of her mission to empathize with her patients. “Learn the meaning of the word empathy,”  she shared, “know that it is much more to empathize than to sympathize. No one needs or wants your pity.” She advocates for mothers struggling with drug addiction, and fights for the establishment of long-term detox programs in D.C. that will allow mothers to get treatment without having to give up their children.  However, only a minority of patients she treats are affected by drug use.  “For our families, the biggest thing [that they have to deal with] is just poverty alone and the perception that society places on poverty.”


In recognition of Brathwaite’s dedication and commitment to the community, she was recently honored on The Oprah Winfrey show as one of “Oprah’s Angels,” and awarded the $100,000 “Use Your Life Award,” along with a new mobile medical unit paid for by Oprah herself.  All medical units Brathwaite uses are, “very beautiful inside and perfectly clean.  We have exactly the same equipment that’s in the hospital.”   Brathwaite is quick to squelch the public’s perception of mobile medical units as being “bummy and disgusting” thanks in part to the popular television show, ER, and its portrayal of such a mobile unit in a previous season.  “We are the only clinic that I know of that has a gun shot policy,” she said.  “We’ve never had any incidents of violence on the mobile unit, although we’ve had many incidents of violence on the blocks where we are.”  Just this past September seven gun shots rang and a 28 year-old-man was killed in a neighborhood where Brathwaite was providing care in a unit. “We count on the community to take care of us, as much as they count on us to take care of them.” not only does Brathwaite and her team provide care to approximately 200 children per month, but they also sponsor and hold community events including Christmas and Valentine’s Day parties. Donations from local foundations and citizens, as well as grant money requested by Brathwaite sustain the mobile medical units and allow them to operate.  The mobile unit budget this year is $1.3 million and Brathwaite said they are, “constantly and literally begging for more.”  The public can help not only by donating money, but by also donating basic items like Band Aids, gauze, Children’s Tylenol, and Neosporin.  


In her closing, Brathwaite encouraged the audience to discover and define their life’s mission.  “Know that whatever path you choose in life you should work for a life of service to others.  In choosing a career of service, learn who needs you to listen to them, and learn who needs you to be their voice.  It is only from giving deeply to someone else that you will find peace for yourself.” 

Fall 2003 Internships


ACT NOW!!


If you are planning to do a Fall 2003 Internship and have not already completed an application and met with Joyce Riley, pick up an application from the HAPP office and sign up for an �appointment as soon as possible!
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Congratulations!


Seniors Anticipating Graduation 


May 2003








Deirdre Anais Bertrand                                                                                


Jessica Stewart Calvin


Meghna Chandel	       


Kimberly Dimaculangan Ecle


William Charles Featherston


Christopher Andrew Kobus


Karis Amanda Pallone


Kelley Nicole Wolbert                                 





Returning Graduates’ Panel


On April 30th at 3:30 pm, the Council of Majors will be sponsoring a Returning Graduates’ Panel. The panel will be held in Room ACIV 354.


Graduation Party Coming Soon!


Don’t miss out on a chance to congratulate your friends on a major accomplishment, and enjoy good food and conversation.


Date: May 6, 2003


Time: 4:00—5:00 PM


Location: The Commons, Cabaret Room
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HAPP Council of Majors’ News


Give Your Time and Make New Friends





The HAPP Council of Majors would like to invite you to its up coming meeting on April 30, from 1:00—2:00 PM. It will be held in ACIV 354.





HAPP Council of Majors had its first meeting on March 5th. The Council of Majors members is planning the following activities this semester; 


BBQ at St. Martins Nursing Home,       Sunday April 6th at 11:30 AM.


Social event planned for The Children’s Home. Date and Time TBA.





IMPORTANT NOTICE 


ABOUT 2003-2004 COURSE SCHEDULING�These courses will only be offered once a year


CHEM 100 will only be taught in the Spring (CHEM 123 taught only in the fall will meet HAPP chemistry requirements also)�HAPP 452 will only be taught in the Fall�SOCY 354 will only be taught in the spring�SOCY 420 will only be taught in the fall�HAPP/GEOG 329 will not be taught in the Fall and probably not at all next year


Keep this in mind while planning your schedules and preparing to graduate 





 








