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· “Through the International Field Research program I was able to fulfill my lifelong dream of visiting the World Health Organization.”
Daniela Makembe, 2009 alumna


· “It has been a very exciting trip with many educational aspects that have greatly helped me in completing my research.”
Michael Dark, 2009 alumnus 

· “As a result of my experience in this program, I am better prepared to pursue a career in research and even more excited to earn a Ph.D.”
Cristan Williams, 2009 alumna

· “This project as allowed me to pursue my personal and academic interests of health and wellness for the elderly.”
Mary Faith James, 2009 alumna

· “I can honestly say that because of this outstanding experience I have gained in Switzerland, my passion for Complementary and Alternative Medicine has grown, as has my interest in the health care needs of an aging population.”  
Ashlee Adams, 2009 alumna


· “Not only has this been a very insightful experience, but a good exposure to the rich culture in Switzerland.”
Sharon Auma-Ebanyat, 2009 alumna

· “Apart from the research aspect of the program, I was able to experience a culture with which I was not familiar.”
Ibukun Ayanleye, 2009 alumna
 
· “The experiences from this program has already helped me broaden my academic horizons.”
     Ciara Fischer, 2008 alumna
·  “IFR has given me the opportunity to study cultural diversity in Switzerland and the United States through field research.”
      Hamrawit Abebe, 2008 alumna 
· “I completed a study of which I feel proud.  This program has been my most positive memory of UMBC.” “This course has played a critical role in my decision to continue my education beyond my undergraduate degree.  I will call upon both researching and traveling skills in my future which I have begun to develop during my most memorable experience at UMBC.”
    Lauren Atkinson, 2008 alumna

· “It was an amazing trip and I learned a lot while studying the various programs.  This experience has helped me to set new career goals”.
Tara McDonnell, 2008 alumna

· “I have gained valuable experience, which will stay with me throughtout my career.  I will highlight this experience when applying to jobs and graduate school in International Health.”

    Kristina Bennett, 2008 alumna

· “I enjoyed learning about health care in Italy and the AFA programs.  Studying in Italy has helped to shape my future in health care”.
Jena Rathell, 2008 alumna

· “Through this class, I was able to gain a broader experience of the world which will surely help me as I move through my college career.”
     Sandra Davis, 2008 alumna

· “This program has provided me with one of the best experiences in my college years.”

     Zefitret Deboch, 2008 alumna

· “I believe the research skills I have gained in this class will help me to excel in graduate school and more importantly in the real world.”
     Sarah Jafrul, 2008 alumna

· “I would have never gotten this opportunity if it weren’t for this class.  It has certainly provided light into bringing focus into my future goals and career path.”
    Tanya Jose, 2008 alumna

· “This remarkable opportunity has allowed me to observe and experience the Swiss culture, habits and policy…I hope that in the future, interested students will be able to experience this worth while excursion.”
    Matthew H. Kitzmiller, 2008 alumna

· “This opportunity has taught us all much more than expected, both academically and culturally.”
     Kasey Mekonnen, 2008, alumna
· “Guest Speakers/faculty have left us feeling more confident and believing that there is so much out there we are all capable of doing.”
    Benedicta Osafo-Darko, 2008 alumna

· “Because  of this experience in Switzerland, I feel that this will enhance all future learning opportunites.”

     Jessica Warren, RN, BSN, 2008 alumna
· “As a graduate student I feel that this class was an experience that will never be forgotten”.
Christina Andrews, 2007 alumna

· “I feel that this experience has prepared me for my graduate program and my future career”.
Elena Consoli, 2007 alumna

· “This program has been a valuable learning experience that I will always treasure”.  
Katherine Stirn, 2007 alumna
· “The opportunity to actually perform international research is not only interesting, but valuable as it directly relates to the future of many of our careers”.  
Stephanie Potter, 2007 alumna
· “I would have never thought that I would be able to have an opportunity as undergraduate student to conduct research such as this.  I, again, thank you from the bottom of my heart for making the program available at UMBC”.
Hafsa Bora, 2007 alumna

· “Although I have traveled for many years prior to this, the academic benefits have surpassed any other trips I have ever taken.  My expectations were not only met but were exceeded”.  
Ksenia Sedelnikova, 2007 alumna

· “The lessons I have learned in this class are invaluable and cannot be easily taught in the classroom”.
Sara Padula, 2007 alumna

· “I am confident that my experience here will be a valuable asset in the future”.
Njeri Matiru-Thuku, 2007 alumna

· “This opportunity is unlike any other I have experienced in my academic career”.  
James Valentine, 2007 alumnus


· “It has allowed me to grow as an individual and has really opened my eyes to new ways of thinking”.
Andrea Stronski, 2007 alumna

· “I have learned a lesson for life as I leave the program with a stronger sensitivity toward cultural nuances and outside perspectives”.
Kacie Smith, 2007 alumna

· “This program is the highlight of my time at UMBC and will be an attractive addition to my resume as I prepare to finish my degree”.
Tehmina  Choudhry, 2007 alumna

· “The program helped me to see myself as someone that is capable and independent, a perfect way to end my college career".
Allison Buckley, 2006 alumna
· "The International Field Research Program has been one of the most rewarding academic experiences for me. I learned useful research methods for my future courses and gained a good foundation for my future career”.
Hawa Barry, 2006 alumna

 
· “I had an incredible time and I would do it again in a heartbeat! This program was one of the best experiences I had in my life, I thank the professors and all those involved.  I wish I could do it again! 
Min Chung, 2006 alumna  

· “The research skills and knowledge I gained from the IFR Program, combined with the gorgeous setting and great people that I met, made for a very enriching experience. It was the most fun week of a research class that I've ever had”!
Dana Douglas, 2006 alumna

· “…[IFR program] helped me to become more cultured and worldly.  The trip also helped me research health topics I was interested in.  The IFR class made me aware of international differences”.  
Meg Bellmyer, 2006 alumna 

· “The visit to the Bern Needle Exchange Program and meeting with the representative of the drug policy department was very helpful in understanding what can be accomplished and what more the US needs to do in order to catch up”.
Cindy Voss, 2006 alumna
· “The trip allowed me to gain first hand knowledge about Swiss HIV prevention.  Upon my return to the US I was able to share this information with my coworkers.  They were very impressed by the progressive Swiss program”.
Sara Boynton, 2006 alumna
· “Throughout this trip, I have discovered and tapped into creative wells which have enabled me to realize my academic goals and increase my cultural awareness.  Because of this experience and my increasing passion toward research, I have decided to continue my education and obtain a Masters Degree”.  
Jamie Marton, 2005 alumna

· “Studying abroad is not possible for me because I am a non-traditional student and have the responsibilities of a family.  The structure of the program has suited my life perfectly and has been extraordinarily satisfactory.  I have benefited intellectually and personally from spending quality time with my professors and the guest lecturers.  The knowledge and advice they have given is invaluable.  I hope I have been able to convey what a wonderful and life-changing experience this has been for me”.
Laura Evans, 2005 alumna
 
· “My experiences overseas have led me to conclude that all people around the world have the same needs and feelings, and should therefore be treated equally as humans.  Academically, I learned from our expert presentations the importance of a graduate education.  I am now certain that I will strive to obtain at least a Master’s degree relating to sociology and health policy…”
Laura Moy, 2005 alumna  

· “This experience by far has been one of the most fun, rewarding, and sometimes challenging experiences of my UMBC academic career”.
Kate Looram, 2005 alumna
· This has been an astounding academic endeavor for me and has provided many opportunities for research that do not exist in the United States.
John Sullivan, 2005 alumnus 

· “I have gained invaluable research experience and vastly expanded my knowledge of the world.  I would highly recommend this program to any student looking to expand their knowledge of research techniques and global culture”.
Matthew T. Runyon, 2005 alumnus

· “I think that this program is very beneficial to anyone who is interested in research”.
Michele Pharr, 2005 alumna

· “I will cherish the confidence I have gained in conducting field research”.
Victoria L. Smith, 2005 alumna

· “The trip to Switzerland was invaluable”.
Darcie Graves, 2005 alumna

· “This trip was probably the biggest event of my academic career.  The things that I have learned from this experience are priceless and will remain with me throughout my life”.
Rebecca Goldring, 2004 alumna

· “I have learned so much about research and being in the field but almost as importantly I have grown as a person.  This trip has continued to fuel my desire to become a researcher”.

Stephanie Swords, 2004 alumna
· “My experience here so far has been incredible and I feel extremely fortunate to have been given this opportunity to visit a foreign country, experience another culture, and pursue my research interests.  This is an experience I will never forget”.
Karis Pallone, 2004 alumna
· “This semester has been a source of immense personal and academic growth.  My association with the International Field Research Program has been one of the most rewarding of my life”.  
Nathan Kolb, 2004 alumnus
· It deepened my interest in comparative public policy and helped me realize my passion for qualitative research. Also, overall it was a wonderful way to experience a new country. The faculty were just wonderful (and fun!) to travel with. Simply one of the best experiences during my tenure as a graduate student".
Stacey Bouchet, 2003 alumna

· "As a graduate student, I found the IFR program to be a fun and practical way to apply the research techniques and theories from my coursework.  I was also immensely impressed with the sense of camaraderie among the IFR participants, and the very supportive environment of the program."
NeQuitha LaShaun Watson, 2003 alumna

· “I was at first intimidated by the concept of research.  However, a program like the IFR walks you through the research process and makes learning fun by applying what you learn in the classroom to the real world.  Given the opportunity, I would do it all over again.  The IFR program was by far one of the highlights of my career here at UMBC.  I will graduate in December feeling blessed to have participated in one of the most exciting courses you can take here.  It whetted my appetite for international studies and after graduation, I hope to live and work abroad through the United States Peace Corps program”.   
Folukemi Akinjiola, 2003 alumna

· “This was a transforming experience for me.  I don’t know how else to say it.  Major benefits were gaining an international perspective and applying research concepts.  I learned so much about my own abilities.  My self confidence increased.  It was an extreme period of growth.  It opened my eyes to other options.  Until you stretch and reach you won’t know these things are out there”.

        Rebecca Donnay, 2002 alumna


· “I truly felt like an international public health researcher, venturing out to any corner, in pursuit for my research. It was unbelievable”.
       Anura Desai, 2001 alumna

· “I would like to formally note the high quality of support and instruction that faculty provided.  Their organization, proficiency, and enthusiasm and hard work were instrumental in the success of this program.  Their efforts have assisted me in accomplishing my objective of converting theoretic research into practical application.  I have gained unique insights into my topic of interest.  This experience has enabled me to grow not only academically, but also personally.  I wish to thank all involved for the extraordinary opportunity and contribution this program makes to the education of UMBC students.  Thank you”.
Oleta Dianne McElroy, 2001 alumna

· Participating in the International Field Research program gave me valuable, hands-on experience in field research.  The process of completing my research as an undergrad provided me with valuable resources, personal connections, and focus for success in my studies and for choosing my career. 
Melissa Dehn, 2000 alumna  
