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CONGRATULATIONS
SENIORS ANTICIPATING

GRADUATION DECEMBER 2004
Emily Elizabeth Ange

Jessica Rae Biden

Jamie Joy Chew

Maria Christina Comas

Tamara Jean

Emily Alexandra Phillips

Chiquita A. Raschid

Basima Shah

Lauren Maureen Stahl

Peter K. Yeboah
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 WE’RE HAPPY TO ANNOUNCE A SPECIAL FAREWELL TO OUR GRADUATING SENIORS!

Mark this date on your calendar! On Tuesday, December 7th at 4:00-5:00 pm, HAPP will be having its semiannual celebration in honor of graduating seniors in The 2nd floor lobby of the Public Policy Building.  All majors, and their family and friends, are invited to join in the event. Graduation comes once in a lifetime and we want to make it special for our seniors. A brief program acknowledging student achievements will take place at 4:15 pm. We look forward to seeing you there!
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[image: image5.wmf]Greetings from the President Of the HAPP Council of Majors:

Moronke “Bridget” Akintunde

Greetings, new and returning HAPP students! The HAPP Council of Majors is very excited about the upcoming school year. We had a very successful spring semester and anticipate an even more prosperous school year for 2004-2005. Before I fill you in on the highlights of last semester, I would like to first recognize the two new executive board members for the Council who have joined the Vice President, Monique Ndenecho, and I. Our new secretary is Fatmata Kallon, a senior HAPP major and Safiya Mojerie, a sophomore HAPP major who will be serving on the board as treasurer. 

Last semester we accomplished several objectives. We had a wonderful turnout for the returning graduates’ panel. We had four individuals from different sectors of the health care industry share their experiences and allowed time for students to ask questions following their stories. The graduation party, which always brings several participants, was impressive as well. Several instructors who teach HAPP courses were also in attendance.

The Council has many planned events in the works, including the food drive and party announced in the newsletter.  We will relay additional information to you at a later date. Check your email for further detail.  We at the Council welcome any ideas and feedback from everybody. If there are any questions regarding the council please contact any of the executive board members at our respective emails: Bridget Akintunde (President) @ mo4@umbc.edu, Monique Ndenecho (V. President) @ monique2@umbc.edu, Fatmata Kallon (Secretary) @ fatmata1@umbc.edu, and Safiya Mojerie @ smojer1@umbc.edu.
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THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE

The HAPP Council of Majors is collecting nonperishable goods for the holidays.  The food will be given to the Bea Gatty fund and Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Ellicott City, food pantry.  The food drive will be from October 1st until November 18th.  Please drop off goods in the HAPP office, PUP 220.  Thank you in advance for your help to those in need this holiday season.  Also, check our progress out on the web at:  http://www.umbc.edu/happ/COUNCILOFMAJORS/fooddrive2004.html
WINTER SESSION 2005
HAPP COURSES:

HAPP 391W Seminar on AIDs For Health and Social Services Providers & Administrators

Grade Method: REG/P-F

[0026] 9101 F..9:00am- 4:00pm
(Place TBA)  YOUNG, E.
HAPP 398A Selected Topics in Health Administration and Policy International Health: Sociological Perspectives

Grade  Method: REG

[0027] 9101 MTuW..1:00pm- 4:10pm
(Place TBA) SERVATIUS, N


SPRING 2005 SEMESTER

SWITZERLAND

HAPP 403 - INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL FIELD RESEARCH

The course is linked to a week long program in Switzerland in June 2005 and can be applied as a

culture GFR.  This trip will prepare you for the sophisticated requirements of a global society, enable you to develop an international perspective on important policy issues, and help you to gain experience using social science field research techniques.
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS:  
DECEMBER 10, 2004
Application information can be found in the 
HAPP office (PUP 220) or on line www.umbc.edu/happ/
First Hand Experience with Field Research In India by Anura Desai
Anura graduated as a HAPP major in spring 2002 with a focus in public and community health.  She continued her education at UMBC completing a master’s in Applied Sociology in August 2003.

After graduating from the master's program in August, I was very interested in pursuing [some experience] in international health, and particularly in getting involved in some type of field work.  So I got connected to several researchers at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health. They had just begun a pilot study to find effective ways of screening cervical cancer in a rural community 15 miles north of Hyderabad, a major city in the south of India. Currently, cervical cancer is a major burden in India, and traditional screening methods used here in the States have proven ineffective in India.

Notes from the field....

I arrived in Bombay in the early morning hours. I spent two days with my uncle's family. Aside for the jetlag, I had a great time. My last trip to India was exactly 7 years ago. Bombay has become more congested, and polluted. I think the strange juxtaposition of poverty and wealth has become even more pronounced. There are still so many slums, beggars, dirt, and dust. But within this chaos, there is every great modern amenity available....cell phones in hand, internet cafes, malls, movie theaters.

I left Bombay after two days, and headed to Hyderabad. I met Dr. Gravitt, the Hopkins researcher, at the airport. We traveled throughout the city to get to the guesthouse where Dr. Gravitt is staying. Hyderabad is a very beautiful city...clean, very modern, and refreshing. The chief minister of Andhra Pradesh has made many great improvements in an attempt to draw more tourists, more foreign IT companies (including Microsoft) and to compete with Bangalore.

A little bit about my dorm...it is gross, plain and simple. The bathroom is very, very dirty. I have to heat my water for bucket baths with this rod that I place in the bucket. I have to be very careful not to electrocute myself. I am getting bottled water from this local store, but have to be very cautious; some bottled water in India is simple tap water that has been packaged and sold as ‘spring water.’.

It seems to me doing international work is filled with ups and downs. The beginning of this week was spent in meetings to discuss the progress of the CATCH project, the cervical cancer screening study here in Medchal Mandal, the name of the area that comprises 40 villages. All of the key players were involved at this meeting. While the logistics of this project have been going well, the effort to educate these women has not.  As a result, I have been working to put together a pamphlet that will be distributed to all the villages. We have to emphasize that all of the screening is FREE. 

Today I had the opportunity to witness the actual screening process. Dr. Susie allowed me to watch as she performed a pap smear on a woman who had recently had a miscarriage. I sat down with Dr. Susie as she listened to the story of this woman. Translating for me, Dr. Susie explained the women not only lost her baby, she had lost her husband to leukemia very recently. Her in-laws threw her out of the house, and her natural mother has disowned her. She is experiencing a lot of health problems, and has very little money to support her three children. I was paralyzed. Dr. Susie said I had the same look as the Nobel Prize laureate who had visited the villages two days ago. Actually, Dr. Susie said he cried.

Today I accompanied the Hopkins researchers to Shanta Biotech, a company near to the hospital. It is one of many biotech companies in this area (also referred to as 'Genome Valley'). They were one of the first to distribute a vaccine for hepatitis b in India. They are now working on a vaccine for cervical infection, and are interested in getting involved with our project. The place was unbelievable even by American standards, a very modern design with state of the art facility with expensive equipment. There were beautiful palm trees and fountains outside. Of course, right outside of the premises, was a huge slum.

Tomorrow I will be going very early to the villages to distribute a questionnaire to the women who have had hysterectomies…

SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE!
Health Administration and Policy Barbara E. Burkman Scholarship

The Barbara E. Burkman HAPP Scholarship Award for $1,000 was established and endowed by a graduate of the program.  The award is given to a student who has demonstrated academic stature and scholarly/creative activity in their chosen discipline. Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, PUP room 220, and on the web http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm.

Applications are due by December 1, 2004
Health Administration and Policy Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship
The HAPP Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship was established by the student organization to recognize outstanding academic achievement by Health Administration and Policy majors.  The scholarship is for the amount of $250.  Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, PUP room 220, and on the web at http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm. 

Applications are due by December 1, 2004.
A Successful HAPP Grad Shares His Experience and Some Good Advice

By: Daniel Goodwin

In the fall of 1994, I began at UMBC with the intention of pursuing a post-graduate medical degree.  My grandmother was a big influence on my life and she had peaked my interest in medicine during my grade school years.  I was positive that this was my perfect career path.

Reflecting back, I was rather naïve about careers outside of direct patient care.  I had simply not been exposed to the vast opportunities available on the business side of healthcare.  During my sophomore year, I was looking to fulfill elective requirements and thought HAPP 100 would provide a useful background on the development of the U.S. healthcare system.  A year later I ended up changing my major to Health Science & Policy (now Health Administration & Policy Program).  

The Health Administration & Policy Program was instrumental in opening the door to indirect patient care opportunities available in health care.  However, when graduation rolled around I was still unsure of which path to select.  I, like everyone else in my class, had two options –   further my education or find a job.  I interviewed for several positions and received a few job offers, but none of them felt right.  

In addition to my job search I applied to the University of North Carolina and Virginia Commonwealth University graduate programs in Health Administration.  Both were excellent programs with slightly different focuses.  Looking through their alumni directories, UNC appeared to place more graduates into policy or educational careers while VCU appeared to place more alumni into the traditional business administration career path.  Ultimately, I selected VCU because I wanted to work as close to the patient as possible and thought VCU afforded me the best opportunity to achieve my goals.

VCU’s Health Administration was a solid three-year program that can be best described as a MBA program focused in health care.  The program helped me to develop my financial and analytical skills that would become critical to my professional development.  

The first two years were classroom based and the third year was a required one-year Administrative Residency.  

One of the major advantages to VCU’s program was its well-established Residency program.  At the end of my second year, VCU brought approximately 30 employers to campus to interview students for Residency placement.  I interviewed with top hospital organizations located in Maryland, Virginia, Tennessee, Colorado, and Ohio.  The majority of the residency positions enabled students to work in Senior Administration and for the most part, directly with the organization’s Chief Executive Officer.

In conjunction to interviewing at established VCU Residency programs, I also applied to a few national Fellowship Programs.  The difference between the two - VCU Residency programs were only open to VCU students while Fellowships were open to anyone graduating with a Master’s Degree related to health administration.  I decided to apply for one fellowship program to expand my options and selected the Mayo Clinic Administrative Training Program.  The interview was unique, in that they applied behavioral interview concepts, used a combination of individual and group interviews, and also had satellite-feed interviews from Rochester, Minnesota to their other large group practice sites in Jacksonville and Scottsdale.  

After almost two months of interviewing, I was selected for and accepted the Mayo Clinic fellowship and moved to Rochester, Minnesota in 2002.  The program was based on rotations and the fellows were rotated to a new area in the organizations every three months.  This rotation concept enabled me to experience the organization from a number of perspectives and opened my eyes to specific organizational career paths.  By the end of my fellowship, I had the opportunity to work in Operations, Finance, Human Resources, and Systems & Procedures (internal consulting).  

Keeping to my original values in wanting to work in an area close to patient care, I accepted the operations position of Associate Clinic Administrator for Albert Lea Medical Center at the conclusion of my fellowship.  I worked in that position for almost a year before accepting my current position with Arnett HealthSystem in Lafayette, Indiana as the Administrator for Cardiology and Cardiovascular Surgery.  My current responsibilities include leadership in all aspects of daily operations and strategic planning for both of these Departments.  I also work closely with Senior Administration to implement system-wide strategic initiatives.

To date, I have been very pleased with my career path.  I have always had an interest in patient care and while it has morphed from my original plan, I was successful in finding a career that fulfilled my personal interests.  My advice to current students and recent alumni would be as follows:

· Challenge yourself to derive a professional development plan and research available career paths.  Why did you select this major?  What will fulfill your career interests?  Do you want to work for the government, hospitals, physician clinics, health insurance companies, consulting, or other?

· If your goal is to reach the Senior Administration level, pursue higher education sooner than later.  At some point in your career you will need the degree in order to advance.  Also, it is easier to make time for school before you have an established career and/or family.

· Keep your options open.  There are no right or wrong decisions, only choices.

Best of luck!   
Dan Goodwin Administrator,
Cardiology & CV Surgery

Arnett Clinic                                                         goodwind@arnett.com
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ACT NOW!





If you are planning to do a Spring 2005 Internship, and have not already completed an application and met with Joyce Riley, pick up an application from the HAPP office and sign up for an appointment as soon as possible.





IMPORTANT NOTICE!


Watch the HAPP webpage for announcements concerning the Outstanding Undergraduate-Student Alumni Award for the Spring 2005 semester.  For questions, please contact Cathy McDonnell, in PUP room 220 at 410-455-2342.


� HYPERLINK "http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.html" ��http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.html�








DIVERSITY DAY!





Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health Diversity Day, Friday, November 5, 2004, 9am-4pm. FREE ADMISSION - Check out http://www.jhsph.edu/Student_Life/diversity 


Information posted on the bulletin board outside of the HAPP office including registration card!�





Did you know?


We’re located at: 


1000 Hilltop Circle�Public Policy Bldg., Room 220�Baltimore, MD 21250�410-455-2342








VISIT THE HAPP WEBSITE


The HAPP department website (www.umbc.edu/happ/) contains a variety of program relevant information.  Check out the Alumni Corner and see what HAPP graduates are doing or click on the Switzerland link to see how you can join in on the fun!











