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CONGRATULATIONS!
SENIORS ANTICIPATING

GRADUATION DECEMBER 2005
Beth Lee
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Marie Amisial

Chandra Harry                  
Mehjabeen Qureshi

Wafa Fahmy

Maria Comas

Victoria Smith
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CELEBRATE THE END OF THE SEMESTER AND SAY FAREWELL TO OUR GRADUATING SENIORS!
Mark this date on your calendar! On Tuesday, December 6th at 4:00 pm, HAPP will be having its semiannual celebration in honor of graduating seniors on the 2nd floor lobby of the Public Policy Building.  All majors, and their family and friends, are invited to join in the event. Graduation comes once in a lifetime and we want to make it special for our seniors. A brief program acknowledging student achievements will take place at 4:15 pm. We look forward to seeing you there!
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             THANKSGIVING 
           FOOD DRIVE

The HAPP Council of Majors is collecting nonperishable goods for the holidays.  The food will be given to local food pantries.  Please drop off goods in the HAPP office, PUP 220, by November 18th.     
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INTERNSHIP OPPORTUNITY MEDSTAR/UNION MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

Excellent opportunity to gain applied experience in a hospital setting and earn academic credit through an internship or individual practicum.  Union Memorial Hospital of MedStar has several paid and unpaid administrative internships for the right people.  To apply the student must be:
· a HAPP major who is a senior

· GPA 3.0 or higher

· Must have completed IS 101 and IS 295 with a proficiency in Microsoft Word and Excel and working knowledge of Access

· Must be self-motivated and prepared to work as a professional in a professional environment taking responsibility for projects, meeting target deadlines even if this means staying past the appointed hour

· Must submit a resume with your internship application for review by the facility

To be considered for these opportunities, discuss it with  Ms. Riley when applying to do an internship or independent practicum.
 
Special thanks to Marcus Taylor, 2002 graduate, who was instrumental in arranging these outstanding opportunities.      
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 We would like to welcome a new HAPP “team” member, Shawnisha Hester.  Shawnisha is a sociology graduate student helping the HAPP office with advising, COM events and any type of HAPPenings!  Come by and say hi, PUP 250, Tuesday/Thursday 10:30-3:30.  

Welcome Shawnisha!
[image: image7.wmf]SPRING 2006 SEMESTER COURSE LINKED TO TRAVEL TO SWITZERLAND IN JUNE
HAPP/SOCY 403 - INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL FIELD RESEARCH

Thursdays – 4:30-7:00pm
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The course is linked to a week long program in Switzerland, June 19-25, 2006, and receives culture GER designation.  For more information visit http://www.umbc.edu/happ/switzerland/app-flyer.htm  or contact the HAPP office, PUP, Room 220, 410-455-2342.
Michele’s Swiss Experience

By: Michele Pharr


Participating in the International Field Research program this past spring 2005 semester was a really invigorating experience for me. The program, which culminates with a trip to Switzerland, opened my eyes to different experiences with new people, exploring a different culture, and surprisingly, choosing a career path. 

I had never traveled outside the United States before so I was excited and nervous about what to expect in Switzerland. When I arrived in Switzerland I was amazed by how green and beautiful everything was. The air was crisp and clear. The sound of cowbells surrounds you. The people were friendly and although my use of French was very basic, I found the natives to be very helpful. I approached people hoping that they were able to speak English. “Bon jour, parlez vous anglais?” Some would reply “No”, but it still worked out fine.

All the places that I visited were beautiful and intriguing, from the Château de Valère in Sion to the Charlie Chaplin statue in front of the Alimentarium (food museum) in Vevey. My classmates and I visited Sion, where we could see the Château de Valère from the train station resting high on a hill. Instantly we knew we wanted to go there. Not realizing how far or how high we had to walk, we headed towards our destination.  
When we finally reached the Château, the sense of accomplishment was validated by the breathtaking view of the city below. 

Whenever someone asks me about my trip to Switzerland, I can never say enough. I made new friends and stepped outside my comfort zone to experience a different culture. The experience left me wanting to see more of the diverse societies that make up this world. The memories will stay with me for the rest of my life.
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LOOKING BACK AT HAPP

By Karis Pallone

Greetings from West Lafayette, Indiana!  For those of you who don’t know me, my name is Karis Pallone and I graduated as a HAPP major in May 2003, and earned my M.A. in applied sociology at UMBC in May 2005.  Now, I’m working toward my doctorate in sociology and gerontology at Purdue University.
It has been fun to look back and identify the people and opportunities that led me to Purdue.  The HAPP program was integral in not only helping me to identify my interest in sociology (I blame Dr. Kelley-Moore and her Social Epidemiology class for igniting the spark!), but provided many opportunities to expand and test my knowledge.  The HAPP program is unique because of its structure and the opportunities it grants its students to apply their knowledge.  Here are three attributes of the HAPP program that, looking back, I can say helped me identify my interests and prepared me for Purdue.
1.  The Program’s Multidisciplinary Nature – So you’re wondering, “why do I have to take this one course in ____.”  Fill in the blank… you know there’s one course in the HAPP curriculum that you don’t want to take, or you don’t understand why you have take it.  Despite this, try to enjoy the enrichment that comes with taking classes from many disciplines.  I didn’t even know what social epidemiology was the first day of Dr. Kelley-Moore’s class, but walked out of her course knowing that I was passionate about social research.  Have an open mind!

2.  The Internship – I interned at Campaign for our Children (CFOC) in Baltimore.  The internship allowed me to apply and strengthen my writing and research skills.  There were points where I was doing unglamorous work, like the time the other intern and I helped to staple about 3,000 packets for a mass mailing (I had a sore palm at the end of the day).  But overall, the internship confirmed my love for research.  The internship can be a wonderful opportunity to apply your classroom knowledge to real world problems, and pinpoint what you enjoy and what you’re good at.

3.  The IFR Switzerland Trip – I went on the International Field Research trip to Switzerland in the summer of 2004, and it was the most challenging, exciting, worthwhile experience in my life up until that point.  It showed me that my heart was really in research, especially field research.  Participate in the IFR program if you can.  You won’t be disappointed!

Whether you know your career plans or you’re indecisive and don’t know what you want to do following graduation, use the HAPP program with its various classes and opportunities to help identify and test your strengths.  I wish each and every one of you nothing but the best in this new school year!  If you have any questions about life at Purdue, or as a graduate student, feel free to e-mail me any time at kpallone@purdue.edu.

MY ENRICHING SUMMER INTERNSHIP EXPERIENCE
By Ebony S. Griffin

In February of this year I was so fortunate to be selected to join the Student Career Experience Program at the Social Security Administration headquarters located right here in Baltimore Maryland.   As a part of this internship I was required to work full time during the summer months in order to gain work experience in my career field.  I work for the Office of Disability Programs.  I have been temporarily assigned to the office of the Electronic Disability Initiative (eDib) where I worked diligently along with several obliging mentors during the summer.
Allow me to give you a little back ground on the Electronic Disability Initiative. In 2002, the Social Security Administration (SSA) announced plans to improve the disability process by moving to an electronic disability claims file through the Accelerated Electronic Disability (eDib) project. Through the Electronic Disability Initiative, the process of creating, analyzing and processing disability claims have become faster more efficient.  Internet users are able to complete disability reports for initial claims and appeals. Also, SSA staff can collect information electronically about a person’s disabling condition and transfer the data to an electronic folder.  In addition, forms are completed and signed electronically and stored in the electronic folder.
Disability adjudicators now request and receive medical evidence electronically. Also, cases are electronically routed from office to office, rather than mailed.  This initiative has cut down on a lot of the time spent on getting a disability claim through the system in the Social Security Administration. The Electronic Disability Initiative aids those who need medical assistance that the Social Security Administration administers.  My experience in this phenomenal office has been exceptionally enriching.  I hope that more of our Health Administration and Policy majors are rewarded the same opportunities. 

GRADUATE SCHOOL WAS THE PLACE TO BE FOR THIS GRAD!
By: James Case

As one nears graduation, oftentimes you wonder, “What am I going to do?”  Some of us start to work, some of us continue with school, and some of us just do nothing at all.  As a graduate of the HAPP program in 2005, I chose to continue my education on the graduate level.  I am currently a health finance and management master’s student at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health.  There are many programs out there for students who want to continue their education including, MHAs, MHSs, MBAs, and MPHs.  With all of these acronyms, it’s hard to know what these degrees mean. Therefore, the first thing I had to do when I was considering my graduate options at the beginning of my senior year, was sort through all these different degrees offered from different schools.  The decision came down to two degrees the MHA  (Masters of Health Administration) and MHS (Masters of Health Science).  The MHA and MHS were very similar degrees that had the right mix of business education and specific health knowledge.

After sorting out these different degrees, I looked at the schools that offered them.  Many schools offered degrees that could be completed in two years of coursework.  However, what sold me on Johns Hopkins was one key distinction.  The Hopkins program was a year of academic work and a year residency in the field.  Unlike other schools, Hopkins works in 4 terms per year instead of 2 semesters.  Therefore, I would be getting the same amount of coursework and in addition a year of job experience.  I feel that you learn more actually doing the work, as apposed to just learning about concepts. 

The first couple weeks of graduate school have been very inspiring.  I have learned the importance of networking and have met many interesting people.  Even more so than undergraduate work, no one is there to hold your hand.  However, just as in undergrad, you can learn as much or as little as you aspire.  The professors do more practical teaching and instead of teaching concepts, they teach you how to put concepts into action.  As only two weeks have gone by 
since I  have begun, I’m sure there is much more to learn.  I hope you have found this helpful and if you have any questions please contact me at jacase@jhsph.edu.  Good luck in your studies.

Sincerely,
James Case

Class of 2005 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AVAILABLE FOR SPRING 2006 SEMESTER!
Health Administration and Policy Barbara E. Burkman Scholarship

The Barbara E. Burkman HAPP Scholarship Award for $1,000 was established and endowed by a graduate of the program.  The award is given to a student who has demonstrated academic stature and scholarly/creative activity in their chosen discipline. Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, PUP 220 and on the web http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm  Applications are due by December 1, 2005 

Health Administration and Policy Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship
The HAPP Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship was established by the student organization to recognize outstanding academic achievement by Health Administration and Policy majors.  The scholarship is for the amount of $250.  Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, PUP, room 220, and on the web http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm. Applications are due by December 1, 2005.
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VISIT THE HAPP           WEBSITE!
The HAPP department website (www.umbc.edu/happ/) contains a variety of program relevant information.  Check out the Alumni Corner and see what HAPP graduates are doing!

University of Maryland Baltimore County

Health Administration and Policy Program


1000 Hilltop Circle, PUP 220

Baltimore, MD 21250 

WHAT’S HAPPENING 
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ACT NOW!


If you are planning to do a Spring 2006 Internship, and have not already completed an application and met with Joyce Riley, pick up an application from the HAPP office and sign up for an appointment as soon as possible.














