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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE HEALTH   ADMINISTRATION & POLICY PROGRAM ?








Newsletter, Fall 2008





�Welcome Michael Mussman to the HAPP team!  �Michael is a Public Policy Ph.D. student and is working with HAPP as a graduate assistant.�Michael is located in PUP 250 and will be doing �advising during advanced registration for the �spring semester.     





       Important Dates to Remember


  End of the semester celebration coming      	soon!


	Date:  December 2, 2008


	Time:  4-5 pm


	Location:  Public Policy Bldg.�		      2nd floor lobby


Don’t miss out on a chance to congratulate your friends on a major accomplishment, enjoy good food and conversation.


 Annual Food Drive - (non-perishables only)


	Date:  Nov. 1—Dec. 9, 2008


	Location:  PUP 220


Sponsored by the HAPP Council of Majors.�The food will be given to local food pantries





                 Spring 2009 Internships��If you are planning to do a Spring 2009 Internship and have not already completed an application and talked with Joyce Riley, PUP 222, pick up an application from the HAPP office (PUP 220) and sign up for an appointment as soon as possible outside of Ms. Riley’s office.





PLAN FOR SPRING 2009!


  ARE YOU …….


  Interested in traveling?


    Interested in research?


      Looking for an exciting spring 2009


      course to take?                NO FURTHER!


  HAPP/SOCY 403/663—Introduction to International 


Field Research: Culture, Policy and Practice�This course is linked to travel to Switzerland June 2009!


	     Interested?  Need more info? 


Check out our web site: http://www.umbc.edu/happ/health/IFR.htm   or visit the HAPP office, PUP 220, for additional information!











Congratulations!


Seniors Anticipating Graduation December 2008


Fall 2008





Jonas, Allison


Kankou, Dorine


Luna, Nancy


Mayah, Edwin


Odejayi, Abibat


Pancholi, Rachna


Patel, Shaili


Ross, Jennifer


Schoenthal, Sarah


Taffa, Meseret


Tedla, Mekdelawit





Afoakwah, Philip


Ammann, Rachel


Anderson, Kayody


Awuro, Joyce


Babalola, Beatrice


Bennett, Kristina


Blackwood, Lynette


Brandt, Jaclyn


Bruno-Gaston, Olushegun


Desai, Zeel


Dominey, Tina


Hanks, Alexis


Harrison, Nicholas





This course is an introduction to the fields of community and public health.  It explores the history, major concepts, and practice of public health in the U.S and abroad.  After examining the public health system, the legal basis of public health activity, and the core functions of public health, we will assess current trends and practices regarding major public health issues, including infectious diseases, environmental health, biological basis of disease, behavioral and social aspects of health, and challenges for the future – with a special emphasis on health disparities by race.  We will examine how governments, the private sector, non-governmental organizations, and social entrepreneurs have successfully addressed many of these public health needs. Students will have the opportunity to apply the theories of public health to a class project designed to have an impact on their community.





HAPP/SOCY 354—offered on-line this winter session!�— The Social Basis of Community and Public Health


Taught by Professor Andrea Kalfoglou





HIV/AIDS remains one of the leading causes of death among people between the ages of 25 and 44, especially among blacks and Hispanics.


HIV/AIDS is devastating the globe, especially the world’s children


	According to UNAIDS estimates, there are now 33.2 million people living with HIV, including 2.5 million children – 95% of the infected live in developing nations. During 2007 some 2.5 million people became newly infected with the virus. Around half of all people who become infected with HIV do so before they are 25 and are killed by AIDS before they are 35.


	Although effective strategies have reduced mother to infant transmissions in developed countries to almost zero, currently only 9% of pregnant women living with HIV in the developing world are provided with drugs to prevent the virus being transmitted to their babies. As a result, nearly half a million children become infected with HIV every year. The Stop AIDS in Children campaign is calling on governments and international agencies to urgently improve preventing mother to child transmission coverage worldwide. http://www.avert.org/pmtct-hiv.htm 


What can you do?


	Get involved with HAPP COMs efforts to recognize World AIDS Day, wear a red ribbon on Dec. 1st, and most of all, protect yourself from becoming another statistic. Most of the statistics cited in this article come from the following website:://www.avert.org/worldaid.htm





World AIDS Day:         An Opportunity for Awareness and Education





By Andrea Kalfoglou, Ph.D.


	December 1st is World AIDS Day, the 20th World AIDS Day.  Many of you were not even alive in the pre-HIV/AIDS world.  You do not remember the panic that resulted as AIDS dramatically became the leading cause of death among young adults.  In the US, AIDS is now thought of as a chronic disease, but it remains a global pandemic, and is still the leading cause of death among young adults between the ages of 25 and 44 – especially among minorities.


	On December 1st, the HAPP Council of Majors will join forces with the Bioethics Student Association and many other student groups on campus to recognize the day, provide information about the impact of HIV/AIDS around the globe, discuss ways we can all contribute to preventing its spread.


HIV/AIDS disproportionately affects Blacks in the US


	There are a million people in the US infected with HIV.  Did you know that an estimated 1 in 20 residents in Washington, DC is infected with HIV? From 1990 through 2004, the proportion of non-Hispanic blacks among persons who died of HIV disease increased from 29% to 55%, yet non-Hispanic blacks make up only about 12% of the population? 


	This shift in the racial/ethnic distribution of deaths accelerated from 1996 through 1998, coincident with the increasing use of highly active antiretroviral therapy, suggesting that the shift may have resulted in part from differential access to the therapy. 











The average age of physicians and nurses in America is rising due to the small number of students enrolling in healthcare curriculums. With a population living longer than ever we need more professionals to care for them!


My passion to address healthcare disparities really made this experience worth my while. I was always driven and excited throughout the process because I knew that I was encouraging to students and their interest in healthcare professions. Overall, the gratitude I received from the healthcare facilities, high school counselors and students was amazing. As I am learning more this semester that healthcare professionals are in higher demand than ever before, I feel as though my program is a great step in the right direction.





By Ash’Leigh Debold


Over the summer, I worked as a program coordinator for the Baltimore Area Health Education Center (BAHEC). Not only was I privileged enough to gain professional experience in my field of interest but I also had the opportunity to lead a new initiative. With two years of the Health Administration and Policy Program completed, I confidently took on a challenge.


At the BAHEC, I started a Baltimore chapter of the Youth Health Service Corps (YHSC), a pipeline program for underserved and under represented high school students who are interested in healthcare careers. The overall mission of the program is to get students excited about becoming healthcare professionals and getting them exposed as early as possible while providing a supportive and nurturing environment. We got them involved with their community and peers to volunteer and be trained in four tiers; this created a sense of leadership, community and eagerness to excel.  The four tiers include training on workplace etiquette, health career exploration, how to take vital signs, healthy living as well as CPR (cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and AED (automated external defibrillator) training. Once the first tier is completed the students are placed in a hospital, long-term senior care, health clinic or private practice, to volunteer and shadow professionals.


As a community we must do something, even if it is small (like my program) to close the gap between the number of healthcare professionals and the number of people seeking their help. 





Inspiring the Next Generation of Healthcare Workers





HAPP Council of Majors


Greetings HAPP Majors! �I would like to welcome you all to a brand new semester! As we begin this school year, I would like to introduce myself as well HAPP Council of Majors (COM). We have an exciting semester ahead of us and I hope to see active involvement from all HAPP students. We will be announcing our meetings via the HAPP listserv. If you are not already on this list, you can easily sign up at �https://lists.umbc.edu/lists/subscribe/happinformationhotline. �I am looking forward to working with all of you. I wish you all the best through the semester!


Zeel Desai, �President, HAPP COM











$250 Health Administration and Policy �Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship


$500 Barbara E. Burkman Scholarship


Applications are due December 1st, 2008





Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, PUP 220, and on the Web at http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm





Visit the HAPP website!  


Don’t forget there is an electronic Bulletin Board available on the HAPP website (www.umbc.edu/happ/) that contains a variety of program relevant information. The HAPP Alumni Corner provides career information about our alumni.  Be sure to visit the site often, as it is frequently updated. Any changes of importance to the be posted on this site!





University of Maryland Baltimore County�Health Administration and Policy Program�1000 Hilltop Circle, PUP 220


Baltimore, MD 21250








