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CONGRATULATIONS!

RECENT AUTGUST 2003 GRADUATES
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Amos Akasa

Karol Michelle Casiano

Joyce Nyaboke Momanyi

Rochelle Adele Spier

Alexander Wanjang Tebong

SENIORS ANTICIPATING

GRADUATION DECEMBER 2003

Folukemi Olufunke Akinjiola

Katie Elizabeth Boswell

Janae Nicole Burris

Cheyanna Le’Na Jane Carter

Andrea Dedier

Avisa Pariborz Demehri

Melissa Woodward Epker

Amanda Lauren Everhardt

Angela R. Henderson

Kristen Arnett King

Kenneth Kever Mallory III
Christiana Bobbetta Metzger

Kristina Inge Savisaar
Tracie Young
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CELEBRATE THE END OF THE  SEMESTER AND SAY FAREWELL TO OUR GRADUATING SENOIRS!
Mark this date on your calendar! On Tuesday, December 2nd at 4:00 pm, HAPP will be having its semiannual celebration in honor of graduating seniors in The Fireside Room.  All majors, and their family and friends, are invited to join in the event. Graduation comes once in a lifetime and we want to make it special for our seniors. A brief program acknowledging student achievements will take place at 4:15 pm. Please RSVP by calling (410) 455-2342 before November 27th.  We look forward to seeing you there!
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WE’RE MOVING…..

HAPP has a new home!  The Health Administration and Policy Program is packing its bags and moving to the new Public Policy Building in January 2004!   We will be located on the second floor in room 220.     
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The HAPP Council of Majors is collecting nonperishable goods for the holidays.  The food will be given to the Bea Gatty fund and Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Ellicott City, food pantry.  Please drop off goods in the HAPP office, ACIV, Room 348, by November 20th.     
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WINTER SESSION 

HAPP COURSES:
[image: image7.wmf]HAPP 391W Seminar on AIDs For Health and Social Services Providers & Administrators

Grade Method: REG/P-F

[0030] 9101 F.9:00am-4:00pm

(SS  108)  POWELL, A

HAPP 398A Selected Topics in Health Administration and Policy Environmental

Social Issues in Maryland Grade  Method: REG THIS IS A CROSS-LISTED COURSE. SEE SOCY 397A FOR COURSE DESCRIPTION.

[0031] 9101 MTuWF.

1:00pm- 4:10pm(SS  409) SERVATIUS, N
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SPRING 2004 SEMESTER
HAPP 403 - INTRODUCTION TO INTERNATIONAL FIELD RESEARCH

Thursdays – 4:30-7:00pm
The course is linked to a week long program in Switzerland in June 2004 and receives culture GER designation.  For more information visit http://www.umbc.edu/happ/switzerland/swisstravel.htm  or contact the HAPP office, ACIV, Room 348, 410-455-2342.
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SWITZERLAND 2003

by Christiana Metzger
One can learn so much from another culture and society.  By experiencing another way of life, we open ourselves to the possibility of change and reconstruction of old ideas. My trip to Switzerland in June 2003 provided me with a valuable opportunity to observe how the Swiss view their healthcare system.  
I was able to interview and interact with Swiss citizens to gauge what aspects of their healthcare system they favored and what aspects of their healthcare system they would like to change.  I also interviewed American citizens, in the United States, and gauged their views toward the US healthcare system.  I found that the Swiss were generally satisfied with the equity and high level of quality care for all Swiss residents, while dissatisfied with the expensive cost of care.  
The experience allowed me to witness different methods of addressing the healthcare of a population.  When I think of the United States Census Bureau’s (Census Bureau, 2002) latest figures that note in 2001, 41.2 million Americans were uninsured, 8.5 million of which were children, it makes me wonder what lessons we can adopt from the Swiss.

by Folukemi “Kemi”Akinjiola
One of my goals at the start of my college experience was to take advantage of any traveling opportunities.  Never did I imagine that my traveling experiences would include paddle-boating on Lake Oechinesee, taking a steamboat across Lake Geneva to France, wandering the chambers of one the most famous castles in the world, and viewing the Swiss Alps from a ski lift that took me hundreds of feet in the air.  These are just some of the adventures I embarked on in six fun-filled and action packed days in Switzerland through the UMBC International Field Research Program in Culture, Policy, and Practice (IFR).

My course work as a Social Work and Health Administration Policy double major, lead me to an interest in the field of international public health.  It also became apparent that in order to be successful in my field, I needed to know and have some experience conducting research.  I was at first intimidated by the concept of research.  However, a program like the IFR walks you through the research process and makes learning fun by applying what you learn in the classroom to the real world.  Prior to embarking on our field trip to Europe, participants were given the opportunity to practice some of the field exercises we would have to conduct in Switzerland here in the US, such as smoking observations and opinion surveys. 
I studied Switzerland’s mandatory basic health insurance policy.  I chose this topic due to the fact that many U.S. residents are currently living without any insurance.  In Switzerland, all Swiss citizens are required by law to have health coverage.  U.S. and Swiss residents were asked to define in their own words what health insurance was; were asked how satisfied they were about their country’s respective insurance policies; and asked their opinion about insurance rates.  Among those I interviewed, Americans had the most difficulty defining what health insurance was and were generally dissatisfied with the current state of insurance.  Swiss citizens felt that mandatory insurance could be too expensive for some people and could be adjusted to model after other better forms of universal health care, but felt if was a good and necessary policy.

It’s important to note that research topics do not have to be health related.  Among the 2003 participants, topics ranged from transportation to education to leading causes of death.  You could even study wine making, if that’s your interest!  The IFR program is flexible.

Given the opportunity, I would do it all over again.  The IFR program was by far one of the highlights of my career here at UMBC.  I will graduate in December feeling blessed to have participated in one of the most exciting courses YOU can take here.  It whetted my appetite for international studies and after graduation, I hope to live and work abroad through the United States Peace Corps program.
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VISIT THE HAPP           WEBSITE!
The HAPP department website (www.umbc.edu/happ/) contains a variety of program relevant information.  Check out the Alumni Corner and see what HAPP graduates are doing!
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Health Administration and Policy Barbara E. Burkman Scholarship

The Barbara E. Burkman HAPP Scholarship Award for $1,000 was established and endowed by a graduate of the program.  The award is given to a student who has demonstrated academic stature and scholarly/creative activity in their chosen discipline. Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, 

ACIV B Wing, room 348 and on the web http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm  Applications are due by December 1, 2003 

Health Administration and Policy Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship
The HAPP Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship was established by the student organization to recognize outstanding academic achievement by Health Administration and Policy majors.  The scholarship is for the amount of $250.  Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, ACIV B Wing, room 348, and on the web http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm. Applications are due by December 1, 2003.

SPECIAL ONE TIME SCHOLARSHIP MONEY

Gifted by Amerigroup Foundation

By J. Riley 

It was my pleasure to attend the “Take a loved one to the doctor” day program initiated by the Department of Health and Human Services and celebrated on Tuesday, September 16 in Memorial Plaza by Baltimore City.  I was there to receive a donation of $3000 from the Amerigroup Foundation to the Health Administration and Policy Program to be used for scholarships.  The event featured booths from many area health care providers sharing information on how to stay healthy and how to connect appropriately with the health care system.  There were featured speakers including Baltimore’s Mayor O’Malley and the Surgeon General Richard Carmona.  

[image: image11.wmf]Amerigroup Foundation has three major funding priorities: fostering access to health care; ensuring safe and healthy children and families; and promoting community improvement and healthy neighborhoods.  The money will be available in two $1500 scholarships.  In addition to academic merit, these scholarships will have a financial need component.  The details of how the scholarships are to be awarded and the application process have not yet been worked out.  They will be for students who are HAPP majors, have reached at least junior standing and who will be in school at UMBC in the semester the scholarship is applied to their tuition.

Please watch for the specific announcement about these scholarships and others on the HAPP web page.

A LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE HAPP COUNCIL OF MAJORS

DEAR HAPP MAJORS:

On behalf of the HAPP Council of Major’s executive committee, I welcome all of you, to the Health Administration and Policy Program (HAPP) and to a progressive and successful 2003 Fall Semester.  The executive committee is excited and eager to recruit students into the HAPP Council of Majors (COM). The HAPP COM is a program designed for you, the proactive student, who wants to explore the field of health and healthcare.  

The council also participates in various service activities with local facilities.  Currently we are sponsoring a food drive and non-perishables are being collected at the HAPP office (ACIV Room 348)  and will be donated to local food pantries which serve those in need.     

The council also provides insight into life as a HAPP graduate and has sponsored HAPP graduate panels.  Former HAPP majors who are working in the field come back to share their experiences.  We explore career opportunities by visiting places of interest to majors such as the Shock Trauma Center at UM Medical Center in Baltimore.  A trip is tentatively planned for November.  

The HAPP COM has targeted all HAPP classes to assess your needs as students of the program.  We urge you to participate and support council activities.  

I wish you all a successful semester and look forward to your participation in the HAPP Council of Majors.  Please contact any of the council officers with questions or for additional information or visit our web site http://www.umbc.edu/happ .
Sincerely, 

Christiana Metzger, 

President, Fall 2003
cmetzg2@umbc.edu

University of Maryland Baltimore County

Health Administration and Policy Program


1000 Hilltop Circle, ACIV 348


Baltimore, MD 21250 

WHAT’S HAPPENING� 


IN THE HEALTH ADMINISTRATION AND POLICY PROGRAM
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ACT NOW!





If you are planning to do a Spring 2004 Internship, and have not already completed an application and met with Joyce Riley, pick up an application from the HAPP office and sign up for an appointment as soon as possible.





UPCOMING COM EVENT


Sunday, November 16


2-4 pm,


HAPP COM  will be visiting St. Martins Nursing Home for a sing-along and bingo.  A sign-up sheet will be outside of the HAPP office.  Contact any COM officer for more information  











