WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE HEALTH ADMINISTRATION & POLICY PROGRAM ?

NEWSLETTER                                                                                                      Fall 2006
CONGRATULATIONS!

Seniors Anticipating 
Graduation December 2006
	Nidhi S. Dalwadi    
	Jennnifer M. Park

	April L. Falahee     
	Alexis Prete

	Steven J. Friedman   
	Alicia G. Reboso

	Catherine R. Ha   
	Kelly Santos

	Mai T. Le    
	Nathaniel M. Smith

	Ioulia Maslikova
Cara Stewart
	Charissa Harriston

	Erika T. McGowens
	Sarah Schoenthal

	IMPORTANT DATES TO 
REMEMBER

Information Forum

Come hear the benefits of membership in the Maryland Chapter of the Health Finance Management Association! 

Date:   October 24, 2006

Time:  4:30-5:00 PM
Location:  ITE 229

[image: image1.wmf]
End of the semester celebration coming soon!  Don’t miss out on a chance to congratulate your friends on a major accomplishment, and enjoy good food and conversation.


Date:  December 5, 2006
Time:  4:00 pm
Location:  Public Policy Building 
                                        
     2nd Floor lobby
ACT NOW! 

Spring 2007 Internships
If you are planning to do a Spring 2007 Internship, and have not already completed an application and met with Joyce Riley, PUP 222, pick up an application from the HAPP office and sign up for an appointment as soon as possible.



	Course Information

HAPP 398— Selected Topics in Health Administration and Policy: Global Issues in Health and Disease, taught by Jeanette  Jeffrey, will be offered in the Spring.  It will meet on Mondays/ Wednesdays 2:30– 3:45.  This course may be used as an elective under the core requirements for the HAPP major.
Important:

HAPP 411, Health Planning and Regulation will not be taught again until Spring 2008.

Spring 2007— 
Semester Course Linked to Travel to Switzerland In June

Happ/Socy 403 — Introduction to International Field Research

Thursdays —4:30-7:00pm
This Course is linked to a week long program in Switzerland, June 19-25, 2006, and receives culture GFR designation.  For more information visit http://www.umbc.edu/happ/switzerland/app-flyer.htm or contact the HAPP office, PUP, Room 220, 410-455-2342.




EXPLORING WORLD ISSUES: 

LESOTHO & SOUTH-AFRICA

By: Benedicta Osafo-Darko

Last winter break, I was privileged to be a part of a study abroad experience through the University of Maryland, “Exploring World Issues” in South Africa and Lesotho. I was very excited about going to South Africa because it has always been a place of interest for me.  However, the only thing I knew about Lesotho was that it is completely surrounded by South Africa. These two countries are two of the most ethnically and racially diverse countries in Africa. Later will I come to learn that I didn’t even know how to pronounce the word ‘Lesotho’. The eighteen hours flight from Washington, D.C through Accra, Ghana to Johannesburg, South Africa and the 5 hours drive from Johannesburg to Maseru, Lesotho was an adventure in itself!

I saw some of the most beautiful sceneries in South Africa and Lesotho. Lesotho   means ‘Kingdom in the Sky’ and is also referred to as the ‘Switzerland of Africa’. I enjoyed every bit of the scorching sun, soaring mountains and overwhelming skies, they almost seemed unreal. Whether I was trekking on a pony up the mountains or walking in town, I always felt so much excitement. In Lesotho, I stayed with a host family for about two weeks. The quality of comfort and welcome that I felt from my host family and the people of Lesotho in general was quite extraordinary. The people are warm, hospitable and were always very happy to share glimpses of their simple and traditional lives with visitors. Each morning I met the rest of the group and we traveled around the country visiting museums, art centers, royal villages, the national university and other places where we usually had our lectures.


 My research focus was on HIV/AIDS. Lesotho, South Africa and seven other southern African nations have the highest prevalence of HIV/AIDS in the world. They account for more than 30% of the 40 million people living with HIV/AIDS worldwide even though these countries only account for 2% of the world population (UNAIDS 2004). Almost every family in this region has been impacted by the disease and HIV/AIDS is the leading cause of death in this part of the world. I met with some leaders of the Clinton HIV/AIDS foundation, UNAIDS, WHO and other local organizations, who shared their work there with me. I also had the opportunity of networking with members of youth organizations in Lesotho who all believed in the promise of a dream to live in a world where people would understand this disease better and help fight it.


Through my adventures in Lesotho and South Africa, I have developed new thoughts about people and I have grown. I believe I still have a stairway ahead of me that needs to be taken: to make a change and have a positive effect on the lives of as many people as I can as these people had on my life. I witnessed the truth of God in the faces of strangers in a land where I never imagined I’ll ever be and this has been the most enriching experience in my life.


A Message from the President of 

HAPP Council of Majors, 

Hafsa Bora 
Greetings!
As we begin the school year, I would like to introduce both myself and the current board members of HAPP COM and the upcoming events for this semester.  We are currently a board of 4 members; Hawa Barry serves as the Vice President, Arielle Clayton as the Treasurer, Aminata Jallon as the Secretary and I as President.

We have decided on three events that will be held throughout the course of this semester which we think will be beneficial for HAPP majors. We will be holding the Annual Food drive that will be starting on Oct 16, an Information Forum, in which two HAPP graduates will be presenting information, about the Maryland Chapter of the Health Finance Management Association and its membership benefits on Oct 24, and an End of the Year celebration on Dec 5.

I wish you the best of luck with the current and upcoming semesters!


Annual Food Drive
From October 16th to November 17th the HAPP department will be conducting its annual food drive for the holidays.  The food will be given to local food pantries. 

Please Drop off nonperishable goods in the box outside of the HAPP office PUP 220.
SCHOLARSHIPS  SPRING 2007 SEMESTER!

Health Administration and Policy

Barbara E Burkman Scholarship

The Barbara E. Burkman HAPP Scholarship Award for $1000 was established and endowed by a graduate of the program.  The award is given to a student who has demonstrated academic stature and scholarly/creative activity in their chosen discipline.  Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, PUP 220 and on the web http:www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm Applications are due by December 1, 2006.

Health Administration and Policy Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship

The HAPP Council of Majors Book Scholarship was established by the student organization to recognize outstanding academic achievement by Health Administration and Policy majors.  The Scholarship is for the amount of $250.  Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, PUP, room 220, and on the Web Http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm. Applications are due by December 1, 2006.

Visit the Bulletin Board
Don’t forget there is an electronic Bulletin Board available on the HAPP Department website (www.umbc.edu/happ/)  that contains a variety of program relevant information. Be sure to visit the site often, as it is frequently updated. Any changes of importance to the program will always be posted on this bulletin board

IMPORTANT DATES TO �REMEMBER


Information Forum


Come hear the benefits of membership in the Maryland Chapter of the Health Finance Management Association! ��Date:   October 24, 2006


Time:  4:30-5:00 PM


Location:  ITE 229








End of the semester celebration coming soon!  Don’t miss out on a chance to congratulate your friends on a major accomplishment, and enjoy good food and conversation.


�Date:  December 5, 2006�Time:  4:00 pm�Location:  Public Policy Building 	                                        	       2nd Floor lobby





A SUMMER IN COMMUNITY HEALTH 


AT THE UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN


By: Safiya Mojerie


This summer, I participated in the University of Michigan, School of Public Health’s Summer Enrichment Program in Health Management and Policy.  As an intern in the Community Health Department of St. John Hospital and Medical Center in Detroit, I assisted the vice-president and her corporate director in assessing and evaluating a healthcare safety net which serves thousands of low-income and uninsured individuals in Detroit.  I was specifically responsible for preparing a goals and outcomes report for FY 2007 as a member of the Vice President’s Integrated Outcomes Workgroup, updating the FY 2007 data for the Department's Michigan Health Association (MHA) report, conducting research on physician referral patterns for health centers across the country, and identifying potential grant opportunities.


The programs administered by the Community Health Department vary in their target populations and focus—the community health department operates an infant mortality project, a program for grieving children and family members, school-based health centers, and community health centers.  I had the opportunity to visit many of these sites and work directly with the program directors in assessing and evaluating their programs.  I attended several meetings with senior staff within the St. John Health System and met with grass-roots organizations in Detroit about finding solutions to many of the challenges facing the city.  After working in community health for the summer, I gained a new respect for the committed social workers, practitioners, and volunteers who manage the delivery of vital social and medical services to those in need.  Site visits to hospitals, insurance companies, clinics, and other health care agencies supplemented my internship by exposing me to the diverse opportunities available in the health management and policy field.


	Living in Ann Arbor for the summer was also a treat.  Ann Arbor, MI is a very quaint, cosmopolitan city with a lot to offer its residents, including several places to eat and shop--lots of Starbucks!--and an annual art fair.  I’d recommend this program to anyone who wants to gain practical experience in health policy and management, particularly as it affects underserved populations. My summer at the University of Michigan was an enriching experience that I will remember for many years to come.


For more information on this program, please see: http://www.sph.umich.edu/hmp/sep_hmp.html 





We would like to welcome a new HAPP “team” member, Victoria Smith.  Victoria is a sociology graduate student helping the HAPP office with Advising, COM events and any type of HAPPenings!  She is also a graduate of the HAPP program.  Come by and say hi, PUP 221,     Tuesday/ Thursday 8:30-4:30.





SCHOLARSHIPS  


SPRING 2007 SEMESTER!


Health Administration and Policy


Barbara E Burkman Scholarship


The Barbara E. Burkman HAPP Scholarship Award for $1000 was established and endowed by a graduate of the program.  The award is given to a student who has demonstrated academic stature and scholarly/creative activity in their chosen discipline.  Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, PUP 220 and on the web http:www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm Applications are due by December 1, 2006.


Health Administration and Policy Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship


The HAPP Council of Majors Book Scholarship was established by the student organization to recognize outstanding academic achievement by Health Administration and Policy majors.  The Scholarship is for the amount of $250.  Applications and information are now available in the HAPP office, PUP, room 220, and on the Web Http://www.umbc.edu/happ/scholarships.htm. Applications are due by December 1, 2006.














