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Environmental Health: An Internship Experience

By: Heidi Scott


At the beginning of the semester I began as an intern at the Howard County Health Department, Bureau of Environmental Health in Columbia, Maryland. I work with the Community Hygiene Program which is one of the five programs within the Environmental Health Department. This program is responsible for a wide range of issues in Howard County. These include, documenting and follow-ups for complaints from residents and businesses, home inspections, collecting water samples, inspecting pools and working on rabies cases. All of these activities come down to maintaining and improving the health of the community as well as assisting and informing residents of health hazards and precautions.

Going into this internship I did not know what to expect. This was a field that I had not thought about, but this experience has certainly helped me develop a better sense of what community health is and what it involves. The best part about this job is going out into the field each day. Each day in the field is an adventure and I really enjoy the excitement of never knowing what to expect. My role here is to be an extra set of eyes and ears when going out in the field with the staff.  This allows me to get a taste for the wide variety of encounters they experience each day. I assist with a range of things from home inspections, pool inspections, taking water samples and assisting with rabies cases. In addition, I have my own ongoing project on which I work when not in the field or involved in other agency activities. That involves collecting data, creating a database and then eventually the completing a report which will be useful to the program in the future. 

 I have been very fortunate to work with such a great group of people in a laid-back and fun atmosphere. I am also confident that this experience will open many new doors as well as further prepare me for a career in healthcare.


BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 

SUMMER 2006 HAPP COURSE 

HAPP 405  Contemporary Issues
 in Long Term Care     3 credits
This course surveys a very important service and policy component of the health care system. A brief history of the evolution of long-term care provides the foundation to analyze issues such as social, economic and political environments, as well as credentialing, insurance and reimbursement. Various management functions will be examined, including financing, regulation, staffing and education. Case studies will introduce the student to community profile, demographics and housing alternatives. Prerequisites: HAPP 100 or permission of an instructor. For more information contact andoverinc@aol.com

Spring Break in Italy
By: Michele Pharr

During my spring break, I was given the opportunity to work on a research project directed towards those who had previously suffered from a stroke.  And the best part was the research program participants were in the Adapted Physical Activity program in the Tuscan region of Italy. This study is a collaborative effort between the Veterans Affairs Hospital at the University of Maryland Medical Center and the Pubic Health Authority in Italy.  Prior to this trip, I had been working with Dr. Mary Stuart, Director of HAPP, on the US portion of this project.

 I, along with fellow UMBC graduate student, Shawnisha Hester, stayed in a small town called San Miniato where the program is based. The purpose of our observations was to compare community-based therapeutic practices offered in Italy with those offered in a hospital setting in the United States and also to look for consistency in the exercise therapies offered among the classes in Italy. 

Now don’t think the trip was all about work, we were able to visit Florence, which is known for its art museums namely the Uffizi and the Academy Gallery among others. However, because the lines were so long for both (at least a 3 hour wait) shopping became the event of the day for us. Florence is known for being a good place to shop. We were also able to visit Pisa and its leaning tower for which it is most famous.

While I didn’t see as much of Italy as I would have liked, I did see enough to make me want to visit other areas throughout Italy. I can’t wait to go back….ciao!

A Message from the President of HAPP Council of Majors, 
Heidi Scott, President

Greetings!
I hope everyone is having an enjoyable spring semester so far! I’d like to begin by saying it has been a wonderful opportunity to serve as President of the council this academic year. With the end of the semester approaching I’d like to reflect back and share some of this year’s progress. Although is has flown by we’ve had a very productive year thus far. On behalf of the council I’d like to say thanks for everyone’s help and contributions for our Annual Food Drive last semester. We collected the most canned goods we ever have! Hopefully we can do the same next year with your continued support. The council also recruited many new members in September at UMBC’s Annual Involvement Fest. From that resulted the creation of our happcom email listserv which has proven to be very helpful and I hope will continue to keep students informed and involved in the council. In October we also participated in the American Cancer Society Walk for Breast Cancer in Baltimore. Despite the many steep hills and warm weather we finished successfully! Thanks to my fellow officers for their support in this.

For the spring semester we were able to coordinate a donations drive for the Children’s Home in Catonsville. We will be collecting new recreational items and clothing for spring. All donations will go to the youth in the residential care program. Although the end is arriving quickly we still have a few more things to keep in mind this semester such as our Returning Grads Panel and End of the Year Party. I hope that you all will make it!

As for the future I am certain that the forthcoming council members will keep up the great work. I encourage all of you to get involved and share in these experiences with each other. If  you’re interested in a position with the council check out the details in this newsletter. We wish you good luck on your finals and the rest of your semester. In closing I’d like to extend my gratitude to the other executive board members, Michele Pharr, Joya Chowdhury and Seghen Simon. And last but not least to Joyce Riley and Cathy McDonnell from the HAPP Department for all their continuous help and support. We couldn’t have done it without them. It has been such a pleasure to work with all of you! On behalf of the council we would like to say farewell and best of luck to the graduating seniors as well as the rest of HAPP majors. I expect great things from all of you!
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During my spring break, I was given the opportunity to observe participants who had previously suffered from a stroke in the Adapted Physical Activity program in the Tuscan region of Italy. I, along with fellow UMBC student Shawnisha Hester stayed in a small town called San Miniato where the program is based. The purpose of our observations was to compare community-based therapeutic practices offered in Italy with those offered in a hospital setting in the United States and also to look for consistency in the exercises offered among the classes in Italy. 





Now don’t think the trip was all about work, we were able to visit Florence, which is known for its art museums namely the Uffizi and the Academy Gallery among others. However, because the lines were so long for both (at least a 3 hour wait) shopping became the event of the day for us. Florence is also known for being a good place to shopJ. We were also able to visit Pisa and its leaning tower. Pisa didn’t have much to see but its tower so our trip there only lasted a couple of hours. 





While I didn’t see as much of Italy as I would have liked, I did see enough to make me want to visit other areas throughout Italy. I can’t wait to go back….ciao!


t interns, such as the Safiya Mojerie American 


                                                                                   	HAPP student interns, such as the American 


                                                                                   Academy of Pediatrics, American Red Cross, 


                                                                                                          and the Office of the Attorney General/Health


                                                                                                          Advocacy Unit. Fill out an application at the


	Shriver Center and find out if one is right for


	you. Contact #: 410-455-2493
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Greetings!


I hope everyone is having an enjoyable spring semester so far! I’d like to begin by saying it has been a wonderful opportunity to serve as President of the council this academic year. With the end of the semester approaching I’d like to reflect back and share some of this year’s progress. Although is has flown by we’ve had a very productive year thus far. On behalf of the council I’d like to say thanks for everyone’s help and contributions for our Annual Food Drive last semester. We collected the most canned goods we ever have! Hopefully we can do the same next year with your continued support. The council also recruited many new members in September at UMBC’s Annual Involvement Fest. From that resulted the creation of our happcom email listserv which has proven to be very helpful and I hope will continue to keep students informed and involved in the council. In October we also participated in the American Cancer Society Walk for Breast Cancer in Baltimore. Despite the many steep hills and warm weather we finished successfully! Thanks to my fellow officers for their support in this.


For the spring semester we were able to coordinate a donations drive for the Children’s Home in Catonsville. We will be collecting new recreational items and clothing for spring. All donations will go to the youth in the residential care program. Although the end is arriving quickly we still have a few more things to keep in mind this semester such as our Returning Grads Panel and End of the Year Party. I hope that you all will make it!


As for the future I am certain that the forthcoming council members will keep up the great work. I encourage all of you to get involved and share in these experiences with each other. If 
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you’re interested in a position with the council check out the details in this newsletter. We wish you good luck on your finals and the rest of your semester.


In closing I’d like to extend my gratitude to the other executive board members, Michele Pharr, Joya Chowdhury and Seghen Simon. And last but not least to Joyce Riley and Cathy McDonnell from the HAPP Department for all their continuous help and support. We couldn’t have done it without them. It has been such a pleasure to work with all of you! On behalf of the council we would like to say farewell and best of luck to the graduating seniors as well as the rest of HAPP majors. I expect great things from all of you!
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HAPP COUNCIL OF MAJORS 


ELECTION


 Are you a student interested in holding an executive leadership position with the Health Administration and Public Policy Council of Majors (HAPP COM)? If you answered yes, please be sure to sign-up on the sheet outside of the HAPP office (PUP building, Rm. 220) no later than Friday, April 14.  Be sure to include your name, class standing, the position for which you are interested in running and contact information.   


All candidates for office will be posted on the HAPP web page by Monday, April 17.  If there are enough candidates to require an election, voting will take place on Wednesday, April 19 & Thursday April 20.  For details on how to vote, visit the HAPP web page, www.umbc.edu/happ/.  


Please plan on attending the general meeting as well on Monday April 24.  It will take place from 12-1pm during free hour. The slate of officers for the next academic year will be confirmed at the meeting.


If you have any questions about the positions on the council please feel free to contact me, Heidi Scott HAPP COM President 2005-2006 at heidi3@umbc.edu.








BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND! 


SUMMER 2006 HAPP COURSE 





� HYPERLINK "http://my.umbc.edu/seatcount?term=200606&classid=HAPP405" �HAPP 405�  Contemporary Issues in Long Term Care     3 credits


This course surveys a very important service and policy component of the health care system. A brief history of the evolution of long-term care provides the foundation to analyze issues such as social, economic and political environments, as well as credentialing, insurance and reimbursement. Various management functions will be examined, including financing, regulation, staffing and education. Case studies will introduce the student to community profile, demographics and housing alternatives. Prerequisites: HAPP 100 or permission of an instructor. For more information contact andoverinc@aol.com





Spring Break in Italy�By: Michele Pharr


During my spring break, I was given the opportunity to work on a research project directed towards those who had previously suffered from a stroke.  And the best part was the research program participants were in the Adapted Physical Activity program in the Tuscan region of Italy. This study is a collaborative effort between the Veterans Affairs Hospital at the University of Maryland Medical Center and the Pubic Health Authority in Italy.  Prior to this trip, I had been working with Dr. Mary Stuart, Director of HAPP, on the US portion of this project.


 I, along with fellow UMBC graduate student, Shawnisha Hester, stayed in a small town called San Miniato where the program is based. The purpose of our observations was to compare community-based therapeutic practices offered in Italy with those offered in a hospital setting in the United States and also to look for consistency in the exercise therapies offered among the classes in Italy. 


Now don’t think the trip was all about work, we were able to visit Florence, which is known for its art museums namely the Uffizi and the Academy Gallery among others. However, because the lines were so long for both (at least a 3 hour wait) shopping became the event of the day for us. Florence is known for being a good place to shop. We were also able to visit Pisa and its leaning tower for which it is most famous.


While I didn’t see as much of Italy as I would have liked, I did see enough to make me want to visit other areas throughout Italy. I can’t wait to go back….ciao!





























Check out the Alumni �Corner in the HAPP web site for information on past graduates. http://ww.umbc.edu/happ/alumni.html
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              National Association of


             Health Services Executives


               Baltimore Metropolitan Chapter





               Summer Internship Program


                   In Health Administration





                   Application Due Date: April 15, 2006


                     See the website for additional information:


            www.umbc.edu/happ/INTERNSHIP.html





Visit the Bulletin Board


Don’t forget there is an electronic Bulletin Board available on the HAPP Department website ( � HYPERLINK "http://www.umbc.edu/happ/" �www.umbc.edu/happ/�)  that contains a variety of program relevant information. Be sure to visit the site often, as it is frequently updated. Any changes of importance to the program will always be posted on this bulletin board





           WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE HEALTH ADMINISTRATION & POLICY PROGRAM ?


NEWSLETTER                                                                                                         SPRING 2006





       CONGRATULATIONS!


Seniors Anticipating �Graduation May 2006











Philip Afoakwah                      Adam Lichtfuss


Mia Anderson-Carr                 Kerri Maczis                             


Christina Andrews                   Qiana Moody                            


Joya Chowdhury                      Sarah Mostellar                          


Heidi Christensen                    Michele Pharr                           


Dori Foster                               Raynese Richards                


Sherese Gatling                        Heidi Scott                       


Mitra Ghazinour                      Kasia Sweeney                           


Ebony Griffin





2006 SCHOLARSHIPS RECIPIENTS


Congratulations!


$500 Outstanding Undergraduate Alumni Award — Michele Pharr





$1000 HAPP Barbara E. Burkman Endowment Fund Scholarship — Ioulia Maslikova
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2006 SCHOLARSHIPS RECIPIENTS


Congratulations!


$500 Outstanding Undergraduate Alumni Award — Michele Pharr





$1000 HAPP Barbara E. Burkman Endowment Fund Scholarship — Ioulia Maslikova! 





IMPORTANT DATES TO �REMEMBER





Returning Graduates’ Panel


Sponsored by the HAPP COM, hear former HAPP graduates talk about life after HAPP and their employment experiences. ��Date:   April 12, 2006


Time:  3:30 pm


Location:  Public Policy Bldg. 203





End of the semester celebration coming soon!  Don’t miss out on a chance to congratulate your friends on a major accomplishment, and enjoy good food and conversation.


�Date:  May 10, 2006�Time:  4:00 pm�Location:  Public Policy Building                                         	       2nd Floor lobby





IMPORTANT HAPP COURSE


INFORMATION!! 


HAPP 411, Health Planning and Regulation will only be offered in the fall 2006 semester.  It will not be offered in the spring 2007 semester.  Plan your schedule accordingly! 			





 





ACT NOW! Fall 2006 Internships


If you are planning to do a Fall 2006 Internship, and have not already completed an application and met with Joyce Riley, PUP 222, pick up an application from the HAPP office and sign up for an appointment as soon as possible.








