WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE HEALTH ADMINISTRATION & POLICY PROGRAM ?


Newsletter 									Spring 2005 


CONGRATULATIONS!


Seniors Anticipating �Graduation May 2005�


Akintunde, M. Bridget          	Kline, Lisa L.�Ali, Sahar B.	Major, Latoya D.�Bushee, Patricia M.	McIntyre, Carla L.�Case, James M.	Mendiratta, Megha�Chandler, Nikia D.                                                                           Ndenecho, Monique N.�Ebberts, Rebecca A.	Price, Sarah K.�Harris, LaKira S.	Simpson, Judith G. �Hewitt, Tenisha N.	Sood, Angela N.�Husain, Arefa	Torres, Stacey L.�Kallon, Fatmata B.	Tucker, Patrice N.�Kim, Jean S.	Watkowski, Jodi M.


�


 





2005 SCHOLARSHIPS RECIPIENTS


Congratulations!





	$250 HAPP Council of Majors’ Book Scholarship Bridget Akintunde and Lisa Kline!


$1000 HAPP Barbara E. Burkman Endowment Fund Scholarship Arefa Husain!

















IMPORTANT DATES TO 


REMEMBER





	Returning Graduates’ Panel�Sponsored by the HAPP COM�Hear former HAPP graduates of our program talk about life after�HAPP and their employment experiences. 


Date:  Wednesday, April 13


Time:  4:30 pm


Location:  PUP 204


�	End of the semester celebration coming soon!


Don’t miss out on a chance to congratulate your friends on a major accomplishment, and enjoy good food and conversation.


Date: May 11, 2005


Time: 4:00 PM


Location: PUP 2nd Floor Lobby








WELCOME!


Matthew Tucker, a graduate student, will be advising students for advanced registration. He will also be a resource for the HAPP Council of Majors and assist with the internship discussion group





�
My Internship Experience�by Arefa Husain 


In my final semester at UMBC, I am completing my internship requirement at St. Agnes Healthcare in the Finance department. The aim of the internship is to help incorporate my acquired knowledge of health care and its actual application within the health care system. Just like any institution, a company’s financial stability is essential for its future growth and success. It is no different in healthcare. The finance department is currently working on the budget process, which takes place between February and April. The budget process requires a careful analysis of previous hospital expenditures and its expected expenditures for the next fiscal year. Data gathered from all departments in the hospital enables the finance team to distribute funds accordingly. ��The internship has helped me gain insight into how important the budget process is. The budget process is a building block that enables the hospital to work efficiently and effectively. Being part of the budget process and finance team has been a very exciting experience. The warm corporate culture and friendliness of my peers and supervisors has made my internship truly enjoyable. �


I think the internship requirement for the Health Administration and Policy program is an excellent experimental tool for students to find out what aspect of health care they are interested in. My internship has definitely sparked an interest in finance. Finance continues to be an essential part of how the health care system operates. It is vital that finances are allocated accurately in order for the healthcare system to aid patients in the best possible manner.





An Interesting Opportunity�by  James Case


Graduation.  It may seem like distant goal way off in the horizon, or it may be bearing down upon you sooner than you desire.  No matter the amount of time left until graduation, a plan for the future is always a good idea.  Do you want to continue your education and get your Masters of Health Administration, do you want to get your MBA, or do you just want to join the workforce?  As a senior HAPP major, I have met many students who wished there was more guidance in preparing for graduate school.  Fortunately, my preparation became a lot easier in my sophomore year when I was contacted by an organization called the York Society offering to help me plan for the future.� In 1990, an honors organization was created to identify potential leaders in the healthcare industry and help them realize their academic and professional goals.  This organization, called the York Society was founded by a group of undergraduate students at Harvard University who wanted to help future generations grapple with the mystery that was graduate school.  By conducting research at the top Public Health schools in the country, these individuals identified the qualities that it took to gain admission to these programs.  ��The qualities that the York Society is looking for in our members include: leadership, academic, and social skills. There is a balance between these skills that every great leader must have.  The members of our organization do not necessarily have 4.0 GPA’s, but they aspire to become well-rounded individuals who excel in all three of these qualities.  Each of these skills will help you in your undergraduate, graduate, and future healthcare career.  Once in this organization, we will guide you through your undergraduate education by continuing to develop these skills.  ��If you are interested in being considered for member to the York Society, or would like to learn more about the organization, please e-mail James Case at jcase1@umbc.edu.  











A Message from the President of


HAPP Council of Majors,


Moronke “Bridget” Akintunde


 Spring greetings to all! I hope everyone is doing well this semester thus far. I am pleased to announce that we had a light, but productive fall semester. In the month of November, we were able to hold our annual food drive. We collected so much food that Bea Gaddy’s House for women and children and Our Lady of Perpetual Help food pantry were able to benefit from our generosity. On behalf of the HAPP Council of Majors I would like to thank everybody who participated in the drive, as well as the teachers who offered extra credit to students who contributed food. In December, the council was fortunate enough to purchase gifts for the holiday season for two deserving youngsters at The Children’s Home in Catonsville. This opportunity was made available through the Angel Tree Project led by a student who works within the Shriver Center on the UMBC campus. As a follow-up activity the executive council members also volunteered at a holiday party for the kids. We facilitated several riveting rounds of Taboo, helped decorate holiday cookies, and really just assisted in showing the kids a good time. It was an experience definitely to be remembered; therefore we hope to make it a tradition for HAPP Council members in the future. �


Though the fall semester went well, we know that the spring semester will bring even more success for the council of majors. We are already of to a great start! Our treasurer, Safiya Mojerie is representing HAPP COM on the CEAS committee, which is a group of students addressing smoking issues on campus. This initiative is very important and the group welcomes anybody who wants to voice their concerns about the campus smoking policies. If you want more information please feel free to get in contact with Safiya via email (smojer1@umbc.edu).  Additionally, look forward to these upcoming spring events:


 HAPP general meeting will be held on Wednesday, March 30th, 2005 from 1-2pm in PUP 204. At this meeting we will be discussing what activities we have planned for the remainder of the semester and also if warranted, we will be holding elections for new executive board members for the council (please read further in the newsletter for more information). 


 Health Summit 2005: Youth Outreach. We will visit a youth community center in April to talk about a variety of aspects of health care. For more information contact Monique Ndenecho (VP of HAPP COM) via email (monique2@umbc.edu).


 The council will also be hosting the annual Returning Grads Panel on Wednesday, April 13th, 2005,  4:30pm in PUP 204.  �


In closing, I would like to take this opportunity to thank my fellow executive board members Monique Ndenecho, Fatmata Kallou, and Safiya Mojerie for all their hard work this year. It was my pleasure working with you all and I wish everyone happiness and prosperity in all your future endeavors. Additionally I would like to thank Cathy McDonnell, the administrative assistant for the HAPP program for all her help, as well as Matt Tucker, the graduate assistant for all his support. Lastly, I would like to extend the deepest gratitude to Mrs. Joyce Riley, our advisor. She was and I know will continue to be supportive of everything that the council is involved with and I hope we have left a lasting impression never to be forgotten. Best of luck to everyone on midterms and the rest of the semester! To those of you who are graduating this semester, the world is your oyster; I know we will all travel far!�
�
HAPP COUNCIL OF MAJORS


ELECTION


 Are you a student interested in holding an executive leadership position with the Health Administration and Public Policy Council of Majors (HAPP COM)? If you answered yes, please be sure to sign-up on the sheet outside of the HAPP office (PUP building, Rm. 220) no later than Friday, March 25th, 2005. Be sure to include your name, class standing, the position for which you are interested in running and contact information.   


All candidates for office will be posted on the HAPP web page, on Monday, March 28.  If there are enough candidates to require an election, voting will take place on Tuesday and Wednesday, March 29 and 30.  For details on how to vote, visit the HAPP web page, www.umbc.edu/happ/.  


Please plan on attending the general meeting as well on Wednesday, March 30th, 2005 in the PUP building in Room 204. It will take place from 1-2pm during free hour. The slate of officers for the next academic year will be confirmed at the 1:00 pm meeting.  


If you have any questions about the positions on the council please feel free to contact me, Bridget Akintunde, HAPP COM President 2004-2005 at 443-612-0227 (for on-campus students ext. 20227) or at mo4@umbc.edu�
�



Check out the Alumni Corner in the HAPP web site for information on past graduates. http://ww.umbc.edu/happ/alumni.html��





Visit the Bulletin Board


�


Don’t forget there is an electronic Bulletin Board available on the HAPP Department website (www.umbc.edu/happ/)  that contains a variety of program relevant information. Be sure to visit the site often, as it is frequently updated. Any changes of importance to the program will always be posted on this bulletin board.


ACT NOW!


If you are planning to do a Fall 2005 Internship, and have not already completed an application and met with Joyce Riley, pick up an application from the HAPP office and sign up for an appointment as soon as possible.











