	Exempt Category Example Chart

	

	EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH



	This is generally research conducted in established or commonly accepted educational settings, involving normal educational practices. The federal exemption category §46.101(b)(1) applies to these studies. Research with minors may be eligible in this category if the data collected is compiled as “groups of students” with no possible way to identify individuals, or compromise privacy or confidentiality. Examples include, but are not limited to:
· Research improving educational practice or comparing different teaching strategies 
· Action research  
       If this describes your research,  please go to http://www.umbc.edu/research/HARPO/IRB/exemptapplication.html to complete an application

	EDUCATIONAL TESTS



	This is generally research involving the comparison or use of educational tests (cognitive, diagnostic, aptitude, achievement), information taken from these sources is recorded in such a manner that subjects cannot be identified, directly or through identifiers linked to the subjects. The federal exemption category 46.101(b)(1) applies to these studies. Research with minors may be eligible in this category if the information obtained and recorded in such a way, that subjects cannot be identified. Examples include, but are not limited to:
· Evaluating the use of accepted or revised standardized tests 
· Testing or comparing a curriculum or lesson
        If this describes your research,  please go to http://www.umbc.edu/research/HARPO/IRB/exemptapplication.html to complete an application

	SURVEYS, QUESTIONNAIRES, INTERVIEWS, OR OBSERVATION OF PUBLIC BEHAVIOR:


	To meet this exemption, the subject matter must not involve "sensitive" topics, such as criminal or sexual behavior, alcohol or drug use on the part of the participants, unless they are conducted in a manner that guarantees anonymity for the participants and informed consent cannot be reasonably obtained (such as in anonymous observations). The federal exemption category 46.101(b)(2) applies to these studies. Examples include, but are not limited to:
· An anonymous survey regarding workplace satisfaction
· Surveying teachers about a technique or an outcome
· Observing adult and child interactions at a soccer game
· Polling students on usage of the Commons during finals week
                        If this describes your research,  please go to http://www.umbc.edu/research/HARPO/IRB/exemptapplication.html to complete an application

	SURVEYS, QUESTIONNAIRES, INTERVIEWS OR OBSERVATION OF PUBLIC BEHAVIOR


	Surveys that involve sensitive information and participants identities are known to the researcher may still be exempt if (1) the participants are elected to appointed public officials or candidates for public office; or (2) federal statute(s) specify without exception that confidentiality will be maintained throughout the research and thereafter.  The federal exemption category 46.101(b)(3) applies to these studies.  Otherwise, such research requires expedited status. Examples include, but are not limited to:

· Interview or survey of public officials about a local or global issues

· Surveys administered to town mayors that contains questions that might expose information which the public might not support

                        If this describes your research,  please go to http://www.umbc.edu/research/HARPO/IRB/exemptapplication.html to complete an application

	ARCHIVAL RESEARCH


	Research involving the collection or study of existing data, documents, records, pathological or diagnostic specimens, if these sources are publicly available or if the information is recorded by the investigator in such a manner that participants cannot be identified, directly or through identifiers linked to the participants. These data/samples must be preexisting, which means they were collected prior to the current project. The federal exemption category 46.101(b)(4) applies to these studies.   

Research involving the use of publicly available, de-identified sources does not require prior IRB review (i.e. no application is required) provided the investigator obtains his/her data from the IRB list of pre-approved data holders. Otherwise, an exempt application is required.

	RESEARCH EXAMINING PUBLIC BENEFIT OR PUBLIC SERVICE PROGRAMS


	To qualify for this exemption, the research must also be conducted by or subject to review by an authorized representative of the program in question. 
Exemption Category 5 is reserved for Federal Government Research and is not available for local IRB review and is rarely applied to research at UMBC

	TASTE EVALUATION RESEARCH


	Studies of taste and food quality evaluation. Studies of taste evaluation qualify for this exemption only if (1) wholesome foods without additives are consumed; or (2) if a food is consumed that contains a food ingredient at or below the level of and for a use found to be safe. The federal exemption category 46.101(b)(6) applies to these studies.   Examples include, but are not limited to:

· Taste testing whole grain food products
· Comparing taste or smell of molasses, cheese or milk
· Taste-test conducted on different types of grapefruit to determine consumers preference
                          If this describes your research,  please go to http://www.umbc.edu/research/HARPO/IRB/exemptapplication.html to complete an application



