Graphing Goods Imported to London Town

Did you know that the American colonists relied on imported goods? Many newspaper advertisements in the
colonial period were for items that were made or grown in England, Europe and elsewhere. Through
advertisements that appeared in the Maryland Gazette newspaper, you will be introduced to some of the things
that were imported into London Town during the years 1747-1770. You will also learn how the goods available
for sale were dependent on the weather and seasons.

Participants will cut out copies of the primary source (original to the time) advertisements, place themin a
container, and then sort, organize, and graph them according to criterion, such as season (month) the amount
(quantity), and type (like “fresh produce”), listed in ad (eg. 0-1; 2-3; 4-5; 6 and more).

Materials:

1 small paper bag or container to hold the advertisements

1 spinner (attached)

1 paper clip

1die

1 game board sorter (attached)

paper (or index cards) and pencil to create labels for the graph (or glue/tape ads on large construction paper)
Maryland Gazette newspaper advertisements - cut out and placed in bag/container

The activity may be completed independently or in a small group.

How to Play:

1. When a participant spins the word “import,” select an ad from the bag/container. If a participant spins the
word “export,” do not pull an ad from the bag/container.
As each participant pulls an advertisement from the bag, arrange the information from the ad into the form
of a chart or table. As you start to group/order the table, think about the title for your graph and the
subtitles for each axis. Use paper or index cards to label the parts of the graph.

2. Discuss the following questions and develop your own as you evaluate the data your graph reveals:
What types of goods were imported to Colonial America?
Who were the intended buyers of the imported goods?
How did the time of year or season influence the type and amount of goods imported?

Why were many goods, especially fresh produce, not imported or exported?

What types of goods were sold throughout the year? What does this tell you about these items?
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Spinner
Cut out and insert a paperclip through the center to serve as the spinner. Spin “import” and select an ad from
the bag; spin “export” and wait for the next turn.

IMPORT IMPORT

EXPORT EXPORT
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Advertisements for imports in London Town from the Maryland Gazette Newspaper
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boe Zri% Linens, Ofnabrigs, Checks, Manchgfier Wares acd
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Maryland Gazette, 14 October 1747
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Maryland Gazette, 19 October 1748

JUST IMPORTED,
In the Nancy, Cape. Lloyd, from London, and to be fold by
the Subfcriber, at Reafenable Rates, at bis Store
17 Annapolis,

R I7 1§ H Sail Duck, from NP.1to 7, Ship Chandlery
of all forts, Anchors from 1 to § Hundred; fine Calli-
coes, Chints, Superfine Muflins, Humhums, white Callicoes,
Cambricks, Laces, Edgings, black Velvet, with a variety of

other Eurcpean and Eaff India Goods Jasmes Dick,
Where may be had, Cotdage of all fizes, of the London Touwn
Manufallure, near as Cheap as can be Imported from Londen.

Maryland Gazette, 5 December 1750
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Maryland Gazette, 2 January 1752
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Any Perfons inclinable to parchafe, may appl
to the Sublicriber, at his Storc%n Annapa!:‘:.y L

/- Stepben Hef.

Maryland Gazette, 25 June 1752
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Eap Inaia GOODS: Alfo, all Kinds of
Cables, Cordage, Twine, Log Lires, dcchSca
Lines, Houfeline ard Marlire, Compaffes, Sand
Glaffes, and Variety cf Ship Chardlery, at reafcn-

able Rates, [ Stephen Hefl.

Maryland Gazette, 28 September 1752
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They have ikewile f?r S:f::. Madeira Wice,
of the NewaFork Clualicy, ¥ the Fipe, Ho ad,

“or Quaner-Cafig ;i?t:'.ra{;m‘n:. ngl‘n"ﬁ?nb Eugﬂ: 3y
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amtty of tarr'd Yarns en Hznd, Rigging for a
suip of ary §z¢ may be compleatzd an a few Days
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Maryland Gazette, 9 June 1768
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JAMES DICK & STEw
Have jufl fmf.cr."!.f, in the Bl:lf#_‘,’, En‘a:. Ha
_.London, andtle Patuxent, Capr. Luft, from i
gow, and kave for Saleat theiv Steves, ap0 U
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GENERAL Affortment of E
EasT-INpia GOODS, TROPLAY g4
Likewife, Spermaceti Candles, Mould ang D
Tallow ditto, by the Box; Calile and Hard 5,.. 1
the Box ; Lintfeed Oil, by the Barrel; Winduw (1,7
12 by 10, 11 hy ia, anil ia by ¥, by the Haf E:;"i
Madsira Wine, by the Pipe, Hogihead, ; . A
Calk ; Wel-Infia Rum, by the Hoglheud ; ﬁ.,Q‘*]'"
double refined Sugar; coarfe Salt; Pork, 23 5
by the Barrel. e
Allw, E;il-ﬂucl};i Anchors; Oakum; 2% 5.m,
Ship Chandlery; and all Sizes of Cordage, m.i. -
Newingten Rope.Walk, where Orders are Co.nnl ey
with in the moft fpeedy Manner. (W)
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Maryland Gazette, 8 June 1769
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JAMES DICK and STEWART,
Have jufi inpprni em London, iw ife Skip Betley,

Catrain James Buchanan, amd fave for fah a

rnyi'mﬂr Raresy, Hlolejole ard Rewily, & iy

Steres 2 Annapolis ard London-Town,

L LARGE Afforement of GOQDS, agresible

te the Aflfaciatian, eanfifing oF coarls Weoel
lens of all Sorts, Irifs Linens, Ofuabrigs, Rogsasd
Blankeis, Maich-Coat Blankets, Foreign Lineas,
CGunpowder, Sho: and Lead, Sail-Cloth of all Nom.
bers, Anchors from 120w+, to 20~wr. Grapnels,
and all Sorts of Ship Chandlery, Oakum, Seine
Twine, Grind-Stoncs, and Hand Mill Gica:
Corks, Seine-Corks and Leads, Felr Map, Weo
and Cotton Carde, Fe,

They have likewile for Sale, old Madhra Wing,
by the Pipe, Hopthead, or Quarter Cak, confs
and fin= Salt by the Buthel, Rice, 2od a few Bus
of Caflile Soap, and barrel'd Pork.

All Sérts of Cordege made at Newssrien
Walk: Where Orders will be cunpﬁ:dérilhl Wit

as much Expelition as pofible,

Maryland Gazette, 4 October 1770
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