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Graphing Goods Imported to London Town 
 

Did you know that the American colonists relied on imported goods?  Many newspaper advertisements in the 
colonial period were for items that were made or grown in England, Europe and elsewhere. Through 
advertisements that appeared in the Maryland Gazette newspaper, you will be introduced to some of the things 
that were imported into London Town during the years 1747-1770. You will also learn how the goods available 
for sale were dependent on the weather and seasons. 
 
Participants will cut out copies of the primary source (original to the time) advertisements, place them in a 
container, and then sort, organize, and graph them according to criterion, such as season (month) the amount 
(quantity), and type (like “fresh produce”), listed in ad (eg. 0-1; 2-3; 4-5; 6 and more).  
 
Materials: 
1 small paper bag or container to hold the advertisements 
1 spinner (attached)   
1 paper clip  
1 die   
1 game board sorter (attached) 
paper (or index cards) and pencil to create labels for the graph (or glue/tape ads on large construction paper) 
Maryland Gazette newspaper advertisements - cut out and placed in bag/container  
 
The activity may be completed independently or in a small group. 
 
How to Play: 
1. When a participant spins the word “import,” select an ad from the bag/container.  If a participant spins the 

word “export,” do not pull an ad from the bag/container.  
 
As each participant pulls an advertisement from the bag, arrange the information from the ad into the form 
of a chart or table.  As you start to group/order the table, think about the title for your graph and the 
subtitles for each axis.  Use paper or index cards to label the parts of the graph. 
 

2. Discuss the following questions and develop your own as you evaluate the data your graph reveals:  
 

What types of goods were imported to Colonial America? 
 

Who were the intended buyers of the imported goods? 
 

How did the time of year or season influence the type and amount of goods imported? 
 

Why were many goods, especially fresh produce, not imported or exported?   
 

What types of goods were sold throughout the year?  What does this tell you about these items? 
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Spinner 
Cut out and insert a paperclip through the center to serve as the spinner.  Spin “import” and select an ad from 
the bag; spin “export” and wait for the next turn. 
 
 

 

 

IMPORT IMPORT 

EXPORT EXPORT 
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Advertisements for imports in London Town from the Maryland Gazette Newspaper 
 
 
 

 
Maryland Gazette, 17 March 1747 

 
 
 
 
 

 

  
Maryland Gazette, 14 October 1747 
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Maryland Gazette, 14 October 1747 

 
 

 

 
Maryland Gazette, 19 October 1748 

 
 

Maryland Gazette, 5 December 1750 
 
 



  

Children’s Lives at Colonial London Town is a Teaching American History grant partnership program between Anne Arundel County Public Schools, the 
UMBC Center for History Education, and Historic London Town and Gardens. Materials may be reproduced under educational fair-use guidelines. 

Children's Lives at Colonial London Town: The Stories of Three Families 
 

  

 
Maryland Gazette, 2 January 1752 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maryland Gazette, 23 April 1752 
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Maryland Gazette, 25 June 1752 
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Maryland Gazette, 28 September 1752 

 
 
 

 
Maryland Gazette, 9 June 1768 
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Maryland Gazette, 8 June 1769 

 
 
 

 
Maryland Gazette, 4 October 1770 

 


