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Introduction

The goal of this course is to introduce students to the politics and societies of contemporary Central Asia.  The readings review the social and historical context of political life in Central Asia, tracing the region’s development from the 19th century to the present.  In this course we pay special attention to several themes: ethnicity and nationalism, political development, economic reform and post-independence foreign policy construction.  This course integrates broad theoretical issues in the study of political science with important “facts” and approaches necessary to make sense of Central Asia.  Many of the readings focus on one particular country’s development in a regional context, providing students with a greater understanding of how processes take place locally as well as comparatively.

I want every student to walk away from this course with the background to intelligently assess contemporary developments in Central Asia and US foreign policy towards that region.  More broadly, students should have a better understanding of the challenges facing developing states both inside and outside of the post-communist world.


This class will include a combination of lecture and discussion.  The format will be largely dependent on the material for a given day (some days will demand more explanation, other days will be more conducive to group analysis).  It is expected that you will complete all of the readings and be ready to discuss them; at the end of every class I will give you key questions to think about while reading for the following class.  You will have five announced quizzes over the course of the semester.  Your final grade will be based on participation (20%), quizzes (20%), a mid-term and final exam (30% each).  
Attendance for this class is mandatory.  If for some reason you will be unable to attend a class, you must let me know prior to your absence (via e-mail or in person).  You will be responsible for all of the material covered in your absence.  


All required readings for this course will be available on Blackboard.  

A Note on Academic Honesty:

Be honest. Since you have all signed up for this course on your own free will, I am assuming you are interested and willing to do the work necessary to learn.  If you have a question about what constitutes plagiarism, please ask.  I subscribe to a zero-tolerance approach; if any students are caught cheating or plagiarizing, I will immediately fail them and then refer them to the Office of Undergraduate Education for possible additional consequences.  There will be no discussion of mitigating circumstances.  For the sake of clarity, I quote below from the UMBC Office of Undergraduate Education:

"By enrolling in this course, each student assumes the responsibilities of an active participant in UMBC's scholarly community in which everyone's academic work and behavior are held to the highest standards of honesty. Cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, and helping others to commit these acts are all forms of academic dishonesty, and they are wrong. Academic misconduct could result in disciplinary action that may include, but is not limited to, suspension or dismissal. To read the full Student Academic Conduct Policy, consult the UMBC Student Handbook, the Faculty Handbook, or the UMBC Policies section of the UMBC Directory [or for graduate courses, the Graduate School website]."

1.  Thursday, August 30
Introduction

Course overview, requirements/expectations and introduction to Central Asia.

2.  Tuesday, September 4
What is Central Asia and what is its ‘place’ in the world?  

Gregory Gleason, Central Asian States: Discovering Independence. London: Westview 1997. Chapter 1.
Yuri Bregel, Notes on the Study of Central Asia (Indiana University 1996): 1-26. 

3.  Thursday, September 6
The Russian colonial experience: What has Central Asia historically meant for Russia and what has Russia historically meant for Central Asia?

Elizabeth Bacon, Central Asians under Russian Rule: A Study in Cultural Change. (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press 1980). Chapter 1. 
Seymour Becker, “Russia's Central Asian Empire, 1885-1917", in Michael Rywkin, ed., Russian Colonial Expansion to 1917, London: Mansell Publishing Ltd., 1988, pp. 235-256

4.  Tuesday, September 11
The Soviet experience I:  How did life change for Central Asians from Russian imperial rule to Soviet rule?  What were the affects on local institutions and customs?  How did this change Central Asia’s developmental trajectory?

John Anderson, The International Politics of Central Asia. (Manchester, MUP 1997), Chapter 1 (1865-1924). 

Stalin, Josef.  “The Nation,” in John Hutchinson and Anthony Smith (ed.s), Nationalism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994: 18-21.
5.  Thursday, September 13

The Soviet experience II:  How was the Soviet Union structured?  How did this affect Central Asian states?

Gregory Gleason, “The Evolution of the Soviet Federal System,” in Rachel Deber (ed.), The Soviet Nationality Reader.  Boulder, CO:  Westview Press, 1992.  Pp.107-120.
Steven Sabol, “The Creation of Soviet Central Asia: the 1924 National Delimitation,” Central Asian Survey 14(2) (1995): 225-241.
6.  Tuesday, September 18
The Soviet experience III:  How did life change for Central Asians from Russian imperial rule to Soviet rule?  What were the affects on local institutions and customs?  How did this change Central Asia’s developmental trajectory?

Gregory Gleason, Central Asian States: Discovering Independence. London: Westview 1997. Chapter 3. 

Elizabeth Bacon, Central Asians under Russian Rule: A Study in Cultural Change. (Ithaca, NY: Cornell University Press 1980). Chapter 6.  
7.  Thursday, September 20
What was the role of Islam before and after the Soviet period?
Yaacov Ro’i, “The Secularization of Islam and the USSR’s Muslim Areas,” in Yaacov Ro’i’s Muslim Eurasia. Pp. 5-40. 

Michael Rywkin, “Islam and the New Soviet Man: 70 Years of Evolution,” Central Asian Survey 6(4) (1987): 23-33.

8.  Tuesday, September 25 

What was perestroika and why did it happen? How do you liberalize a state and people that has never experienced democratic rule? What are the challenges to liberalization?

Christopher Young, “The Strategy of Political Liberalization: A Comparative View of Gorbachev's Reforms,” World Politics 45 (1) (October 1992): 47-65.

Carrere d’Encausse, H. The End of the Soviet Empire: The Triumph of the Nations (Basic Books 1993): Chapter 1.
9.  Thursday, September 27 

How did liberalization affect Islam in Central Asia? What was the role of the Central Asian public (bottom-up) vs. elites (top-down) during perestroika?

Hagheyeghi, “The Gorbachev Era,” Islam and Politics in Central Asia, 41-70.

Bess Brown, “The Public Role of Perestroika in Central Asia,” Central Asian Survey 9 (1) (1990): 87-96.

10.  Tuesday, October 2 
What was the role of nationalism in ‘liberating’ Central Asia and other parts of the Soviet Union? Did nationalism play a positive of negative role?
David Laitin, “The National Uprisings in the Soviet Union,” World Politics, October 1991. 139-177. 

Yaacov R’oi, “Central Asian Riots and Disturbances, 1989-1990: Causes and Context,” Central Asian Survey 16 (3): 21-54.
11.  Thursday, October 4
Stuck with independence: What does it mean to become a state and how did the nascent states of Central Asia confront this complicated task?

Martha Brill Olcott, Central Asia’s New States: Independence, Foreign Policy and Regional Security (Washington, D.C.: United States Institute of Peace Press, 1996): 3-20. 

Rashid, Ahmed.  “The Two Revolutions – 1917 and 1991,” in The Resurgence of Central Asia: Islam or Nationalism (London: Zed Books 1994), pp. 25-48. 

12.  Tuesday, October 9 
Nation-Building in the Context of Empire
Karen Dawisha, “Constructing and Deconstructing Empire in the Post-Soviet Space,” in Karen Dawisha and Bruce Parrott (eds.) The End of Empire? : The Transformation of the USSR in Comparative Perspective  (Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe, 1997), pp. 338-361.

Mark R. Beissinger, "State Building in the Shadow of an Empire-State," in Karen Dawisha and Bruce Parrott (eds.), The End of Empire? : the Transformation of the USSR in Comparative Perspective  (Armonk, N.Y.: M.E. Sharpe, 1997), pp. 157-185. 

13.  Thursday, October 11 

The Soviet Legacy: Can we blame the contemporary political situations of Central Asia on the Soviet Union?  

Martha Brill Olcott, “Central Asia’s Catapult to Independence,” Foreign Affairs 71 (3) (1992): 108-130. 

14.  Tuesday, October 16
Mid-Term
15.  Thursday, October 18
What is democracy, what determines the success of democratic transition and what went wrong in Central Asia?

Juan J. Linz, “The Perils of Presidentialism,” Journal of Democracy 1(1) (Winter 1990): 51-70. 

John Anderson, “Constitutional Development in Central Asia,” Central Asian Survey 16(3) (September 1997): 301-320.

16.  Tuesday, October 23
How does Central Asia compare to the broader post-communist and developing world? What might account for these similarities and differences?
Bruce Parrott, “Perspectives on postcommunist democratization,” in Conflict, Cleavage and Change: 1-39.

Paul Kubicek, “Authoritarianism in Central Asia: Curse or Cure?”  Third World Quarterly, vol. 19, no 1 (1998) pp. 29-43. 

17.  Thursday, October 25
Who governs Central Asia and how do they govern?

Martha Brill Olcott, “Emerging Political Elites” in Ali Banuazizi and Myron Weiner (ed.s) The New Geopolitics of Central Asia and its Borderlands (London: I.B. Taurris 1994): 44-67. 

Donald S. Carlisle, “Islam Karimov and Uzbekistan: Back to the Future?” in Timothy J. Colton and Robert C. Tucker (ed.s) Patterns in Post-Soviet Leadership (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1995):  191-216. 

18.  Tuesday, October 30
The ‘politics’ of Central Asian politics: How have post-communist leaders managed to maintain their hold on power in all but one Central Asian state (Kyrgyzstan) for so long?
John Anderson, “Elections and Political Development in Central Asia,” Journal of Communist and Transition Politics 13(4) (December 1997): 28-53. 

Demian Vaisman, “Regionalism and Clan Loyalty in the Political Life of Uzbekistan,” in Yaacov Ro’i’s Muslim Eurasia: Conflicting Legacies (London: Frank Cass 1995: 105-122).

20.  Tuesday, November 6

What are the problems of building democracy from below in a post-repressive state with little previous democratic experience?
Olcott, Martha Brill  "Democratization and the Growth of Political Participation," in Conflict , Cleavage, and Change in Central Asia and the Caucasus (Karen Dawisha and Bruce Parrot, eds.) (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997), pp. 201-241.
Nancy Lubin, “Leadership in Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan: The Views of the Led,” in Patterns in Post-Soviet Leadership: 217-234.

21.  Thursday, November 8

What Went Wrong in Tajikistan? Why didn’t the same thing happen in other Central Asian states?
Sergei Gretsky, “Civil War in Tajikistan: Causes, Developments and Prospects for Peace,” in Roald Z. Sagdeev and Susan Eisenhower (ed.s) Central Asia: Conflict, Resolution and Change (Chevy Chase, MD: CPSS Press 1995): 217-247. 

22.  Tuesday, November 13

What is the economic potential of Central Asia? How does the nature of the resources affect government policies in other spheres?
Boris Rumer and Stanislav Zhukov, “Economic Development in the States of Central Asia,” in Boris Rumer and Stanislaw Zhukov (ed.s) Central Asia: The Challenge of Independence (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe 1998): 19-27. 

Richard Pomfrest, The Economies of Central Asia. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1995. 28-60. 

23.  Thursday, November 15 

What have been the major impediments to economic reform in Central Asia?  How have economic experiences in the region diverged over time?
Gregory Gleason, Central Asian States: Discovering Independence (London: Westview 1997): 20-36.

David Jay Green and Armin Bauer.  “The Costs of Transition in Central Asia” Journal of Asian Economics, vol. 9, no. 2 (Summer 1998) pp. 345-364. 
24.  Thursday, November 22

From economics to foreign policy: Should we expect the Russians to rebuild the empire – and the Central Asians to let them?

Blackmon, Pamela, “Back to the USSR: Why the past does matter in explaining differences in the economic reform processes of Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan,” Central Asian Survey 24(4) (December 2005): 391-404.

Hendrik Spruyt, “The Prospects for Neo-Imperial and Nonimperial Outcomes in the Former Soviet Space,” in Dawisha and Parrott’s The End of Empire: 315-337.
25.  Tuesday, November 27

What are the alternate foreign policy directions Central Asian leaders might choose to take? What are the pros and cons of potential partners?
Martha Brill Olcott, Central Asia’s New States, pp. 39-56.

Graham E. Fuller, “The New Geopolitical Order,” in New Geopolitics of Central Asia: 19-43 (esp. 33-43).

26.  Tuesday, December 4

Why do ‘great’ powers care about Central Asia and how have they approached the region? What has been the Central Asian reaction – and what accounts for this?

Anatol Lieven, “The (Not So) Great Game,” The National Interest, Winter 1999/2000, p. 69-80.

Amalendu Misra, “Shanghai 5 and the emerging alliance in Central Asia: the closed society and its enemies,” Central Asian Survey 20 (3), 2001: 305-321. 
27.  Thursday, December 6

Is there an Islamist threat in Central Asia? What are the indications? How has the purported threat of radical Islam affected Central Asian domestic and foreign policies?
Eric McGlinchey, “The Making of Militants: The State and Islam in Central Asia,”  Comparative Studies of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East 25, 3 (2005). 

Adeeb Khalid, “The Politics of ‘Antifundamentalism,’” Eurasianet, Eurasia Insight, April 24, 2000, from http://www.eurasianet.org/departments/insight/articles/eav042400_pr.shtml [D]

28.  Tuesday, December 11

Conclusion: The State of Central Asia Today

Exam Review
