Information for Prospective RAs in the CCAD Lab

We frequently have open positions in our lab for interested Research Assistants (RAs).  RAs do not need to be psychology majors.  We are looking for dedicated students who are motivated to learn more about research and able to spend 6-9 hours a week working in the lab.  If you think you would be interested in this opportunity, please fill out an application then contact the graduate students who work on the project you are interested in on the personnel page.  
Project ADVANCE

The focus of project ADVANCE is to understand factors that promote the healthy development of adolescent mothers and their infants.  We visit first-time teen mothers (anyone under 19 years old is eligible) in their homes four times: (1) during the third trimester of pregnancy, (2) within the first month after delivery, (3) when the child is 4-7 months, and (4) when the child is 18-22 months old.  At each time point, we complete interviews and questionnaires with the participants.  At the 3rd and 4th visits, we also conduct observations to examine the interactions between mother and child.
A strength of the project is that RAs are able to be involved hands-on in all aspects of the research process.  Below is a list of opportunities for our students.  All students in the lab must be involved in tasks 1-4.  We have additional opportunities for interested students to help tailor your experience in the lab to your unique needs and goals.  Tasks 7-10 are excellent opportunities for students interested in research or planning to apply to graduate school. 
All RAs are involved in the following tasks:
1. Participant recruitment: We recruit participants from local hospitals, schools, WIC clinics, and flyers.  RAs are responsible for taking flyers to local organization and calling recruited participants to schedule visits.
2. Home visits: RAs go to participant’s homes in pairs to collect data.  This is a great opportunity to learn more about our population of interest and interact with the young mothers and their infants.
3. Data entry: Once we have the data complete from home visits, RAs enter the information into a software program called SPSS.  This is a program that is commonly used for research in the social sciences.
4. Additional projects: All RAs are responsible for overseeing a smaller, more specialized part of the project, based on their own personal interests.  New students will receive information about these projects when they officially join the lab.
Some RAs choose to be involved in the following tasks:

5. Teaching Baby Signs classes: We provide Baby Signs classes as a service to the students of an alternative school program exclusively for pregnant and parenting teens in Baltimore City.  The program teaches preverbal children signs that represent basic needs, such as eating, drinking, and sleeping.  This helps mothers and babies communicate better and may be associated with increased maternal sensitivity and accelerated language development.
6. Coding of observations: We video tape our participants at the 3rd and 4th time point.  Interested students may learn to use a coding scheme to evaluate the quality of these interactions.  This task helps to develop clinical skills and an increased awareness of specific behaviors.
Senior RAs may have the opportunity to be involved in the following tasks:

7. Research poster presentations: Undergraduates may work with graduate students to complete presentations for conferences.  Posters are a brief snap shot of a research project.  Poster submissions are generally due in the summer (August) and the conference is in March.
8. Undergraduate Research Awards (URA): Several students from the lab have successfully received funding for their research under the mentorship of Dr. Cheah or a graduate student. UMBC offers awards of up to $1500 to conduct an independent research project. These students present their findings at the annual Undergraduate Research and Creative Achievement Day.
9. Independent studies: Students may choose to work on a more in depth research project with Dr. Cheah or a graduate student.  This entails a one or two semester commitment and may culminate in a publication in a professional journal.
10. Honors theses: Some students choose to complete an honors thesis using data they have helped collect.  This entails a two semester commitment in which students will conceptualize, write, and defend an honors thesis.
*Note: Please see examples/descriptions of these projects on the lab Blackboard website.
