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Books 
 
 
In press  Nature and The City (Co-authored with Lisa Benton-Short) 

Routledge. 
 
In press  The Urban Compendium (Co-edited with Tim Hall and Phil 

Hubbard) Sage. 
 
In press  Cities and Economy (Co-authored with Yeong Kim) Routledge. 
 
2007  Liquid City: Megalopolis Revisited Resources for The Future 

Press/Johns Hopkins University Press. 
  
2006  Alabaster Cities: Urban US Since 1950 Syracuse University Press.  
 
2006  Urban Theory: A Critical Assessment Palgrave Macmillan. 
 
2005  The Encyclopedia of New York State Syracuse University Press. 

(Member of editorial board). 
 
2005  Imagined Country (reprint with new introduction) Syracuse 

University Press 
 
2004  Making Space Syracuse University Press. 
 
2004  Global Metropolitan Routledge. 
 
2003  The World Through Maps Firefly. 
 
2002  Globalization and The Margins Palgrave. (Co-edited with Richard 

Grant). 
 
2001  Global Dimensions: Space, Place and The Contemporary World 

Reaktion University of Chicago Press. (Translated into Chinese, 
2003). 

 
2001  Representing The Republic Reaktion/University of Chicago Press.  
 
2000  Alternative Geographies Prentice Hall.  
 
2000  Environmental Discourses and Practice: A Reader Blackwell. (Co-

authored and co-edited with L. M. Benton). 
 
1999  Globalization and The City Addison Wesley Longman. (Co-

authored with Yeong Kim). 
 
1999  Environmental Discourses and Practice  Blackwell. (Co-authored 

with L. M. Benton). 
 
1998  New Worlds, New Geographies Syracuse University Press. 



  
 

 
1996  The Urban Order  Blackwell. (Tranlated into Korean, 2001; 

translated into Chinese 2006) 
 
1993  An Introduction To Political Geography (second edition) 

Routledge. 
 
1992  Human Settlement (ed) Oxford University Press (Translated into 
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1991  Imagined Country: Society, Culture and Environment Routledge.  
 
1989  The Humane City  Blackwell (Translated into Korean, 2000). 

 
1986  Housebuilding, Planning and Community Action (Co-authored 

with S. Fleming and S. Witt) Routledge. 
 
1985  Developing Contemporary Marxism (Co-edited with Z. Baranski) 

Macmillan.  
 
1984  The Urban Arena Macmillan.  
 
1984  An Introduction to Urban Geography. Routledge. 
 
1984  The Human Geography of Contemporary Britain (Co-edited with 

A. Kirby)  Macmillan.  
 
1982  Housing in  Britain  Methuen.  
 
1982  An Introduction to Political Geography  Routledge. 
 
1980  Housing and Residential Structure  Routledge.  
  (Co-authored with K. Bassett) 
 
1980  Urban Data Sources  Butterworths.  
 
 
Booklets 
 
1997  Representing The Republic: Cartographic Discourses in the USA, 

1865-1900. Newberry Library.  
 
 
 
 
Invited Essays To Edited Books 

 
2006  Cartography. Encyclopedia of The New American Nation: The 

Emergence of the United States, 1754-1829: Volume 1. (ed) P. 
Finkelman. Thomson-Gale. 

 



  
 

2005  Yuppies, Yuffies and The New Urban Order. The Urban 
Geography Reader (eds) N. R. Fyfe and J. T. Kenny. Routledge  
(reprinting, with editing, of 1989 paper).  

 
2003  US History Through Maps and Mapmaking. Dictionary of 

American History: Volume 9. (ed) S. I. Kutler. Thomson-Gale 
 
2002  United States. New Book of Knowledge. Grolier. 
 
2001  Alternative Geographies: from Cosmography to Geography Sacred 

Landscapes and Cultural Politics (eds)  A Gold and P. Arnold. 
Ashgate.  

 
2000  Three Urban Discourses. A Companion to The City. (eds) Gary 

Bridge and Sophia Watson. Blackwell.  
 
1999  A New Mode of Thinking: Creating a National Geography in the 
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Exploration to 1930. (ed) E. Carter III.  American Philosophical 
Society.  
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Press 

 
1999   Foreward. At Home. (ed) I. Cieraad. Syracuse University Press. 
 
1998   Urban crises/urban representations: selling the city in difficult 

times. The Entrepreneurial City (eds) T. Hall and P. Hubbard. 
Wiley. (with Yeong Kim). 

 
1998  Foreward. The Global Crisis in Foreign Aid (eds) R. Grant and J. 

Nijman. Syracuse University Press.  
 
1994  The new urban environmentalism. Environmental Strategy 

America. W. Reilly (ed) Campden Press (with L. M Benton). 
 
1992  Global Patterns of Settlement; Australia; British Isles; United 

States of America. Human Settlement  J.R. Short (ed) University 
Press. 

 
1989  Development and diversity in urban geography New Horizons in 

Human Geography D. Gregory and R. Walford (eds) Macmillan 
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1986  Beyond welfarism Essays for Professor R. E.H. Mellor J. Stone 

and A. Mather (eds) University of Aberdeen. 
 
1985  Human geography and Marxism Developing Contemporary 

Marxism Z. Baranski and J.R. Short (eds) Macmillan. 
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Contemporary Britain J.R. Short and A. Kirby (eds) Macmillan. 
 
1984  Housing in Britain The Human Geography of 1982 Residential 
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University Press. 
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International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 31: 344-367 
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2006  The new metropolitan reality in the US: rethinking the traditional 

model. Urban Studies 43: 2129-2143 (with Bernadette Hanlon and 
Tom Vicino). 
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Geoforum 35: 401-407, (with Jon Beaverstock and Phil Hubbard) 
 
2004 Lewis and Clark: A Review of Two National Exhibitions. Journal 

of American History 91 (1): 183-186. 
 
2004 Black holes and loose conections in a global urban network. 

Professional Geographer 56 (2): 295-302. 
 
2003  Globalization Past Place 12 (1): 7-8. 
 
2002 The disturbing case of the concentration of power in human 

geography. Area 34 (3): 323-324 
 
2001 Civic engagement and the American City. City 5(3): 271-80. 
 
2001  From world cities to gateway cities: extending the boundaries of 

globalization theory. City 4(3): 317-340, (with C. Breitbach, S. 
Buckman and J. Essex). 

 
2001  Cultural globalization, global English and Geography journals. 

Professional Geographer. 53(1): 1-11. (with A. Boniche, Y. Kim  
and P Li)   



  
 

 
1998  Maps and The Renaissance. Journal of Historical Geography 24 

(3): 360-63 
 
1997  The reconstruction of a postindustrial city. Journal of Architectural 

Education 50: 246-255. (with L. M. Benton) 
 
1996  The dirty little secret of world cities research International Journal 

of Urban and Regional Research 20: 697-717 (with K.Yeung, M. 
Kuus and H. Wells) 

 
1996  The new urban order  Seoul National University Journal of 

Education 5: 12-19. 
 

1993  The myth of postmodernity Tijdshrift voor Economic en Sociale 
Geografie, 82: 14-18. 

 
1993  The reconstruction of the image of a postindustrial city Annals of 

Association of American Geographers 83 (2): 207-224 (with L. 
Benton, B. Luce and J. Walton). 

 
1990  Progressive Human Geography Progress in Human Geography 14: 

1-11 (with M. Lowe). 
 
1990  Pressure along the M4 growth corridor Geography Review 3 (4): 

18-20. 
 
1990  Fear and loathing in Docklands Transactions of Institute of British 

Geographers, NS 15: 239. 
 
1989  Three problems researching space and place Area 21: 85-87. 
 
1989  Yuppies, yuffies and the new urban order Transactions of Institute 

of British Geographers, NS 13: 173-188. 
 

1988   Urbanization in Australia Geography Review 2: 7-11 
 

1988  Construction workers and the city Environment and Planning A 
20: 719-740. 

 
1987  Conflict and compromise in the built environment Transactions of 

Institute of British Geographers, NS 12, 29-42 (with Stephen Witt 
and Stephen Fleming). 

 
1985  Social systems and spatial patterns The Best of Antipode: Special 

Issue 17: 154-159. 
 
1985  Political geography Progress in Human Geography 9:115-118. 
 



  
 

1984   Committee rules OK? An examination of planning committee 
action on officer recommendations. Environment and Planning A 
16: 965-973 (with Stephen Fleming). 

 
1984  New pressures on London's Green Belt The Geographical 

Magazine  LVI: 90-92 (with S. Fleming and S. Witt). 
 
1984  Political geography  Progress in Human Geography 8: 
  127-130. 
 
1983  Crisis and opportunity Society and Space 1: 249-50. 
 
1983  Forms of housing production Environment and  
  Planning A 15: 917-928 (with A. Cardoso). 
 
1983  Political geography Progress in Human Geography 7: 
  122-125. 
 
1982  Urban policy and British cities Journal of American 
  Planning Association Winter: 39-52. 
 
1981  Human geography of contemporary Britain  
  Geographical Magazine 53: 458 (with A. Kirby). 
 
1981  Notes from the fourteenth floor Area 13: 235-236. 
 
1981  Housing policy and the inner city Transactions of Institute of 

British Geographers, NS 6: 293-312 (with Keith Bassett). 
 

1981  Decline of the British landlord Geographical Magazine, LIII, 12: 
787-792.  

 
1980  Patterns of building society and local authority lending 

Environment and Planning A 12: 279-300 (with K. Bassett). 
 
1978  Residential mobility Progress in Human Geography 2:419-447. 
 
1978  Residential mobility in the private housing market of Bristol 

Transactions of Institute of British Geographers, NS 3: 533-547. 
 
1978  Housing improvement in the inner city Urban Studies 15: 333-342 

(with Keith Bassett). 
 
1978  Population turover: problems in analysis and an alternative method 

Area 10: 231-235. 
 
1977  The intra-urban migration process: comments and empirical 

findings. Tijdschrift voor Econ. Soc. Geog 68: 362-370. 
 

1976  Social systems and spatial patterns Antipode 8, 77-82. (Reprinted 
in The Best of Antipode: Special Issue 1985, 17: 154-159). 
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2007  Homeownership: the sacred cow of US housing policy. The 

Baltimore Sun Sept 4. 
(http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/opinion/oped/bal-
op.homeownership04sep04,0,2455100.story) 

 
2000  Australian Aborigines Herald-American Sept 12, pp 16. 
 
1992  Space and power Geography Review 5, 4, 8. 
 
1992  National spaces Geography Review 5, 3, 35. 
 
1991  So what is place? Geography Review 5, 2, 9. 
 
1991  Time, space and place Geography Review 5, 1, 24. 
 
1991  Naming spaces Geography Review 4, 5, 9. 
 
1990  'Where all the good stuff is' Geography Review 4, 2,  2. 
 
1990  The end of the nation-state? Geography Review 4, 2, 9. 
 
1989  The destruction of the countryside: the case of housing The 

Observer Colour Magazine June 11, 36-42. 
 
1980  Housing is barrier to labour mobility The London Times April 3, 

17. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Articles on WWW  
 
2006  Representing The Republic: Cartographic Discourses in The US 

1866- 1900. The Newberry Library Slide Collection., Number 23. 
http://www.newberry.org/smith/slidesets/ss23.html 

 
2006  Electronic Atlas of Megalopolis 

(http://www.umbc.edu/ges/student_projects/digital_atlas/instructio
ns.htm) 

 
2006 Cartography in the Early Republic 

(http://www.americanforeignrelations.com/Bl-
Ch/Cartography.html) 

 



  
 

2006  Surveying the American West. ArsHermeneutica.  
http://arshermeneutica.org/besieged/Surveying_the_American_We
st 

 
2004 The Bush Gore Presidential Election Map. The Cook Political 

Report. 
(http://www.cookpolitical.com/races/presidential/default.php). 

 
2003 Going for Gold; Globalizing The Olympics, Localizing The 

Games. Globalization and World Cities (GAWC) Research Bulletin 
100 (http://www.lboro.ac.uk/gawc/rb/rb100.html) 

 
2002  Cities and Globalization. Globalization and World Cities (GAWC) 

Annual Lecture  (http://www.lboro.ac.uk/gawc/rb/al4.html) 
 
2002  Getting Away With It: The Changing Geography of The Global 

Superich. Globalization and World Cities (GAWC) Research 
Bulletin 93 (http://www.lboro.ac.uk/gawc/rb/rb93.html) (with Jon 
Beaverstock and Phil Hubbard) 

 
2002  Black Holes and Loose Connections in The Global Urban 

Network. Globalization and World Cities (GAWC) Research 
Bulletin 76 (http://www.lboro.ac.uk/gawc/rb/rb76.html) 

 
2001  From World Cities to Globalizing Cities. Globalization and World 

Cities (GAWC) Research Bulletin 
41(http://www.lboro.ac.uk/gawc/rb/rb41.html) (with C. Breitbach, 
S. Buckman and J. Essex). 
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Environmental Protection Agency. 
 
2004  NSF Conference Travel Grant. $1500. National Science 

Foundation. 
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1982-1984 Residential Development in Central Berkshire PI. Social Science 
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London. 
 
1976-1978 Housing Policy and The Inner City Co PI. Social Science Research 

Council, London. 
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Book Reviews 

A sample of book reviews: 

 

Liquid City (2007) 
a provocative new book…Short presents facts and deals fairly with 
controversial and unsettled issues. 
Governing.com 

 

Alabaster Cities (2006) 
an in-depth, scholarly study of urban America since 1950…Though 
serious-minded, drawing heavily on research, and careful not to mistake 
correlation for causation… Alabaster Cities is thoroughly accessible to lay 
readers as well as scholarly readers. Highly recommended. 
Midwest Book Review 
 
Short’s account effectively illuminates the path of American metropolitan 
development since 1950. It is a thoughtful volume by a geographer with a 
good grasp of the American city and its perceived problems. It may not 
offer unchallengeable answers, but it raises significant questions and 
deserves the attention of students of the contemporary American city. 

 Register of The Kentucky Historical Society 
 
 
Global Metropolitan (2004) 

John Rennie Short provides one of the best introductions to global cities. 
His discourse has contributed significantly to our understanding of how our 
urban world is reshaping at the beginning of the twenty-first century. In 
addition to familiar material on competition, migration and polarisation, 
Short also points to the challenge of the mega-event and urban spectacle. 
What happens when a city re-invents itself as a global site to attract top 
level sporting and cultural events? In what ways do the endless 
competitions and consultations reinforce or weaken global status? The 
actual experience of hosting an event such as the summer Olympics is not 
solely about the improvement of local infrastructure and major disruption, 
but also repositions and connects a city into a global space of flows. Short 
has a particular concern with how the city is represented, how the 
particularities of place can be replaced by a seemingly neutral set of global 
assets or contradicted by the persistence of national or regional competitors 
for global city status 
Urban Bulletin 

 
The book successfully covers the existing literature on world cities 
research, makes the argument for extending current debates by considering 
the globalization-urbanization connection through the lens of globalizing 
cities conceptualization, and illustrates this approach using case studies. It 
is a comprehensive and accessible text that is a welcome contribution to the 
world cities literature.   



  
 

 Professional Geographer 
 
 
Making Space (2004) 

The is a short book about a very large subject: the way in which between 
1475 and 1600 the Europeans changed the way they envisioned the 
world…The book is logically constructed and contains much of interest. 

 International History Review 
 
 
The World Through Maps: A History of Cartography (2003)  

one of the superlative science books of 2003 
Discover 
 
Brilliant guide to using maps…a superb resource to help us understand the 
maps we use. 
Victoria Times 
 
Expertly written in a stimulating style, full of illuminating asides… useful 
introduction to a large and important subject. 
Geomatica 
 
Look past the sumptuous illustrations and you'll find that Short, a 
distinguished American geography professor, has delivered the goods and 
then some. With crystal-clear prose and not a jot of pretentiousness, he 
covers more about maps and what they tell us about the societies that 
created them (charts by indigenous peoples, maps as propaganda tools, 
cartography in the space age) than some volumes twice its size. 
Globe and Mail 
 
a handsomely illustrated introduction to the history of maps... elegantly 
reproduced maps that richly supplement the authoritative text... Highly 
recommended for all public libraries.  
Library Journal  
 
The book's chronological structure is simple yet elegant, drawing readers 
along as cartography develops in different lands and different 
cultures…with examples plucked from countless periods.  
Publishers Weekly 
 
A seductive investment…Almost every page here is voyage of discovery, 
and of wonder 
Vancouver Georgia Strait 

 
Provides a succinct and superb introduction….This is the type of book, 
which will whet readers’ appetites and should inspire them to explore 
further … highly recommended without reservations for all academic and 
public library reference collections 
E-STREAMS 
 



  
 

John Rennie Short makes it clear that, aside from being sources of 
geographical information, maps have also been tools of propaganda, 
economics, politics and even religion…The book traces the history of maps 
-- from 40,000-year-old drawings on cave walls to computer and satellite 
projections -- and looks at the maps to divine their context, meanings and 
messages…Short's text is accompanied by hundreds of colour photographs 
and illustrations of maps, some of which are truly works of art. The book 
ends with two intriguing chapters that discuss maps as propaganda tools, 
tools of surveillance, fakes and forgeries, and cartographic controversies. 
Toronto Globe and Mail 

 
We therefore are deeply indebted to John Rennie Short, his publishers, and 
his producers for presenting an anthology of maps that is accurate, 
apposite, and very pleasing...The World through Maps has much to 
commend it. It is a book to be pored over 
Cartography and Geographic Information Society 

 
Globalization and The Margins (2002) 

The editors …raise an interesting and timely set of questions (they) bring 
together the contributions of nine scholars on globalization...This is an 
interesting group of academics, some distinguished, some promising, and-
unlike the case in many other edited collections-their work focuses 
squarely on the subject. Most of the individual pieces in this collection, 
therefore, are informative, timely and often thought-provoking. 
Annals of Association of American Geographers 

 

Representing The Republic (2001) 
Short's fascinating and generously illustrated book examines the changing 
face of maps as "social constructions" in the new found land over three 
centuries." Signs of the state's hegemony and technical progress are 
carefully noted in the locations of towns and mills; the superiority of 
reason is hopefully embodied in aggressively rectilinear subdivisions. 
Grandly inclusive maps provide a visual focus and argument for post-Civil 
War healing. 
The Guardian 
 
This is a fascinating book about the mapping of the land that came to be 
called the United States of America… Short adopts the maps as an 
instrument and vehicle to unfold a history of the cartographic enterprise in 
the US, and in so doing contributes to an understanding of the history of 
this nation 
Choice 
 
All those trained to use maps before c. 1990- should read pages 9-12. For 
many, the ideas will be shocking but, once absorbed, they are liberating. 
Read them to resolve contradictions in hidden assumptions about 
maps…The ideas should help to protect all from the cartographic deceits 
perpetuated by the media…a scholarly worked but readable exemplar of 



  
 

the key idea that by deconstructing them, maps can reveal much about 
changing perceptions of the world. Not intended exclusively for specialists 
Geography 

 
The implications of Short's book go beyond the work, to the configuration 
of ideology itself at the heart of Empire. 
http://amsterdam.nettime.org 

 
 This is the first book-length effort to tell the story of the mapping of the 

United States through the lens of the postmodern perspective...the first to 
focus on this topic with some success...I found his extended vignettes of 
selected maps and cartographers helpful and interesting, often providing 
me with fresh perspectives of familiar maps and mapmakers...this is an 
important work that students of the history of American cartography will 
want to own. 

 Imago Mundi 
  
 The book presents examples of geographic representations connected to 

imperial claims, state formation and developing national identity. It is a 
companion to the broader arguments developed in his earlier Imagined 
Country and illustrates the new orthodoxy of histories of cartography. 
..Short advocates a fashionable deconstruction of mapping, but his analysis 
is refreshingly unpretentious and relies upon telling a story, by focusing 
upon emblematic maps and key individuals...An attractive and engaging 
style...Short has the confidence to come up with grand 
generalizations...The fresh perspective means deconstructing well 
researched material, telling an appealing story. 

 Society of Cartographers 
 

uses a subtle mixture of political, geographic and social evolution 
supported by cartographic developments between the early 17th and 20th 
centuries.  Those interested in understanding the history of the United 
States land settlement, measurement and public distribution will find this 
book both useful and entertaining. I am reminded of an axiom stating, 
“nothing can be properly managed unless it can be measured.” This book 
does a fine job of explaining how this was done with America’s land. 

  California Map Society   
 

The book offers a fresh perspective on North American history and 
geography…provides an intriguing account of the mapping of America 
from its colonial origins to 1900…Having undertaken extensive research in 
map collections, including working with rare archival materials, prominent 
geographer John Rennie Short provides an account of how maps have both 
embodied and reflected power, conflict and territorial expansion 
throughout American history. His richly illustrated text focuses on maps of 
colonial claims, surveys of the American West and national atlases, 

  Wordtrade.com/science 
 
Environmental Discourse and Practice-A Reader (2000) 



  
 

I will certainly use these readings for some of my undergraduate and 
masters course in Environmental Issues and commend the editors for 
bringing together a collection of readings. 
Progress in Human Geography 

 
This book makes an important contribution to a trend in human geography 
to consider human-environment relationships-specifically 
environmentalism- more carefully than the conceptual divided between 
physical and human geographies commonly facilitates...the book does 
indeed offer a thought-provoking body of texts that will be useful to 
students of human-environment relations in many social science 
disciplines...a thought-provoking and useful contribution to explorations of 
the human ideas about and behavior toward a fragile and ever-changing 
environment. 
Professional Geographer. 
 

Alternative Geographies (2000) 
Short writes in a clear and readable prose, describing and offering 
reflections on such topics as Ptolemy and Humboldt, heart-shaped maps, 
feng shui and geomancy, and Australian Aboriginal beliefs....he constructs 
a set of reflections which offer interesting and accessible reading. 
Progress in Human Geography 

 

Globalization and The City (1999) 
Cited in the summer 2000 issue of 'Civilization', 'The Magazine of the 
Library of Congress' as one of the “20 Globalization Must Reads".  

 
It is well illustrated with good examples and engaging case studies, 
particularly those dealing with the representation and commodification of 
cities in a global marketplace. There is a particularly interesting, if brief, 
section on the role of the Olympics as a nexus for economic, cultural and 
political forces which illustrate neatly the interrelationships of civic 
renewal/pride and economic success. The Australian chapter, as with the 
Korean chapter, is a thickly descriptive presentation of some fascinating 
material....These examples, the way Seoul has digested and reproduced a 
globalised form of American cultural, the way US civic discourses 
embrace a particular form of entrepreneurialism or the way Sydney’s 
appearance has been affected by the drift of Anglo-American to a Asian-
American perspective represents the strength of the book. The text at best 
provides further detailed examples for those with an understanding of the 
theories, and offers well written narrative accounts of particular examples 
of the progression of globalisation in a range of contexts. 
Environment and Planning B: Planning and Design 
 
The book deploys refreshingly unfamiliar material- stock market 
registrations, the tastes of Korean cinema goers- to challenge the loose 
thinking that has accumulated around the notion of globalization. Teachers 
and undergraduates will find it both topical and stimulating. 
Geography 



  
 

 
An extremely useful introductory piece which encompoasses a wide range 
of detailed examples to illustrate the many geographies of globalization 
and world cities 
Progress in Human Geography 

 
New Worlds, New Geographies (1998) 

John Rennie Short’s New Worlds, New Geographies is a provocative and 
demanding work. It takes on many of the great phenomena of the late 
twentieth century, including the collapse of the bipolar world, 
transformations in urban space, and postmodernism’s assault on the 
academy. But, it is not the Big Ideas that make this a demanding work, 
rather it is his intriguing stab at postmodern textual form. In some ways, 
this book is among the most accessible to emerge from the growing corpus 
of postmodernist geographies...Short is at his most challenging in his 
proposition that authorship and text are at the root of reform. He argues 
that we must reject such academic conventions as the studious avoidance 
of the I and the dessicated pursuit of objectivity. To his credit, he puts his 
money where his mouth is. ..a geographer’s provocative attempt to make 
sense of postmodernism.  
Journal of Historical Geography 
 
 Magpie book! Frustrating, lucid, chaotic, funny, personal, disconcerting, 
aggravating, and, perhaps above all else memorable...The content and style 
of presentation mimic a shift from thinking in and about rational, modern 
worlds to an engagement with self, roots and debts to others and on to 
grapple with a shaken faith in modernism and emancipation…he 
incorporates personal experience and adopts an unusual textual strategy,  
devices that do yield an engagingly written and potentially influential book. 
This is certainly no conventional “autobiography”; neither is it a 
conventional nonfiction account of our new world order. Instead, it is a 
disconcerting blend of academic analysis, personal reflection, and social 
positioning… a fascinating example of storytelling in which the author has 
opened up his uncertainties about the social place of geography and the 
place of the personal within the discipline 
Annals of Association of American Geographers 
 
recommended reading for those needing help to cope with the political 
changes and challenges of a postmodern world and a new millennium 
Midwest Book Review 
 
a self-described ‘reluctant post-modernist, doesn’t write the impenetrable, 
jargon-laded prose often embraced by postmodern authors ... This volume 
combines autobiography initially with political geography, then the 
sociology of academia, and finally an alphabetic introduction to 
postmodern ... the most fun is to be had in the final section, where Short 
plays the role of postmodernist on postmodernism 
Kirkus Review 
 
Very good. 



  
 

Today’s Books 
  
Its importance lies in revealing the Zeitgeist in recent Western 
geography...this is a well-written book...the author presents his views in a 
clear and readable way, not a fact to be overlooked considering the opaque 
and blurred model of writing common among many postmodern scholars. 
Political Geography 
 
There is one thing all readers will agree upon; this is a very unusual 
book...continues in an accessible writing style while broaching some very 
basic issues for contemporary academia. This is a human story of 
dissolving certain ties and continuing fallibilities ...presents a wonderful 
illustration of the fragility of human knowledges. 
Applied Geography 
 
It is a personal narrative rather than an academic treatment of the new 
world order, global capitalism and personal identity in the 1990s. I found 
many of his statements perceptive and at times even funny. New Worlds, 
New Geographies might be useful for those who want to explore how 
particular geographers have sought to link their personal lives to their 
academic research. 
Geography 

 
The Urban Order (1996) 

This is an excellent book and has relevance for all academic fields 
concerned with urban dynamics...The work is comprehensive and draws on 
a diverse range of writings. Specific and specialist topics are brought 
together in one understandable whole ... should have wide appeal within 
the academic world of urban geography, social, economic and political 
studies as well as urban planning and architectural fields of study. 
Urban Forum 
 
an enjoyable and provocative read 
Geography 
 
An ambitious overview ... The strength of this text are its breadth of 
coverage, the author’s continuing and lively engagement with his subject 
and his genuine attempt to cross paradigms ... the writing is clear and 
straightforward, well worth reading ... I shall certainly put it on my reading 
list 
Urban Policy and Change 
 
The work is finely balanced in the consideration of theoretical and 
empirical considerations ... Short has drawn upon wide-ranging case 
studies and he provides a clearly set of evaluations of major developments 
in contemporary urban studies ... An exceptionally well-crafted text. 
Geographical Journal 
 
a highly personal, at times iconoclastic readings of the contemporary city 
... I found this approach both refreshing and honest ... I suspect many 
others will appreciate his ambitious attempt to integrate current concerns 



  
 

with the perennial themes of urban studies ... a valuable addition to the 
relative scarce array of texts which deal directly with questions of post-
modern urbanism. 
Growth and Change 
 
John Short’s knowledge of the urban terrain, his ability to write clearly, to 
illustrate the book wonderfully, and generally to make the text accessible. 
Environment and Planning  

 
 
An Introduction to Political Geography (1993) 

the second edition of Short’s books is a most welcome addition to the 
literature ... the most engaging feature of the author’s care and imagination 
in making the materials accessible through judicious summaries, clear 
diagrams and carefully annotated bibliographies. 
Geography 

 
The efforts of a renewed approach, and the modernity of Short's book 
constitute an appreciable contribution in political geography.  
 Tijdschrift voor Economische en Sociale Geografie 

 
 
Imagined Country (1991) 
 a rare achievement 
 Times Higher Education Supplement 
 

a bold and adventurous attempt by a thoughtful and widely read author. 
Environment and Planning 
 
this is fascinating stuff: clearly written, beautifully produced in paperback 
(with copious illustration); designed to be dipped into according to interests 
and a sheer substantive range which means that there are indeed a vast 
array of vignettes for the reader to become interested in. 
Journal of Historical Geography 

 
The Humane City (1989) 

I recommend this book as a very readable, well- illustrated and optimistic 
account of how to make public involvement in cities more than empty 
rhetoric. 
Australian Geographical Studies 
 
this book combines virtues of a good heart with those of a clear and well 
informed mind. It is well worth reading for its scope and interest of 
content, and its clarity, honesty and economy of style. 
Australian Urban Studies 
 
There are wise words here about passenger transport, sensible housing and 
close citizen involvement in schools and health provision .... a harbinger of 
new visions for the 1990s and beyond. 
Town and Country Planning 

 



  
 

An Introduction to Urban Geography (1984) 
This is a concise, well presented and extremely readable text which draws 
on literature beyond the narrower geographical perspective... The book 
deserves to be read by students of the environment. 
Times Higher Education Supplement 

 
 
 
 
Invited Book Reviews 
 
Over fifty book reviews in a range of journals including Annals of Association of 
American Geographers, Antipode, Area, Economic Geography, Ecumene, 
Environment and Planning, Journal of American History, Journal of Historical 
Geography, Journal of Rural Studies, Maryland Historical Magazine, Progress in 
Human Geography, Town Planning Review, Urban Studies. 
Recent examples: 
 
2007 Review of When America Became Suburban by Robert Bureaugard. In 

International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 31: 502-503. 
 
2007 Review of The Geographic Revolution in Early America by Martin 

Bruecknr. In Winterthur Portfolio 41:90-91. 
 
2007 Review of Global Decisions, Local Collisions by David Ranney. In 

Economic Development Quarterly 21:198. 
 
2004 Review of Atlas of Historical Maps of Maryland. In Maryland Historical 

Magazine, 98, 362-63. 
 
 
 
Lecturing Invitations/Conference Presentations 
 
Conference presentations and invited lectures at universities around the world, 
including: Amsterdam, Auckland, Barcelona, Berkeley, Bristol, Cambridge, 
Groningen, Liverpool, London School of Economics, Manchester, Melbourne, 
Oxford, Oulou (Finland), Southampton, Sydney, UCLA and the University of 
Western Australia. 
 
A sample of invited lectures and conference presentations since 1993: 
 
 
2007  Cartographic Encounters. Conference Presentation. Geography 

and Humanities Symposium. University of Virginia. 
Charlottesville. 23 June. 

 
2007  Suburban Gothic: The Problems of The Inner Suburbs in Metro 

US. Conference Presentation. Urban Affairs Association 37th 
Annual Meeting. Seattle. 27 April. 

 



  
 

2006  Cartographic Encounters in The New World. The Philip Lee 
Phillips Society (Invited) Lecture. Library of Congress, 
Washington DC. 26 October. 

 
2006  The Social Deconstruction of A Natural Disaster: The Case of 

Hurrican Katrina and The City of New Orleans. Conference 
Presentation. International Geographical Union Meeting. 
Brisbane, Australia. 7 July. 

 
2006  Going for Gold: The Urban Impacts of The Summer Olympic 

Games. Conference Presentation. Urban Affairs Association 36th 
Annual Meeting. Montreal. 21 April. 

 
2006  Cartographic Encounters in The New World. Invited Lecture. 

Medieval and Renaissance Colloquium, Department of English. 
University of Delaware, Newark, DE. 10 April. 

 
2006  Reimagining Global City Research. Invited Lecture. School of 

Media and Public Affairs. George Washington University, 
Washington DC 13 February. 

 
2006  Global Cities, Immigration and Cultural Globalization. Invited 

Keynote Address. Global Cities as Immigrant Gateways 
Workshop. George Washington University, Washington DC 12 
January. 

 
2005  Black holes, globalizing cities and cultural connections. Invited 

Lecture. School of Urban Affairs and Public Policy, University of 
Delaware, Newark, DE. 22 Sept. 

 
2005  Global City Status and The Olympic Games. Conference 

Presentation. 5th International Conference on Sport and Culture. 
Athens, Greece. 30 May. 

 
2005  Reimagining Global City Research. Invited Keynote Lecture. 

University of Utrecht, The Netherlands. 24 May. 
 
2005  Megalopolis Revisted. Invited Lecture. University of Amsterdam. 

Amsterdam, The Netherlands. 23 May. 
  
2005  Megalopolis Revisted. Invited Lecture. Johns Hopkins University. 

Department of Geography and Environmental Engineering. 
Baltimore. 26 April. 

 
2005  Megalopolis Revisted: Neighborhoods in A Global City Region. 

Conference Presentation. Urban Affairs Association 35th Annual 
Meeting. Salt Lake City. 14 April. 

 
2005  Flanerie and The Global City. Conference Presentation. College 

Art Association Annual Conference. Atlanta. 17 February. 
 



  
 

2004  Race and Ethnicity in Megalopolis, 1960-2000. Conference 
Presentation. Conference on Race, Ethnicity and Place. Howard 
University,Washington DC. 17 September. 

 
2004  Megalopolis, 1950-2000. Conference Presentation International 

Geographic Union Meeting. Glasgow, Scotland. 18 August. 
 
2004  Megalopolis Revisisted. Invited Lecture. Department of Planning. 

University of New South Wales, Sydney. 22 June. 
 
2004  Maps, Cartograms and National Fictions. Invited Lecture. 

Mapping The News. Association of American Geographers 
meeting  at National Press Club, Washington DC. 14 May. 

 
2004  Cartographic Encounters in The American West. Invited Lecture. 

The Mattson-New York Times Annual Lecture. Osher Map 
Library, University of Southern Maine, Portland, ME. 29 April. 

 
2004  Civic Engagement and Urban USA. Invited Lecture. State 

University of New York, Cortland, NY. 25 March. 
 
2004  The Cosmopolitan City. Conference Presentation. Association of 

American Geographers Annual Meeting. Philadelphia. 15 March. 
 
2003  National Fictions and Urban Realities. Invited Lecture. George 

Washington University Conference on ‘The Geography in 
International Affairs’. 24 October. 

 
2003  Globalizing Cities. Conference Presentation. Association of 

American Geographers Annual Meeting. New Orleans. 7 March. 
 
2002  Globalization and The Margins. Invited Lecture. Pontifical 

Catholic University of Puerto Rico. 31 October. 
 
2002  Going for Gold: The Global: The Local and The Olympic Games. 

Invited Lecture. Binghampton University. 3 October. 
 
2002  Globalization and The City. Invited Lecture. University of 

Maryland, College Park. 12 September. 
 
2002  Globalization and The City. Invited Lecture. Cambridge 

University, UK. 25 April. 
 
2002  Cartographic Encounters in The American West. Invited Lecture. 

Maps and Society Lecture Series: Warburg Institute, London 
University, Spain. 18 April. 

 
2002  World Cities and Globalization. Invited Lecture. George 

Washington University, 26 March. 
 



  
 

2002  Rethinking Globalization. Conference Presentation. Association 
of American Geographers Annual Conference. Los Angeles. 22 
March. 

 
2002  Alternative Geographies. Invited Lecture. Barcelona University, 

Spain. 8 March. 
 
2002  Globalization and The City. Invited Lecture. Bristol University, 

UK. 5 March. 
 
2002  Globalization and The City. Invited Lecture. Southampton 

University, UK. 20 February. 
 
2002  Globalization and The City. Invited Lecture. Durham University, 

UK. 14 February. 
 
2002  Globalization and The City. Invited Lecture. King’s College, 

London University, UK 12 February. 
 
 
2002  Globalization and The City. Invited Lecture. Oxford University, 

UK. 5 February. 
 
2002  Economic Globalization and The City. Invited Lecture. The 4th 

Annual Globalization and World City (GAWC) Lecture. 
Loughborough University, UK, 14 January. 

 
2001  Civic disengagement and metropolitan fragmentation. Invited 

Lecture broadcast via satellite to over 280 campuses around the 
USA to honors students in the national collegiate honors council 
including members of  Phi Beta Kappa and Phi Theta Kappa as 
well as high school honor students. 6 November. 

 
2001  Teaching about the There and Then from the Here and Now. 

Invited Lecture Tolley Lecture Series on Teaching, Syracuse 
University, 17 October. 

 
2001  Doing Research. Convocation Address to Maxwell School 

Graduate Student Class, Syracuse University, 23 August. 
 
2001   Globalization and The City: Deepening The Theory. Conference 

Presentation. Asociation of American Geographers Annual 
Conference. New York. 3 March. 

 
2001  The Livable Urban Community. Invited Keynote Lecture to Phi 

Theta Kappa Faculty Scholar Conference. Center for Excellence, 
Mississippi Educational and Research Center, Jackson, 
Mississippi. 4 February. 

 
2000  Citizenship in the American Polity. Invited Participant. Aspen 

Institute Faculty Seminar. 22-28 July. 



  
 

 
2000  Surviving The Punishment: Advice to Authors. Invited Keynote 

Speaker. Department of Town Planning University of New South 
Wales, Sydney, Australia, 13 June. 

 
2000  Globalization and The City: Deepening The Theory. Invited 

Lecture. Department of Geography, Auckland University, New 
Zealand. 8 June. 

 
2000  Impact of Federal Policies on Housing and Neighborhoods. 

Invited Lecture Onondaga Citizens League, Syracuse. 18 May. 
 
1999  Globalization and The Margins. Conference Presentation. 

Association of Third World Studies, Costa Rica. 19 November. 
 
1999  Civic Engagement  and Metropolitan  America. Invited 

Symposium Presentation The Maxwell School Citizenship 
Symposium. Syracuse University. 22 October. 

 
1999  New York as a Geographic Entity. Invited Keynote Address. The 

Encyclopedia of New York Planning Conference, Syracuse. 21 
May. 

 
1999  The Civic Tradition and The Reuniting of America. 

InvitedSymposium Presentation. The Maxwell School 
Citizenship Symposium. Syracuse University. 23 April. 

 
1999  Urban Representations. Invited Discussant. Association of 

American Geographers Annual Conference, session on Urban 
Politics and Urban Representations. Honolulu, 19 March. 

 
1999  Its A Heart-Shaped World. Conference Presentation. Association 

of American Geographers Annual Conference. Honolulu, 20 
March. 

 
1998   World Cities Research. Invited Lecture. Department of 

Geography University of Auckland, New Zealand,  11 June. 
 
1998  World Cities and Global Urbanization.  Invited Lecture. 

Department of Geography, Colgate University, 25 February. 
 
1997   The Dirty Little Secret of World Cities Research.  Invited Lecture. 

Department of Town Planning University of New South Wales, 
Sydney, Australia, 17 June. 

 
1997  A New Mode of Thinking: Creating a National Geography in 

theEarly Republic. Invited Lecture Surveying The Record: North 
American Scientific Exploration to 1900. A Conference of the 
American Philosophical Society. Philadelphia. 14 March.  

 



  
 

1997  Representing The Republic. Invited Lecture. Newberry Library, 
Chicago. Thursday 16 January. 

 
1996  Urban America. Invited Lecture. Barnes and Noble Geography 

Awareness Week Lecture. Syracuse. 19 November. 
 
1996  World Cities. Distinguished Guest Lecture. The Geographical 

Society of Finland Annual Meeting. Oulu University, Finland. 11 
October. 

 
1996  Alternative Geographies. Invited Lecture. Department of 

Religion, Syracuse University Centennial Celebration. 20 April. 
 
1996  The Geography of Paranoia: Militias and the New World Order. 

Conference Presentation (with G. Garneau) Annual meeting of 
the Association of American Geographers. Charlotte, North 
Carolina, 12 April, 1996. 

 
1996  Restructuring The Global Urban Hierarchy. Invited Lecture. 

Department of Geography. Miami University. Miami, Florida, 28 
February. 

 
1996  Deconstructing The Reconstructions: place imagery, urban image 

renewal and the new urban order. Invited Lecture. Institute of 
British Geographers Annual Conference, Glasgow, 4 January. 

 
1995  Trade and Environment. Conference Presentation. Department of 

Geography, Delhi University, India. 2  December. 
 
1995  Redrawing the Map: New Worlds, New Geographies. Invited 

Guest Speaker. Barnes and Noble Geography Awareness Week 
Lecture. Syracuse. 14 November. 

 
1995  The Nation-state and The Global Environmental Community. 

Conference Presentation. Department of Geography, Moscow 
State University. IGU Conference on Global Change and 
Geography, 19 August. 

 
1994  Urban Alchemy. Invited Keynote Speaker. Symposium on Cities, 

University of Syracuse, School of Architecture. 28 October. 
 
1994  Masculinities, Space and Place. Department of Geography. 

Invited Lecture. University of Southampton, UK. 28 June. 
 
1994  The New Human Geography. Department of Geography, Invited 

Lecture. University of Liverpool, UK. 24 June. 
 
1994  Masculinities and Space. Association of American Geographers. 

Conference Presentation. San Francisco. 18 April. 
 



  
 

1993  The Nation-state and The New World Order. Japan. Conference 
Presentation.International Geographic Union. Tokyo. 2 
September. 

 
1993   The New Urban Order. Department of Geography. Invited 

Lecture. Seoul National University, South Korea. 24 August 
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