Introduction to Cultural Anthropology

Anth 211

Fall 2005
Seth D. Messinger, Ph.D.

Office: PUP 233

Phone: 410-455-2073

Email: sethm@umbc.edu
Office Hours: Tuesday and Thursday 10:00am – 11:30am or by appointment

Course Description:

Cultural Anthropology is the comparative study of society, culture, and human diversity. The discipline focuses on the various ways that peoples’ lives are shaped by social relations, history, political economy, and cultural images such as the media. In this course we will tell the story of anthropology by exploring the discipline’s history through its own texts, as well as present a survey of the different theoretical approaches that anthropologists have taken in their studies of various cultures and societies. The course will introduce students to the areas of inquiry of cultural anthropology: family and social organization, religion, beliefs and rituals, conflict, social control, exchange and transactions, social suffering and healing, globalization, transformations of citizenship, alterations in local worlds, individual agency and social structure, and other topics. This course will also introduce students to ethnographic fieldwork methods and to the practice of anthropology.

Introduction to Anthropology is a lecture course where students will be encouraged to participate in discussion.
Requirements and Grading:

Students will be required to have the completed the required readings by their assigned date and be ready to discuss them in the class session. Students should endeavor to critically engage the readings for class discussion, papers, and exams.

-- Class participation:


10%

-- Short Paper (due October 13)
20%

-- Midterm Exam (due November 3)
25%

-- Short Paper (due November 24)
20%

-- Final Exam 
(TBA)


25%

Academic Integrity Statement:
From the UMBC Student Government Association Website (http://www.umbc.edu/sga/, accessed January 27, 2005:

Undergraduate Honor Statement
“I hereby assume the responsibility of an engaged member in a scholarly and civic community in which academic work and behavior are held to the highest standards of honesty. It is my active participation that affirms these principles and gives them true meaning as well as value in my education. I realize that by committing acts of dishonesty I hurt myself and place an indelible mark on the reputation of UMBC. Therefore, I will not cheat, fabricate materials, plagiarize or help another to undertake such acts of academic dishonesty, nor will I protect those who engage in acts of academic dishonesty.”
Guidelines for maintaining academic integrity in course assignments:

If you take three or more words in a row from any source, it must be in quotation marks and followed by the author’s last name, year of publication, and page number. This includes content from the web. Web content should be cited with the web page, author, and date accessed.

If you take ideas or facts from a source but use your own words, you must still use a citation (author’s last name and year of publication) to give credit to the source of the work.

The work you produce in this class must be original.

Guidelines adapted from Jessica Kelly-Moore 
Course Materials

Assigned articles and book chapters will be placed on reserve and can also be downloaded using the Albin O. Kuhn library electronic reserve. The following books will be available for purchase at the university bookstore, and will be on reserve at Albin O. Kuhn library.
Lock, Margaret. 2001. Twice Dead: Organ Transplants and the Reinvention of Death. 

Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Raffles, Hugh. 2002. In Amazonia: A Natural History. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press.

Trawick, Margaret. 1992. Notes on Love in a Tamil Family. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Williams, Brackette F. 1991. Stains on My Name, War in My Veins: Guyana and the Politics of Cultural Struggle. Durham, NC: Duke University Press.
Week One

Thursday September 1, 2005

Introduction
Week Two

Tuesday September 6, 2005; Thursday September 8, 2005

What is Anthropology?
Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Anthropology and its Applications .” Mirror for Humanity: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. New York: McGraw Hill, pp: 1 – 19. ON RESERVE

Malinowski, Bronislaw. Argonauts of the Western Pacific. Waveland Press, 1984., pp: 1 – 25; 49 – 80. ON RESERVE

Recommended

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Ethics and Methods” Mirror for Humanity: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. New York: McGraw Hill, pp: 20 – 40. ON RESERVE

Week Three

Tuesday September 13, 2005; Thursday September 15, 2005

Culture

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Culture.” Mirror for Humanity: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. New York: McGraw Hill, pp: 41 – 57 ON RESERVE 

Williams, Raymond. 1983. “Culture” and “Society.” In Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. New York: Oxford University Press. ON RESERVE

Week Four

Tuesday September 20, 2005; Thursday September 22, 2005

Culture and Cultural Relativism
Geertz, Clifford. 1973. “Thick Description.” Interpretation of Cultures. New York: Basic Books, pp: 3 – 32 ON RESERVE

Benedict, Ruth. 1989. “The Individual and the Pattern of Culture.” Boston: Houghton Mifflin, pp: 251 – 278 ON RESERVE

Rosaldo, Renato. “Grief and a Headhunter’s Rage.” Culture and Truth… pp: 1 – 21

ON RESERVE
Foucault, Michel. 1980. “Two Lectures.” Power/Knowledge: Selected Interviews and Other Writings, 1972 – 1977. New York: Pantheon Books, pp: 80 – 84. ON RESERVE

Week Five

Tuesday September 27, 2005; Thursday September 29, 2005

Political Community
Williams, Brackette. Stains on my Name. Chps. 1 – 4.

Dann, George. 1983. “Decolonization and Militarization in the Caribbean: The Case of Guyana.” And Greene, J. Edward. 1983. “Cooperativism, Militarism, Party Politics and Democracy in Guyana.” ON RESERVE
Week Six

Tuesday October 4, 2005; Thursday October 6, 2005

Political Community
Williams, Brackette. Stains on my Name. Chps 5 – 7.

Anderson, Benedict. 1991. “Origins of National Consciousness.” ON RESERVE
Week Seven

Tuesday October 11, 2005; Thursday October 13, 2005

PAPER ONE DUE (October 13, 2005)

Political Community
Williams, Brackette. Stains on my Name. Chps 8 – 10
Week Eight

Tuesday October 18, 2005; Thursday October 20, 2005

Human Impact on Land
Raffles, Hugh. In Amazonia. Chps 1 – 4 (to page 101).

Raffles, Hugh. 1999. “Exploring the Anthropogenic Amazon…” ON RESERVE
Week Nine

Tuesday October 25, 2005; Thursday October 27, 2005

Human Impact on Land
Raffles, Hugh. In Amazonia. Chps 4 (p 101) – Conclusion

Cronon, William. 1991. “Gateway City” ON RESERVE
Williams, Raymond. . 1983. “Nature” In Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society. New York: Oxford University Press. ON RESERVE

Week Ten

Tuesday November 1, 2005; Thursday November 3, 2005

Family and Kinship

Trawick, Margaret. Notes on Love. Chps 1 – 2

Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Families, Kinship and Marriage.” Mirror for Humanity: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. New York: McGraw Hill, pp: 158 – 183 ON RESERVE
Week Eleven

Tuesday November 8, 2005; Thursday November 10, 2005

Family and Kinship
Trawick, Margaret. Notes on Love. Chps. 3 – 4

Levi-Strauss, Claude. 1956. “The Family.” Man, Culture and Society. Shapiro. p. 333-357. New York. Oxford. ON RESERVE
Week Twelve

Tuesday November 15, 2005; Thursday November 17, 2005

Family and Kinship
Trawick, Margaret. Notes on Love. Chps 5 – 8.
Week Thirteen

Tuesday November 22, 2005
Thursday November 24, 2005 Thanksgiving Break

PAPER TWO DUE November 24, 2005
Life and Death
Lock, Margaret. 2002. Twice Dead… pp: 1 – 129
Sharp, Lesley. 2001. “Commodified Kin: Death, Mourning, and Competing Claims on the Bodies of Organ Donors in the United States.” American Anthropologist. Vol. 103. No. 1. pp: 112 – 133. ON RESERVE
Week Fourteen

Tuesday November 29, 2005; Thursday December 1, 2005

2005 American Anthropology Association Annual Meeting

Washington, DC

Class Cancelled 
Lock, Margaret. 2002. Twice Dead… pp: 129 – 208

Week Fifteen

Tuesday December 6, 2005; Thursday December 8, 2005
Life and Death
Lock, Margaret. 2002. Twice Dead… pp: 209 – 364
Scheper-Hughes, Nancy. 2000. “Global Traffic in Human Organs.” In Current Anthropology. Vol. 41, No. 2. pp: 191 – 224 ON RESERVE
Week Sixteen

Tuesday December 13, 2005
Conclusion
Kottak, Conrad Phillip. 2005. “Cultural Exchange and Survival.” Mirror for Humanity: A Concise Introduction to Cultural Anthropology. New York: McGraw Hill, pp: 267 – 282 ON RESERVE

Abu-Lughod, Lila. 1991. “Writing Against Culture.” In Fox, Recapturing Anthro… pp: 137 – 162. ON RESERVE

Sally Merry Engle. “Human Rights Law and the Demonization of Culture” in Anthropology News, February 2003, pp: ON RESERVE

Geertz, Clifford. 2000. World in Pieces: Culture and Politics at the End of the Century.” Available Light: Anthropological Reflections on Philosophical Topics. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press. ON RESERVE

