Basic Concepts in Sociology

SOCY 101; 0401

M/W/F 10:00 – 10:50am

Lecture Hall 1

Professor: Jamie MacLennan; TA: Matthew Tucker

Office: Public Policy Building 215

Office phone: 5-6330

Email: jmaclenn@umbc.edu; mtucke2@umbc.edu
Office Hours: M/W 11:00 – 1:00, Th 1:30 – 2:30

Tuesday 1:30 – 2:30 with Matt in the Graduate Student Office (PUP)
Description: This course will introduce students to the discipline of sociology.  We will examine social reality and discuss theoretical perspectives that pertain to such reality.  A variety of sources will be used to accomplish this; including the Schaefer text, supplemental articles, films, and other materials.  By the end of the course, students should be adept at using the sociological imagination to understand the social world and their place in it.  Students should also be able to identify, critically examine, and justify different positions.  
Text:  Schaefer, Richard T. Sociology: A brief introduction. 6th edition. New York: McGraw Hill.

Course Requirements:
1. Reading:  Students are expected to complete assigned readings before coming to class.  I will occasionally give quizzes, so stay on top of it.
2. Attendance:  Attendance will not be taken everyday.  However, it is in your best interest to come to class, as you will be responsible for all material covered as well as in-class assignments.
3. Exams:  There will be 3 exams (that includes the final).
4. Participation:  There will be opportunities for students to contribute to class discussion, group work, and in-class assignments.

Grading:  Each exam will be worth 30% of your final grade.  For the exams, you will be responsible for all material covered in class as well as the assigned readings.  10% of your grade will be determined by your completion of in-class assignments, quizzes, and your class participation.
Final Note: By enrolling in this course, each student assumes the responsibilities of an active participant in UMBC's scholarly community in which everyone's academic work and behavior are held to the highest standards of honesty. Cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, and helping others to commit these acts are all forms of academic dishonesty, and they are wrong. Academic misconduct could result in disciplinary action that may include, but is not limited to, suspension or dismissal. To read the full Student Academic Conduct Policy, consult the UMBC Student Handbook, the Faculty Handbook, or the UMBC Policies section of the UMBC Directory.
First Class: Aug. 31 + Sept. 2 Intro. to the course; 

Week one: Sept. 5 (Labor Day – No Classes); Sept. 7 + 9 Understanding Sociology, read Chapter 1; Mass Media, read Chapter 7
Week two: Sept. 12 + 14 + 16 Sociological Research, read Chapter 2, read, “Outlaw Motorcyclists…” by J. Mark Watson (on Blackboard)
Week three: Sept. 19 + 21 + 23 Culture, read Chapter 3, readings on cell phones from EF! and L.A. Times (on Blackboard)
Week Four:  Sept. 26 + 28 + 30 Socialization, read Chapter 4, Social Interaction and Social Structure, read Chapter 5

Week Five: Oct. 3 Social Interaction continued, read “Boys will be Boys” (Kantowitz and Kalb) on Powerweb, Oct. 5 Review, Oct. 7 EXAM 1 Chapters 1 – 5, 7

Week Six: Oct. 10 + 12 + 14 Groups and Organizations, read Chapter 6
Week Seven: Oct. 17 + 19 + 21 Deviance and Social Control, read Chapter 8; read Taking Sides: on issues of crime and drugs (on Blackboard)
Week Eight: Oct. 24 + 26 + 28 Stratification, read Chapter 9, read “Corporate Welfare” (Bartlett and Steele) on Powerweb

Week Nine: Oct. 31 + Nov. 2 + 4 Racial and Ethnic Inequality, read Chapter 10; read “Racism isn’t what it used to be” (Marciniak and Wycliff) on Powerweb

Week Ten: Nov. 7 + 9 Gender and Age, read Chapter 11; Nov. 11 EXAM 2 Chapters 6, 8 - 11

Week Eleven: Nov. 14 + 16 +18; Marriage and the Family, read Chapter 12; read Taking Sides: on same sex couples (on Blackboard)
Week Eleven: Nov. 21 +23 Religion and Education, read Chapter 13; Ritzer on education (on Blackboard); Nov. 25 Thanksgiving Break
Week Twelve: Nov. 28 + 30 + Dec. 2 Government, Economy, and Environment, read Chapter 14; read Taking Sides: on environmental issues (on Blackboard)
Week Thirteen: Dec. 5 + 7 + 9 Population, Communities, and Health, read Chapter 15; reading on Health Insurance (on Blackboard)
Week Fourteen: Dec. 12 Social Movements and Technology, read Chapter 16
Final Exam: Monday, December 19, 10:30 – 12:30 (Chapters 12 – 16)
