Methodology of Social Research 

SOCY 300; 0201

M/W 2:30 – 4:15

Public Policy Building 206

Professor: Jamie MacLennan; TA: Matthew Tucker

Office: Public Policy 215

Office phone: 5-6330

Email: jmaclenn@umbc.edu; mtucke2@umbc.edu
Office Hours: M/W 11:00 – 1:00, Th 1:30 – 2:30

Tuesday 1:30 – 2:30 with Matt in the Graduate Student Office (PUP)
Description:  The main purpose of this course is to introduce students to the multiple ways in which social scientists conduct research.  The various steps by which research is done will also be examined.  In the end, students should be able to evaluate sociological articles in terms of their methodological quality.  Students will also be able to design a research methodology to address any social issue that is of interest to them.

Text: Babbie, Earl. 2004. The Practice of Social Research, 10th edition.  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth.  **Please bring the text to class each day.  You will also be responsible for all material appearing on Blackboard.

Course Requirements:
1. Reading: Students are expected to complete assigned readings before coming to class.  I will occasionally hold pop quizzes, so stay on top of it.  

2. Attendance: Attendance is required and is in your best interests as I will not give make-up pop quizzes (unless the absence is excused).  I will deduct 5 points from your final grade for each unexcused absence beyond 2.  

3. Exams: There will be 2 exams (a mid-term and a final).  The final will cover material from the second half of the semester, but will necessitate knowledge from the entire semester.

4. Final Project: Each student is required to complete and present to the class a project utilizing one or more of the methodological techniques covered in the course.  The presentation will be made with PowerPoint.  Details will be discussed at the appropriate time.  A hard copy will be due on the last day of class (however, some students may be asked to present to the class before then).  The project will be graded on: a. appropriate research design; and b. quality of presentation.

Grading: Quizzes – 10%; Each exam – 30%; Final Project – 30%
Note on Academic Integrity: By enrolling in this course, each student assumes the responsibilities of an active participant in UMBC's scholarly community in which everyone's academic work and behavior are held to the highest standards of honesty. Cheating, fabrication, plagiarism, and helping others to commit these acts are all forms of academic dishonesty, and they are wrong. Academic misconduct could result in disciplinary action that may include, but is not limited to, suspension or dismissal. To read the full Student Academic Conduct Policy, consult the UMBC Student Handbook, the Faculty Handbook, or the UMBC Policies section of the UMBC Directory.
Final Note:  This course will cover a tremendous amount of material.  A concerted effort will be made to make the material understandable to everyone.  Don’t be afraid to ask questions in class (the only dumb question is the one you don’t ask).  Anyone who thinks they are falling behind or is having trouble with anything should come to me for extra help during my office hours or make other arrangements with me.  However, you should not wait until the last minute to get help on the entire course or final project.

First Class: Aug. 31: Intro. to the course
Week one: Sept. 5 (Labor Day – No Classes); Sept. 7 read Chapter 1

Week two: Sept. 12 + 14 read Chapter 2

Week three: Sept. 19 + 21 read Chapter 3; see film on Stanley Milgram Experiments; read “Online Communities in Saudi Arabia” (Al-Sagaf and Williamson) available through Blackboard
Week Four:  Sept. 26 + 28 read Chapter 4
Week Five: Oct. 3 + 5 read Chapter 5 and Blackboard reading (TBA)
Week Six: Oct. 10 + 12 read Chapter 7

Week Seven: Oct. 17 Review; Oct. 19 Exam 1: Chapters 1 – 5, 7
Week Eight: Oct. 24 + 26 read Chapter 8

Week Nine: Oct. 31 and Nov. 2 read Chapter 9 and Blackboard reading (TBA)
Week Ten: Nov. 7 + 9 **Meet at computer lab ECS 122A**
Week Eleven: Nov. 14 + 16 read Chapter 10

Week Eleven: Nov. 21 +23 read Chapter 11 
Week Twelve: Nov. 28 + 30 read Chapters 16 (pp. 440-447, 458-464) and 17

Week Thirteen: Dec. 5 + 7 Student Presentations
Week Fourteen: Dec. 12 Review

Final Exam: Monday, December 19, 1:00 – 3:00 (Chapters 8 – 11, 16 + 17)
