Constitution of the Persian Student Association
Preamble

The Persian Student Association shall be subject to the jurisdiction of the University of Maryland Baltimore County’s Student Life Committee and Student Government Association, as well as to the President of the University and his designees.

Article I -  Name

The name of the organization shall be the Persian Student Association (PSA).

Article II -  Purpose

The Persian Student Association is a collection of UMBC students who share the same interest in promoting the Persian culture, arts, history, traditions, poetry, and strengthening friendship and comradeship within the UMBC community. The Persian Student Association will put effort towards elimination all kinds of prejudice by promoting cultural diversity at UMBC and the community at large. 
Article III -  Qualifications for Membership
Membership is open to all enrolled UMBC students who have interest in any of the areas mentioned in Article II
Membership in the Persian Students Association may not be denied because of race, color, age, gender, nationality, religion, sexual orientation or handicap.

Any UMBC student is considered a member when he/she signs up for membership in any PSA activity
Article IV -  Executive Committee
The Executive Committee of Persian Students Association shall consist of the following officers: President, Vice President, Treasurer, Corresponding Secretary, Recording Secretary, Public Relations Officer and Human Resource Officer. The association members shall elect their officers, and shall have the power of impeachment. The term of office shall be from September to May.

The executive committee is responsible for all administrative affairs of the Persian Student Association.
The duties of the officers shall be as follows:

a) President – takes charge of the organization and handles community interactions.

b) Vice President – assists the president.

c) Treasurer – handles all financial affairs.

d) Recording Secretary – keeps records of all official activities.

e) Corresponding Secretary – is responsible for communications between the executive body and general membership

f) Public Relations Officer – handles inter institutional interactions and public affairs.

g) Human Resource Officer – handles all matters regarding the membership

All officers shall submit comprehensive written annual reports to the new elected officers at the end of their term in office.
Article VI -  Sub-Committees

A Sub-committee consists of at least three PSA members to carry out or focus on the affairs of a specific or general task.  

There shall be a head for each committee elected by the majority votes of its members.

No PSA Member shall join or be elected as a head for two or more different committees at a time.

a) Any member may turn in a written proposal for forming a sub-committee to the Executive Board.
b) Said proposal must contain a unique name for the sub-committee, an introduction on why the committee is needed, a clear mission statement, and a list of at least three initial members.
c) The Sub-committee shall be formed upon the approval of the Executive Board. 

d) The Executive Board may reject the proposal or call for dissolution of an existing Sub-committee if the objective of the committee is achieved or is no longer applicable. A Sub-committee also may be dissolved if it cannot maintain the required minimum membership. 

All Sub-committees shall be under the jurisdiction of the Executive Board and must abide by its rules and regulations. 

Article VII -  The Executive Board
The Executive Board is comprised of the Executive Committee members and the heads of sub-committees.

All decisions regarding the organization of events and activities will be made by the Executive Board of PSA.
Meetings:

a) The Executive Board of the Persian Student Association shall meet regularly, weekly or bi-weekly.
b) Any Executive Board member can call a Board meeting given at least 24 hours prior notice.

c) There shall be two-third present Board members required for official Executive Board meetings.
d) The meetings shall call for quorum, order of business and disposition of minutes.

Impeachment:

a) Any Board member can be impeached  by a majority plus one vote of the Executive Board

b) Said member has two general meetings ultimatum to respond to charges and is entitled to at least one week time for preparation.

c) Upon the conclusion of impeachment the impeached member may appeal to general membership and shall be considered reinstated with two-third  approval of the members present. 

d) Any vacancy which may occur shall be filled by an appointment by the remaining members of the Executive Board pending membership approval at the next General Meeting.

Article VIII -  Elections
The elections shall be held during the first two weeks of April. At least a month of notice shall be given before the election meeting. 
Any active member of Persian Student Association can be nominated for office

All nominations for vacancies shall be submitted to the secretary at least two weeks prior to the election meeting. 
Elections are done by ballot and each vacancy shall be filled by the person receiving a majority votes for that vacancy.
In the case that no nominees are available for one or more vacancies, volunteers shall be appointed to fill the position upon the majority votes of the present membership.
Article IX -  Meetings

The organization shall have regular meetings, weekly or bi-weekly upon the decision of the executive board. A notice shall be given at least three days prior to each general meeting of the organization

Special or emergency meetings may be called with less than one day notice by the Executive Committee.

Article X -  Violations and Penalties

Should any violations of the procedures and regulations set by the constitution occur, by any member, including all those in office, the violations must be brought to the attention of the Executive Board, in the form or written complaints. 

The Executive Board shall review the submitted complaints and devise a solution or penalize the person(s) in violation. The maximum allowed penalty for any violation is relieving of duty. 

If the Executive Board does not respond to the complaints or if any member is not satisfied with the decision of the Executive Board, the situation may be resolved by petitioning the general members. 

A petition must state the violations; list the person(s) responsible; and suggest a clear solution. Said petition must obtain two signatures for every Executive Board member in office in order to be enacted. (Example: if there are seven Executive Board members fourteen signatures are required to enact a petition.) Any member including all those in office may sign a petition. 

Article XI -  Amendment Procedure and Requirements
A majority plus one vote of the Executive Board is required to amend or ratify a new constitution. A simple majority of votes is required to amend the By-laws.

Any PSA member may suggest an amendment to the Executive Board. All amendments or ratifications to the constitution must be presented to the members in an official general meeting. Alteration or ratification of the constitution may be suspended by a majority of two-third of the present members. 
A minimum one week notice to all the members is necessary to execute the ratification of this constitution.

The By-Laws of the Persian Student Association:

Article I -  Officers and Duties
Section 1: President: 

a) Chairs and mediates all official PSA meetings
b) In charge of all reservations for events
Section 2: Vice-President:
a) Assumes the duties of the president in his/her absence
b) Conducts the affairs of the sub-committees
Section 3: Treasurer: 
a) Keeps record of all financial activities of the organization.
b) Submits all budget requests approved by the Executive Committee.
c) Advises the officers regarding all financial decisions.
Section 4: Corresponding Secretary:

a) Handles the correspondence including the G-mail account, and the PSA mailbox
b) In charge of sending election calls and meeting notifications and preparing agendas for meetings
Section 5: PRO (Public Relations Officer):

a) Advises the Executive Board regarding all matters of public relation, including all means or advertising and publicizing events.
b) Acts as a liaison between PSA and other student organizations for planning and organizing co-sponsored events.
c) Acts as the contact person for public matters regarding PSA

Section 6: Recording Secretary:
a) Records, formats and archives all official business in PSA meetings and sends a copy to corresponding secretary.
b) Keep the records of participation in meetings and events.
Section 7: Human Resource Officer
a) Is responsible for keeping an update record of membership
b) Is in charge of managing recruitment activities such as Involvement Fest and New Student Day
c) Is responsible for locating and employ human talents inside and outside the membership (leading to performances)
Article II -  Elections:

Section 1: Election Committee:

a) The Election Committee consists of three members and will be formed prior the month of April to supervise and oversee the process of election.

b) Any active member who is not nominated for the election can become a member of the election committee.
c) The members of the Election committee will be randomly chosen from the volunteers or other active general members. 
Section 2: Nominations:

a) Any member who has participated in at least two general meetings during the semester is considered active and can be nominated for elections. 

b) All Nominations must be reported to the Secretary at least two weeks prior to the election. No nominations will be accepted during the week prior to the election.
c) A two minutes introduction time shall be granted to each nominee in a meeting prior to the election time. In case of limitations in time a separate meeting shall be scheduled for introduction of the nominees. 
Section 3: Ballots:
a) All Ballots must be stamped by Persian Student Association’s official stamp.
b) Only ballots written in ink, voting for only one person for each vacancy will be counted as valid.
c) All members must sign and receive and official ballot at least a week before the election in order to participate in the election
d) All absentee ballots must arrive to Persian Student Association’s mailbox in the Commons Building in valid condition at least an hour prior to the election. 
e) All absentee ballots must be placed inside an unmarked envelope then placed in another envelope with the name of the voter on it.

f) In case of a tie the members shall continue re-voting until one of the nominees gain a majority of the votes.
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