New Student Book Experience

2011 Book Selection

Call for Nominations

The Book Selection Committee for the August, 2011 New Student Book Experience seeks nominations of potential books. The New Student Book Experience invites all students new to UMBC in the fall (freshmen and transfer students) to read the selected book and engage in formal and informal discussion of the book at the start of the school year. Any member of the UMBC community may nominate any book using this form or via e-mail containing the same information. More than one nomination may be submitted by the same person. 
The following criteria will guide the Book Selection Committee in evaluation of nominations: 

· Goals of the New Student Book Experience include: 

· Welcome new students into the intellectual life of the university.
· Provide an experience common to all incoming students, aiding them in connecting with each other.

· Through the discussion sections, provide a connection for each student to at least one faculty or staff member.
· Provide students with an active learning opportunity that relates to the academic expectations of the campus.

· Create an opportunity for critical thinking and ethical engagement.

· Books nominated (and finally selected) should be 
· Compelling, intellectually stimulating, able to generate interesting discussion.
· Engaging on a variety of levels. 
· Appropriate for the developmental level of incoming students.
· Address issues meaningful to students of diverse backgrounds, including our international students.
· Something the bookstore can and will obtain and offer at a reasonable price.
· Relatively short. Books of fewer than 325 pages have an advantage in the selection process.
· Not widely required as reading in Maryland public high schools. 
· Not made into a movie recently.
· Widely available in paperback. 
· Recognizing that all good texts raise issues, the Book Experience does not seek out texts likely to be overtly offensive to a significant portion of the university community.
Forward hard copy submissions to Janet McGlynn, Administration 913. Nominate online at http://www.umbc.edu/undergrad_ed/book/nomform.html . Forward e-mail submissions to mcglynn@umbc.edu. Nominations will be accepted through October 31, 2010.
New Student Book Experience

2011 Book Selection

Nomination Form
Required information:
Book to Nominate: 


Title: ___________________________________

Author: _________________________________
Have you read this book?  ___yes  ___no

Tell us a little about the book: 

 ______________________________________________________________

             ______________________________________________________________

             ______________________________________________________________

What specific benefits do you believe this book brings to the New Student Book Experience? 


______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________

Optional information:

Length of the book: __________ (Books of 325 pages or fewer receive best consideration.)
Nominator: 


Name: _________________________________


E-mail: ________________________________


Extension: _____________


Faculty_______ Staff_______ Student_________

Date: ______________

Any member of the UMBC community may nominate any book(s), using this form or via e-mail containing the same information. Forward hard copy submissions to Janet McGlynn, Administration Building room 913. Submit a nomination via this form or e-mail nomination information to mcglynn@umbc.edu. Nominations will be accepted through October 31, 2010.

Nominate online at http://www.umbc.edu/undergrad_ed/book/nomform.html. 
Selected books
	2010 The Translator by Daoud Hari
	2006 Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro

	2009 Three Cups of Tea by David Oliver Relin and Greg Mortenson
	2005 The Starship and the Canoe by Kenneth Brower

2004 Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier

	2008 The Glass Castle by Jeannette Walls
	

	2007 Journey from the Land of No by Roya Hakakian
	


