Ever feel like
you want more
from your coliege
experience?

If you are like most new
students, finding your
way through the first
few semesters can be

a big challenge. The
key to success is getting
plugged into the right
resources. The Campus
Connect program aims
to do just that — and
much more.
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WHAT IS CAMPUS CONNECT?

Campus Connect is a program to help UMBC students
make the most of their college experience. As the name
suggests, the program aims to “connect” students
with faculty, staff and student mentor volunteers, whose
purpose is to serve as a source of information,
guidance, advice and support.

IS CAMPUS CONNECT RIGHT FOR ME?

If you are a freshman or sophomore student at UMBC,
getting in touch with a Campus Connect mentor could
be the best decision you'll ever make. They are the
core of the Campus Connect program, and they are
there to be a resource for you. Whether it is giving
advice on time management, finding you the right
person to help with your needs or simply listening
to your concerns, a Campus Connect mentor is there
to get you on the right track - and keep you there.

HOW DO | GET “CONNECTED”?

Each semester, the Campus Connect program sponsors
a variety of informal events. These events are your
chance to meet faculty, staff and student mentor
volunteers, and get to know other students like yourself.
The events are always casual and there will be plenty
of time for you to “connect” with students and mentors.
Once you've attended your first event, you will have the
opportunity to be assigned to (or will be set to choose)
a mentor. They will be your personal contact for advice,
questions and help for the rest of the semester, and
perhaps your college career. Keep in touch with them
regularly and remember they are there to be a resource
for you.

WHAT WILL | GET OUT OF CAMPUS
CONNECT?

Campus Connect aims to make your UMBC experience
a positive one, but doing that means you need to feel
support in your academic and personal goals. The
program’s main purpose is to provide you with the
contacts and resources that you need to be successful.

WHAT CAN | EXPECT FROM MY
FACULTY, STAFF OR STUDENT MENTOR?

Your mentor has volunteered to help you make a smooth
transition into college life. They are here to “put a face”
on UMBC by offering to be an informal, personal
connection to the university. Your mentor is someone
who knows how the university works and can tell you
where to go for whatever you need. The role of your
mentor is to keep in touch with you throughout the
semester, by e-mail, over lunch or at campus events—
whatever is most comfortable and convenient for you.

HISTORY

Campus Connect began as a pilot program of 50 faculty
and staff volunteers in spring 2005. The “Take Two”
program, as it was originally named, encouraged each
faculty and staff volunteer to act as a personal resource
for two new students each semester, giving time, support
and guidance to students who were not affiliated with
a formal scholarship program. These early volunteers
formed the foundation for Campus Connect.

e Spring 2005: Cross-Campus Student Advisory Group
(CCSAQG) launches “Take Two”

e Fall 2005: Participants' feedback prompts changing
of name to “Campus Connect”

e Fall 2006: Campus Connect receives funding and
resources to build the program

CAMPUS CONNECT EVENTS

Each semester, Campus Connect will sponsor several
events to introduce mentor volunteers to students
who are looking for some extra help and guidance.
A variety of informal events are planned each
semester for past mentors, students and anyone
who wishes to participate.

WANT TO FIND OUT MORE?

Register for Campus Connect online
at www.umbc.edu/undergrad_ed/
campus_connect_rsvp.html.

Get information about Campus Connect and find
out how to participate by contacting one of the
resources below:

Barbara Smith
Administrative Assistant
410-455-2300
bsmith@umbc.edu

Janna Becker

UMBC Student

Coordinator of Student Mentors
jbecker2@umbc.edu



