Summaries of Writing Board Funded Proposals 
AY 05-06
Biological Sciences and English: 

Our proposal seeks to explore the potential for Wiki technology, websites with hyperlinked interactive pages, to facilitate WID initiatives across diverse disciplines, diverse class sizes and diverse student ages.  We propose to build on previous delivery of Wiki-based, writing-intensive classes, formalizing our initiative, increasing our focus on WID and introducing an assessment component to measure the impact of the Wiki approach.  Our specific aims are to form a UMBC Wiki Group to share ideas and results; re-deliver three of the four courses that have been offered previously; investigate educational assessment literature, consult with assessment experts on campus and implement assessment; present a forum at the end of the 2005-6 academic year; and identify potential sources and apply for extra-mural funding for technical and conceptual development of Wiki education.  Our main objective is to develop the idea of classroom Wiki potential and to learn how to assess the effectiveness with which we can teach.  

Theatre:

Our goal is to develop a plan that addresses writing in an arts curriculum.  Specifically, we need to find ways to integrate critical and creative thinking in our assignments and exercises.  Currently, a preliminary assessment of the department’s use of writing in the curriculum is underway through the collection and evaluation of course syllabi.  While this initial evaluation suggests that the department already requires our students to do a large amount of writing, we still need to develop assignments that maximize our students’ learning and the effectiveness of our assessment.  We have contacted Dr. Martha Marinara, “Director of Writing” at the University of Central Florida and expect her to conduct a workshop for the department faculty to develop writing programs that combine critical and creative thinking skills.  The practical theatrical training courses engage students in journaling but do not truly incorporate writing as a creative process.  The history and literature courses assign essays and papers but often tend to focus on writing as a final product instead of as a process.  The overall goal for our writing initiative will be to foster a climate of writing as creative practice, as well as writing as critical thinking.

Political Science:

Many courses in the curriculum include writing assignments and feedback of various types, especially 400-level courses that include a significant analytical and writing component.  These courses are designed to meet the educational and pedagogical goals associated with a comprehensive understanding of politics and government, as well as a deeper understanding of participation in civic engagement.  Consummate with these goals we intend to build on this record to develop a fuller and more integrated method of improving student writing.  To help meet this goal, faculty members on the Curriculum Review Committee and the Methods Committee of the Department convened over the summer to identify courses most appropriately suited for writing implementation.  

Courses are designed to introduce the use of the library’s resources, to broaden our majors’ understanding of writing styles and formats used by political scientists, to help students understand how various subfields of the discipline address political questions and to prepare students for reporting the results of empirical research in political science.  
AY 04-05

Interdisciplinary Studies 
Our goal is to make the senior capstone project more consistently excellent. To achieve this goal, we propose to establish systematic writing goals and assignments at each point in the curriculum where we have contact with our majors: the critical inquiry course (to be created), the INDS seminar, and the INDS capstone. Our writing plan will articulate specific writing expectations for each course. We envision a range of writing assignments with an emphasis on research skills and attention to what makes good interdisciplinary writing (i.e., successful integration of disciplinary perspectives). Since the faculty members teaching our courses change each semester, an important product of this process will be a comprehensive document to guide new faculty as they develop courses. This document will help ensure understanding of the writing expectations for INDS courses.

American Studies

We propose to devise strategies for incorporating instruction of the writing process (including invention, drafting, revision, and editing) into our core curriculum (AMST 100, AMST 290, AMST 391, AMST 392, AMST 490) without sacrificing any attention to our American Studies content. We would also like to learn how current composition research might contribute to our efforts to develop useful practices for student peer review of interdisciplinary writing. Finally, given our high enrollments, we hope to learn more about how to develop effective strategies for evaluating writing without overburdening our teaching staff.

History
Our writing proposal is intended to improve undergraduate writing in lower level survey courses, where our students are first exposed to university instruction. It is fitting that we provide them with good writing and research skills as well as critical thing skills at this time. The Department will draw upon existing writing intensive courses for designing the plan and selecting the supplementary materials for the classes. The graders will be graduate students and especially well-qualified undergraduate students who will meet both as a group and individually with the course instructors for guidance and training.

Through brief essays on specific topics, literature reviews, or focused research projects, students will be trained in the fundamentals of expository writing in history: the selection of a topic, the use of appropriate sources and documentation, the critical analysis of data, consideration of historiographical issues, formulation of a thesis, construction of arguments, employment of narrative and analytical techniques. Writing assignments will be iterative in nature, with feedback, revision, and resubmission central to the process. Graders will provide step-by-step guidance in the student’s writing process, and will evaluate and keep track of his/her progress through regularly scheduled group discussion sessions as well as individual meetings. Student improvement should be evident by comparing the initial submission of the first exercise with the final submission of the last.
AY 03-04

Sociology

To standardize some of the writing feedback for students, the department will work to adopt common grading and comment rubrics that are available and used by the English department.  It may be useful to have a dialogue with the English Composition faculty (exchange ideas, share language, coordinate grading methods) in order to reinforce what we are trying to accomplish.  Examples of specific criteria for grading writing assignments may be developed for distribution to students.  In addition, the department will strive to adopt a common citation format for students (e.g. American Psychological Association format) to reduce confusion among students regarding proper citation formats.
Writing and analytical thinking skills are a major component to our program.  The types of writing vary from short in-class definitions of concepts to journals, reactions to readings and websites to policy briefs memos, letters, and analytical papers.  For large classes, some non-graded or peer-graded writing exercises can be incorporated.  Teaching Assistants can be trained and utilized in those classes to help with the grading.  Thus a workshop for that purpose could develop.

Africana Studies

The objective for both the introductory (AFST 261-W) and the advanced (AFST 363-W) course is to lead students into becoming experts on a smaller body of work than what is usually studied over the semester of a normal course.  Students will complete multiple writing assignments on this smaller set of works, address a variety of thematic, critical, and comparative topics.
The process of the courses will teach students that in order to write well, one must study well.  The courses will also emphasize the value of “exhausting the sources” in the research process.  The course will also emphasize UMBC’s policy on Academic Integrity through exercises that demonstrate proper citation rules and formats.

AY 02-03

Social Work

The department aims to test the impact of an additional senior year written assignment with enhanced instructional feedback on specific critical thinking skill, as demonstrated in writing, of social work majors as they leave the program.  We expect to learn whether the assignment provides additional value in the form of increased competency in critical thinking skills such as 1) integration of concepts to complex practice reality, 2) synthesis of multiple ideas to form holistic decisions, and 3) critical evaluation of information.  Demonstrated value added would be important to justify the significant increase and specific direction of effort on the part of students and faculty required by the assignment.
The demands of professional social work require practitioners who can think critically and communicate this thinking in writing.  Concerns about the adequacy of student skills are a frequent topic of anecdotal report from field instructors and had been more systematically documented and addressed (Simon and Soven, 1989; Rompf, 1995).  Thus teaching these skills is a critical component of our educational effort.

Chemistry and Biochemistry

To train the modern-day scientist, we must train our Chemistry and Biochemistry students how to write within their discipline.  These skills must be integrated into the existing curriculum, rather than offered as a separate course, for two reasons: 1) Chemistry and Biochemistry students are already heavily burdened by the number of courses they need to take to complete the major requirements and 2) students must learn that technical writing skills are integral to all courses within their major, even at the level of answering an exam question.  Although we expect our students to have the ability to create technically correct, logical, and readable documents, training or guidance to acquire these skills is not formalized.  While students do get informal guidance ( e.g. through written comments on laboratory reports, papers, etc.), there are not universal guidelines for science students to follow.  Although there is a Technical Writing class offered on campus, Chemistry and Biochemistry students rarely have an opportunity to take it due to their busy class and research schedules.  In addition, it is crucial to have Chemistry and Biochemistry faculty, who have mastered technical writing skills in papers and grant proposals, involved in training students to write in the discipline.
