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THE SENTIMENTS OF AN AMERICAN WOMAN
Original (from “The Sentiments of an American Woman” in the American Memory

Translations of Sources

Historical Collections, Library of Congress)
1.

2.

1. On the commencement of
actual war, the Women of
America manifested a firm
resolution to contribute as
much as could depend on
them, to the deliverance of
their country. They aspire to
render themselves more really
useful; and this sentiment is
universal from the north to the
south of the Thirteen United
States.

2. We are at least certain, that
he cannot be a good citizen
who will not applaud our
efforts for the relief of the
armies which defend our
lives, our possessions, our
liberty?
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3.

3. …if the house in which we
dwell; if our barns, our orchards are
safe at the present time from the
hands of those incendiaries, it is to
you that we owe it. And shall we
hesitate to evidence to you our
gratitude? Shall we hesitate to wear
a cloathing more simple; hair
dressed less elegant, while at the
price of this small privation, we
shall deserve your benedictions.
Who, amongst us, will not renounce
with the highest pleasure, those
vain ornaments, when-she shall
consider that the valiant defenders
of America will be able to draw
some advantage from the money
which she may have laid out in
these; that they will be better
defended from the rigours of the
seasons, that after their painful
toils, they will receive some
extraordinary and unexpected
relief; that these presents will
perhaps be valued by them at a
greater price, when they will have it
in their power to say: This is the
offering of the Ladies.

