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Text from the Articles of Confederation
To all to whom these Presents shall come, we the under signed Delegates of the States
affixed to our Names, send greeting.
Whereas the Delegates of the United States of America, in Congress assembled, did,
on the 15th day of November, in the Year of Our Lord One thousand Seven Hundred
and Seventy seven, and in the Second Year of the Independence of America, agree to
certain articles of Confederation and perpetual Union between the States of New
Hampshire, Massachusettsbay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
NorthCarolina, SouthCarolina, and Georgia.
Article I. The Stile of this confederacy shall be "The United States of America."
Article II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom, and independence, and every
Power, Jurisdiction and right, which is not by this confederation expressly delegated to
the United States, in Congress assembled.
Article III. The said states hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with
each other, for their common defense, the security of their Liberties, and their mutual
and general welfare, binding themselves to assist each other, against all force offered
to, or attacks made upon them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty,
trade, or any other pretence whatever.
Article IX. The United States in congress assembled shall never engage in a war,
nor grant letters of marque and reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties
or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate the value thereof, nor ascertain the
sums and expenses necessary for the defense and welfare of the United States, or
any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the United States,
nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be built or
purchased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a
commander in chief of the army or navy, unless nine states assent to the same:
nor shall a question on any other point, except for adjourning from day to day be
determined, unless by the votes of a majority of the United States in congress
assembled.

http://www.archives.gov/national_archives_experience/charters/charters_of_freedom_4.
html#

