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The Stamp Act 
 

British Parliament – 1765 
 
An act for granting and applying certain stamp duties, and other duties, in the British 
colonies and plantations in America, towards further defraying the expences of 
defending, protecting, and securing the same; and for amending such parts of the 
several acts of parliament relating to the trade and revenues of the said colonies and 
plantations, as direct the manner of determining and recovering the penalties and 
forfeitures therein mentioned. 
 
For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which 
shall be ingrossed, written or printed, any declaration, plea, replication, rejoinder, 
demurrer, or other pleading, or any copy thereof, in any court of law within the British 
colonies and plantations in America, a stamp duty of three pence.  
 
For every skin or piece of vellum or parchment, or sheet or piece of paper, on which 
shall be ingrossed, written, or printed, any indenture, lease, conveyance, contract, 
stipulation, bill of sale, charter party, protest, articles of apprenticeship, or covenant 
(except for the hire of servants not apprentices, and also except such other matters as 
are herein before charged) within the British colonies and plantations in America, a 
stamp duty of two shillings and six pence 

And for and upon every pack of playing cards, and all dice, which shall be sold or used 

within the said colonies and plantations, the several stamp duties following (that is to 

say)  

For every pack of such cards, the sum of one shilling.  

And for every pair of such dice, the sum of ten shillings.  

And for and upon every paper, commonly called a pamphlet, and upon every news 
paper, containing publick news, intelligence, or occurrences, which shall be printed, 
dispersed, and made publick, within any of the said colonies and plantations, and for 
and upon such advertisements as are herein after mentioned, the respective duties 
following (that is to say) 
 
For every almanack or calendar, for any one particular year, or for any time less than a 
year, which shall be written or printed on one side only of any one sheet, skin, or piece 
of paper parchment, or vellum, within the said colonies and plantations, a stamp duty of 
two pence. 
 
The Stamp Act, 1765. The Avalon Project. Retrieved (January 11, 2011) from 
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/stamp_act_1765.asp 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/stamp_act_1765.asp

