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Evidence I: Bloody Butchery
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A BLOODY BUTCHERY, BY THE BRITISH TROOPS OR, THE RUNAWAY FIGHT OF THE
REGULARS.

Being the PARTICULARS of the VICTORIOUS BATTLE fought at and near CONCORD,
situated Twenty Miles from BOSTON, in the Province of the Massachusetts-Bay, in New-
England, between Two Thousand Regular Troops, belonging to his Britannic Majesty, and a few
Hundred Provincial Troops, belonging to the Province of Massachusetts-Bay, which lasted from
Sun-rise to Sun-set on the Nineteenth of April, One Thousand Seven Hundred and Seventy-five,
when it was decided greatly in favor of the latter. Part of which has never before been printed.
These Particulars are now published in this Form, at the Request of the Friends to the Deceased
WORTHIES, who died gloriously fighting in the CAUSE OF LIBERTY and their COUNTRY;
and it is their Desire that every Householder in America, who are sincere Well-withers to the
American Colonies, may be possessed of the same, either to frame and glass, or otherwise to
preserve in their Houses, out only as a Token of Gratitude to the Memory of the Deceased Forty
Persons, but as a perpetual Memorial of that important Event, on which perhaps, may depend the
future FREEDOM and GREATNESS of the COMMON-WEALTH of AMERICA. To which is
annexed, A FUNERAL ELEGY on those who were slain in the Battle. (The Second Edition
corrected with some Additions.)

CREATED/PUBLISHED
Boston, 1775.
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Evidence I: Battle Map Lexington and Concord
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Evidence I: Depositions Concerning Lexington and Concord

{Affidavit} No. 4 Lexington, April 25, 1775.

I, John Parker, of lawful Age, and Commander of the Militia in Lexington, do testify and
declare, that on the 19th Instant in the Morning, about one of the Clock, being informed that
there were a Number of Regular Officers, riding up and down the Road, stopping and insulting
People as they passed the Road; and also was informed that a Number of Regular Troops were
on their March from Boston in order to take the Province Stores at Concord, ordered our Militia
to meet on the Common in said Lexington to consult what to do, and concluded not to be
discovered, nor meddle or make with said Regular Troops (if they should approach) unless they
should insult or molest us; and, upon their sudden Approach, | immediately ordered our Militia
to disperse, and not to fire:--Immediately said Troops made their appearance and rushed
furiously, fired upon, and killed eight of our Party without receiving any Provocation therefor
from us.

John Parker.

I, Edward Thoroton Gould, of his Majesty's own Regiment of Foot, being of lawful Age, do
testify and declare, that on the Evening of the 18th. Instant, under the Orders of General Gage, |
embarked with the Light infantry and Grenadiers of the Line, commanded by Colonel Smith, and
landed on the Marshes of Cambridge, from whence we proceeded to Lexington; On our arrival at
that place, we saw a Body of provincial Troops armed, to the Number of about sixty or seventy
Men; on our Approach, they dispersed, and soon after firing began, but which party fired first, I
cannot exactly say, as our Troops rush'd on shouting, and huzzaing, previous to the firing, which
was continued by our Troops, so long as any of the provincials were to be seen. From thence we
marched to Concord. On a Hill near the Entrance of the Town, we saw another Body of
provincials assembled; the light Infantry Companies were ordered up the Hill to disperse them;
on our approach, they retreated towards Concord...We drew up on the Concord side [of] the
Bridge, the provincials came down upon us, upon which we engaged and gave the first Fire; This
was the first Engagement after the one at Lexington; a continued firing from both parties lasted
thro' the whole Day; | myself was wounded at the Attack of the Bridge, and am now treated with
the greatest Humanity, and taken all possible Care of by the provincials at Medford.

Edward Thoroton Gould,

Lieut. King's own Regiment.
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Evidence I: Accounts of Lexington and Concord

We Nathaniel Mulliken, Philip Russell, (Followed by the names of
32 other men present on Lexington Green on April 19, 1775).Al1l1
of lawful age, and inhabitants of Lexington, in the County of
Middlesex..do testify and declare, that on the nineteenth of
April instant, about one or two o’clock in the morning, being
informed that..a body of regulars were marching from Boston
towards Concord.we were alarmed and having met at the place of
our company’s parade (Lexington Green), were dismissed by our
Captain, John Parker, for the present, with orders to be ready
to attend at the beat of the drum. We further testify and
declare that about five o’clock in the morning, hearing our drum
beat, we proceeded towards the parade, and soon found that a
large body of troops were marching towards us, some of our
company were coming to the parade, and others had reached it, at
which time, the company began to disperse, whilst our backs were
turned on the troops, we were fired on by them, and a number of
our men were instantly killed and wounded, not a gun was fired
by any person in our company on the regulars to our knowledge
before they fired on us, and continued firing until we had all
made our escape. Lexington, April 25, 1775.

Sworn by 34 minutemen on April 25 before three Justices of
the Peace.

To the best of my recollection about 4’oclock in the morning
being the 19th of April, the five front companies were ordered
to load, which they did...It was at Lexington when we saw one of
their companies drawn up in regular order. Major Pitcairn of the
Marines second in command called them to disperse, but their not
seeming willing, he desired us to mind our places which we did
when they gave us a fire, the run off to get behind a wall. We
had one man wounded in our company in the leg, his name was
Johnson. Also, Major Pitcairn’s horse was shot in the flank; we
returned their salute, and before we proceeded on our march from
Lexington, I believe we killed and wounded either 7 or 8 men.

Ensign Jeremy Lister, youngest of the British officers at
Lexington, in a personal narrative written in 1782.

The Battle of Lexington and Concord. http://web.wm.edu/hsi/cases/lexington/lexington documents.html#b. Historical Scene Investigation.
June 29, 2010
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Evidence I: Personal Account of Fight

Boston Camp,
26 th April, 1775
To: General Thomas Gage

Sir,

As you are anxious to know the particulars that happened near and at Lexington in the 19 th Inst
agreeable to your desire, I will in as concise a manner as possible state the facts, for my time at
present is so much employed, as to prevent a more particular narrative of the occurrences of that
day.

...intelligence was received that about 500 men in arms were assembled, determined to oppose
the Kings troops, and retard them in their march. On this intelligence, | mounted my horse, and
galloped up to the six Light Companies. When | arrived at the head of the advance Company,
two officers came and informed me, that a man of the rebels advanced from those that were
assembled, had presented his musket and attempted to shoot them, but the piece flashed in the
pan. On this | gave directions to the troops to move forward, but on no account to fire, or even
attempt it without orders; when | arrived at the end of the Village, | observed drawn up upon a
Green near 200 rebels; when | came within about 100 yards of them, they began to file off
towards some stone walls on our right flank. The Light Infantry, observing this, ran after them. |
instantly called to the soldiers not to fire, but surround and disarm them, and after several
repetitions of those positive orders to the men, not to fire, etc. some of the rebels who had
jumped over the wall fired four or five shots at the soldiers, which wounded a man of the Tenth
and my horse was wounded in two places, from some quarter or other, and at the same time
several shots were fired from a meeting house on our left. Upon this, without any order or
regularity, the Light Infantry began a scattered fire, and continued in that situation for some little
time, contrary to the repeated orders both of me and the officers that were present. It will be
needless to mention what happened after, as | suppose Colo Smith hath given a particular
account of it..

I am, Sir, Your Most Obedt

Humble Servant
John Pitcairn

http://www.teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=867. Teaching American History. June 29, 2010
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Evidence I: Accounts of Lexington and Concord

“Stand your ground! If they mean to have a war, let it begin here!”  These
famous words were spoken by Captain John Parker of the Lexington Militia,
shortly before the Battles of Lexington and Concord, the first battles of the
American Revolutionary War. In 1775, tension between colonial patriots and
British loyalists had grown so severe that war became almost inevitable.

Concord Hymn

“By the rude bridge that arched the flood,
Their flag to April's breeze unfurled,

Here once the embattled farmers stood,
And fired the shot heard round the world,

The foe long since in silence slept,

Alike the Conqueror silent sleeps,

And Time the ruined bridge has swept

Down the dark stream which seaward creeps.

On this green bank, by this soft stream,
We set to-day a votive stone,

That memory may their deed redeem,
When like our sires our sons are gone.

Spirit! who made those freemen dare
To die, or leave their children free,
Bid time and nature gently spare

The shaft we raise to them and Thee”
http://www.emersoncentral.com/poems/concordhymn.htm. Ralph Waldo Emerson texts. June 30, 2010
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